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OPENERS
BY JEFF FINLEY

OUR MAKEOVER 
Every time Facebook changes its look, sever-

al friends complain: “I like the old Face-
book better. I may quit for good.” “I can’t 

find anything anymore.” “That’s it! I’m switching 
to Google+.”

I’ve had my share of frustration about the social 
network’s constant evolution. If Facebook never 
changed, however, it likely wouldn’t be worth more 
than $200 billion. It might go the way of MySpace. 

Facebook initially was designed for university 
students, but it’s now popular among members 
of the 40-plus crowd (myself included) who join 
groups like “Growing Up Free Methodist” to remi-
nisce about experiences decades in the past. 

Unlike Facebook, founded in 2004, this mag-
azine debuted in 1868 (a year earlier if you count 
some sample copies prepared before the first offi-
cial issue). Long before Mark Zuckerberg started 
a campus website titled Thefacebook, Levi Wood 
started a periodical titled The Free Methodist, 
which later was renamed Light & Life Magazine. 
Denominational founder B.T. Roberts eventually 
became editor (while simultaneously editing his 
Earnest Christian magazine). Wood’s creation 
continued to thrive thanks to Bob Haslam (Page 
15) and other Free Methodist journalists. 

My office wall has a poster showing 12 of this 
magazine’s different cover styles over the years. 
Change is nothing new for longtime readers.

With the latest tweaks, we’ve tried to incorpo-
rate reader suggestions we’ve received since our last 
redesign four years ago. We’ve granted the request 
for a return to the standard magazine size rather 
than the square format. We’ve put English and 
Spanish articles into the same edition to increase 
our reach and relevance among our nation’s 37 
million Spanish speakers (fmchr.ch/pewspan). 

Most of my friends have stuck with Face-
book despite its changes, and some new friends 
have joined. I hope you’ll stick with this maga-
zine through our changes too. The appearance 
differs, but our message remains the same: “In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind” (John 1:4). n
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THE IMMIGRATION

ALLIANCE?WHY JOIN

OK. 
I’ll a

dmit it
. I w

atch Fox News. 

Especially around election tim
e, I 

get su
cked into talk shows where 

Bill O
’Reilly and Sean Hannity are 

outraged over our lack of border 

protection. I a
gree our borders 

need to be protected. If 
a child fro

m 

Honduras can just w
alk into the 

United States, so
 can a terrorist

 fro
m 

elsewhere in the world. 

But I m
ust a

lso admit th
at as I 

watched news re
ports s

howing hun-

dreds of Central American children 

locked behind a fence in Texas, m
y 

heart w
ent out to

 those children. >>>
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Then there’s the guy who brings his family 
to my neighborhood to pick up thousands of 
leaves every fall. I’m not sure, but he may be an 
undocumented immigrant. I really like him and 
his children. 

So I’ve concluded that, in discussing immi-
gration, we need to separate the policy from the 
people. 

While we should probably all expect better 
border protection, Christians need to remem-
ber that the Lord expects us to love our neigh-
bor — even if she or he is not here legally. 

BIBLICAL BASIS 
Jesus was clear: We are to love even our ene-

mies. And the vast majority of undocumented 
immigrants are certainly not our enemies. Jesus 
declares, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).

Psalm 146:9 tells us, “The Lord watches 
over the foreigner and sustains the father-

less and the widow.” Deuteronomy 10:18 
proclaims that God “defends the cause 

of the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the foreigner resid-

ing among you, giving them 
food and clothing.” 

As people of faith, our 
instructions are clear: Love 

people. That includes the 
“foreigner.”

In fact, many of the 
characters in the bib-

lical narrative were 
immigrants. 

Abraham 
was an 

immigrant. 

Jacob was a refugee. Joseph was a victim of 
human trafficking. Jesus was a refugee in Egypt 
and a celestial immigrant on earth. 

Clearly, if we’re supposed to “bless those who 
curse” us and “pray for those who mistreat” us 
(Luke 6:28), we’d better love those who serve us, 
live in our neighborhoods and go to our churches.

WORKING TOGETHER
The Free Methodist Church – USA has 

joined with 16 other denominations to form 
the Immigration Alliance, which exists to help 
churches establish legal clinics that assist 
immigrants. The goal is to help undocumented 
immigrants get honest, legitimate help in how 
the law applies to their specific situations. 

We know that Christians are called to submit 
to the law. According to Romans 13:1, “Let  
everyone be subject to the governing authori-
ties, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established. The authorities that exist 
have been established by God.”

In the United States, there is no conflict 
between welcoming immigrants and following 
the law. In fact, by definition, these legal clinics 
exist to uphold and proclaim the law. No law  
requires us to report undocumented immi-
grants. It’s perfectly legal for these clinics to 
meet with undocumented immigrants and tell 
them how the law applies to them. 

I was surprised to learn that unscrupulous 
lawyers, paralegals, notaries and others specifi-
cally prey on undocumented immigrants. They 
advertise that they can help people desperate to 

gain legal status in the United States. When 
people come to them for that help, they 

charge immigrants thousands of dollars, 
fail to file any papers or show up in 

court, and then refuse to return 
the immigrants’ telephone calls. 
This is not a matter of immigra-
tion. This is a matter of justice!

Free Methodist congre-
gations are forming immi-

gration legal clinics to 
eradicate this injustice. 

We desire to provide 

FEATURE
BY LARRY ROBERTS
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ROBERTS
serves as the 
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honest, legitimate help to people seeking 
it. If immigrants don’t currently qualify 
for legal status, we will tell them without 
charging them thousands of dollars. If they 
do qualify, we will help them work with the 
system to gain that status for an average 
cost of around $200. 

In doing this, the church becomes 
known in the community as a place of trust, 
help and God’s love. By becoming that 
place, we have the opportunity to share 
God’s truth and His plan of salvation with 
people who may never otherwise walk in 
the door of a local church. 

Jesus commands us to “make disciples of 
all nations” (Matthew 28:19). By opening an 
immigration legal clinic, we invite the peo-
ple of many nations to come to us, seeking 
our help. This is an enormous missional  
opportunity for the church. In an online 
video (fmchr.ch/ttennent), Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary President Timothy C. 
Tennent says, “The immigrant population 
actually presents the greatest hope for 
Christian renewal in North America.” 

We’re called to bless immigrants. Many 
undocumented immigrants are being  
exploited. We want to help. 

Our churches can help fight injustice 
and offer legitimate, low-cost legal assis-
tance. By doing this, we’re not only fulfilling 
God’s command to welcome the stranger 
(Matthew 25:35) but also building trust and 
friendships with people who may then give 
their hearts to Jesus.

BY THE NUMBERS
Who are we talking about? An immi-

grant is a person born in one country but 
now living in another. According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, nearly 37 million immi-
grants reside in the United States, repre-
senting about 12 percent of the total U.S. 
population (fmchr.ch/uscenbur). According 
to Matthew Soerens and Jenny Hwang Yang 
of World Relief, 35 percent of immigrants 
are naturalized citizens, 33 percent are law-

ful permanent residents, 2 percent are in 
temporary legal status, and 30 percent are 
in the United States unlawfully (fmchr.ch/ 
soerensyang).

That’s about 11.5 million people who are 
here unlawfully. Of those, approximately 45 
percent came to the United States lawfully 
but then overstayed their visa, according to 
Pew Hispanic Center estimates (fmchr.ch/ 
pewhctr). That leaves an estimated 55 per-
cent who crossed a border illegally.

Stephen C. Goss, the chief actuary of 
the Social Security Administration, told 
the New York Times that three out of four 
undocumented adult immigrants have 
payroll taxes deducted from their paychecks 
(fmchr.ch/nytssa). In a 2013 actuarial note 
(which can be downloaded at fmchr.ch/
ssanote) the Social Security Administration 
estimated that it receives as much as $12 
billion per year in withholdings that do not 
match any valid Social Security number, and 
most of that money is from undocumented 
immigrants. Undocumented immigrants, 
however, are ineligible to benefit from Social 
Security, Medicare and many public ben-
efits and services. These undocumented 
immigrants are actually contributing to the 
benefits enjoyed by the rest of us. 

Many undocumented immigrants 
file taxes each year using an “Individual 
Taxpayer Identification Number.” They not 
only pay into Social Security; they also pay 
taxes. 

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, Hispanics are more likely to attend 
church than most Americans (fmchr.ch/
wsjchurch); the National Healthy Marriage 
Resource Center reports they also have a 
higher marriage rate (fmchr.ch/ 
hispdivorce). Labor participation rates 
among undocumented adult males are 96 
percent, according to the Urban Institute 
(fmchr.ch/urbaninst). Statistically, immi-
grants are less likely to commit crimes than  
native-born U.S. citizens, and less likely to 
be imprisoned, according to the Immigra-

FEATURE
BY LARRY ROBERTS
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tion Policy Center (fmchr.ch/ipccrime). By the second 
generation, 88 percent of Hispanic immigrants are 
fluent in English, according to the Pew Research Center 
(fmchr.ch/prcfluent).

President Barack Obama has issued an executive 
order that would allow up to 5 million of those 11.5 
million people to gain legal status in the United States. 
The order does not give citizenship, but it allows some 
of these immigrants to remain in the country and follow 
our laws. That means nearly 5 million people may need 
the services offered by legal clinics. 

Have you been praying for God to do something that 
makes people eager to come to your church? If you have 
a heart to help others and you would like a job where 
you can set the hours, the Lord may be calling you to 
become a paralegal and open an immigration legal 
clinic in your church. Becoming certified to serve in this 
capacity requires one week of formal training and then 
one week of interning at an existing immigration legal 
clinic. Your church would need to have an office where 
you could meet with people, a computer for access to a 
law library, and a desire to serve. If you would like more 
information on providing this ministry, email  
immigrationalliance@fmcusa.org. 

In the words of Free Methodist Church – USA Bishop 
Matthew Thomas, “The Apostle Paul walked through a 
door for effective ministry (1 Corinthians 16:8–9) when 
one was opened to him. Serving the immigrant commu-
nity is one of the biggest and best open doors for effec-
tive ministry to those who most need to be served by the 
church in our day. I encourage you to pray and consider 
whether this might be an open door for effective minis-
try in your church as you minister to your community.” 

Here’s to opening doors in your church! n

FEATURE
BY LARRY ROBERTS

One of my earliest memories is of sitting 
in a room with my first-grade class-
mates in Lynn, Massachusetts. I felt 

overwhelmed and realized I had no idea what 
the other children were saying. 

I was a 5-year-old immigrant. My family  
arrived in the United States from Mexico in 
1991. We did not speak English. 

It was a miracle we were even allowed in 
the country. Of the hundreds of applicants for 
legal residency that the U.S. immigration office 
received in one day, it granted visas to only 10 
people — four of whom were in my family. 

My parents were pastors. I often tell people 
that pastors’ kids are the definition of adapt-

able. My situation was unique from other pas-
tors’ kids I knew, because my family was given 
a special call from God to become “reverse 
missionaries” to the United States.

A typical day for my parents included jobs 
and tasks that no one else wanted to do. In 
Mexico, my parents were educated, profes-
sional leaders who were respected for their 
opinions. In the United States, I watched them 
get up, go to work at difficult jobs and come 
home to evangelize in the community. 

Before I was fully prepared, I was helping 
in the ministry. The funny thing about church 
planters’ kids is they learn to do what is nec-
essary for the mission to go on. I learned 
every instrument available, so we could have 
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FEATURE
BY JAY CORDOVA

music in our service. I learned to pray and 
preach, so we could cover more ground. 
I learned to simultaneously interpret from 
English to Spanish and vice versa, so my 
folks could raise support. Every year, I 
changed schools to move to the next 
ministry area. I learned to play sports so 
I could have a community of friends. I 
learned about the power of the Holy Spirit 
and God’s provisions. 

I am so thankful to have been given the 
opportunity to be an immigrant. Without 
those life experiences, I might not have 
the work ethic or the drive I do today. 
When I was younger, I used to sit in a 
room full of strangers and play a game. 
I studied those around me. I would find 
small similarities to help attune and condi-
tion myself to them. It was an assimilation 
game. At the time, I did not know what 

I was doing. I just knew it made me feel 
better about being in a new place among 
new, strange people. 

I would ask, “What do I have in com-
mon with these people?” Then I would 
begin to break down every fundamental 
similarity and begin conversations there. 

You’d be surprised how many common-
alities you can come up with when you 
engage others. Searching for commonali-
ties — “Hey, I have a chocolate Lab too” 
— may seem trivial when trying to relate 
to others. We dismiss such things because 
we don’t realize genuine similarity is key in 
forming a human connection with others.

My life was shaped by the Free Meth-
odist Church and by being an immigrant. 
Imagine how your witness can shape and 
cultivate the life of an immigrant child. n

JAY CORDOVA
has been an 
ordained elder 
since 2010 and 
currently serves 
as director of 
communications 
for the Free 
Methodist 
Church – USA. 
He previously 
worked as a 
start-up business 
entrepreneur 
and coached 
small businesses 
in a Michigan 
incubator. 



I was standing on a street corner in Asia when 
I realized that nearly everyone else was 
wearing flip-flops. I stood there in my brown 

Rockports, clearly an oddball, albeit a well-shod 
oddball.

Cold weather may have something to do with 
my shoe choices, but there are also cultural and 
economic forces in play. I stood there reflecting 
that there is a flip-flop world that is overpopu-
lated and hungry, while there’s a close-toe-shoe 
world that is depopulating and overfed. The 
flip-flop world battles for daily survival. The 
smaller world of shoes frets about retirement 
plans.

The edges of the collision between those two 
worlds are called immigration. Most Western na-
tions are in an immigration crisis. Because of low 
birthrates (Europe) and an elite workforce averse 
to manual labor (United States, Canada, Europe), 
economic forces are set in place that attract 
immigrants from opportunity-poor nations. The 
flip-flop world pours across the borders of the 
closed-toe-shoe world.

For Christians, there are two interwoven 
matters here: one labeled “immigration,” the 
other “immigrants.” The former is about eco-
nomic policy; the latter is about people. The 
former is about a country’s right to establish 
laws; the latter is about the treatment of people, 
especially undocumented immigrants.

Christians agree on the second matter — that 
we always treat people with compassion and 
respect regardless of immigration status, living 
out the principle to “love your neighbor as your-
self.” There is not (nor do I think there needs to 
be) agreement of thought on the former.

But those two tensions are not made of the 
same moral stuff. The Christian’s care for people 
operates on a higher moral plane than the Chris-
tian’s concern for economic policy. This higher 
plane is established in the gospel where we 
discover the dignity of every person and the pres-
ence of the Lord, who made Himself one with 
the immigrants when He said, “I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35 ESV).

Consequently, followers of this “stranger” 

BISHOPS
BY DAVID ROLLER
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named Jesus are distinguished by their disproportionate care for other strang-
ers in their communities. Local Free Methodist churches are to actively look 
for vulnerable immigrants and respond to their needs.

Nearly everyone recognizes that the U.S. immigration system is badly 
broken: Witness the large class of immigrants in the United States who are 
undocumented (approximately 11.5 million), largely due to our government’s 
system of limiting unskilled-temporary-worker visas (the H-2A and the H-2B 
visas). In 2012, the United States issued 65,000 and 50,000 of these visas  
respectively. That’s a long way from 11.5 million! These visas are very difficult 
to get unless you’re a sheepherder. Seriously, sheepherders may apply for a 
3-year visa and are welcome. It’s this kind of broken system that inhibits com-
pliance with the law.

Undocumented immigrants are caught in the inconsistencies between U.S. 
law, which criminalizes them, and the U.S. economy, which would crash with-
out them. They are shunted into a shadow world largely afraid to access health 
care, police protection, retirement programs and the welfare safety net. 

Legislation has often been proposed during the past decade (2006, 2007 
and 2012) to provide a guest-worker program with a legal path for temporary 
workers (like the Bracero program from 1942 to 1964), but the proposals have 
failed.

Because of this brokenness, we encourage within the Free Methodist 
Church enthusiastic advocacy for immigration reform. I personally believe a 
simple guest-worker program would relieve many of the factors that drive  
undocumented workers into this country. Immigration reform should start 
there. 

Yet the church’s primary methodology is not political reform. It is restored 
relationships, both vertically with God and horizontally with other people. 
Our commitment to political reform will always be subservient to our primary 
methodology of restored relationships. We lead people to a saving relation-
ship with Jesus, we disciple the family of faith (especially our children and 
youth), we worship with our whole hearts — all of these are part of restoring 
relationships. Any position, attitude or action about immigration must find 
its place within the context of the gospel for the immigrant, the good news of 
relationships made whole.

Imagine a barefoot world: no flip-flops, no Rockports. All feet are pretty 
much the same. If you strip away the cultural trappings, histories and shoe 
choices, we were all created in the one image of God, all wrecked by evil, all 
desperate for a Savior and a community.

Christians have fresh memories of being outcasts; we too are recent immi-
grants into a new kingdom where none of us can claim birthright citizenship. 
We entered God’s kingdom with a foreign passport; now we are citizens!

So there is no pretension of entitlement among Christians. We remember too 
clearly what it felt like to be on the wrong side of the fence. “They did not receive 
the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, 
admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth“ (Hebrews 11:13). 

We too have been a flip-flop people, foreigners and strangers longing to 
enter a new land. n
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One night, desperation over her son 
kept Mary from sleeping. She took 
a walk in her neighborhood. She 

walked past the Santa Ana (California) Free 
Methodist Church and heard singing and 
praying despite the late hour. Mary stepped 
inside and discovered women praying in 
Spanish. 

Although they did not speak her language, 
the women somehow understood her prob-
lem and prayed for her. Regardless of the lan-
guage barrier, a peace filled her whole being. 
She testifies, “I will never forget that moment 
in my life. I did not understand, but it was a 
rejuvenating experience that changed my life 
forever.”

Historically a Latino congregation, Santa 
Ana began providing parking on Wednesdays 
when neighbors had to move their cars for 
street cleaning. Associate Pastor Mike Arganda 
greeted neighbors with coffee and doughnuts. 
He met Mary, an African-American neighbor 
who felt comfortable enough later to stop in 

the church to pray. Now, Mary’s family and 
another African-American family attend the 
English service.

Martin Luther King Jr. called 11 a.m. Sun-
day the most segregated hour in America. 
This situation hasn’t changed much since 
his 1960s statement. In the United States 
in 1998, 7.4 percent of congregations were 
racially mixed, the rest homogenous. The rate 
increased to 13.7 percent by 2010 (fmchr.ch/
yalerace). Even attendees of racially diverse 
churches are often of the same economic 
class. 

Christy Mesaros-Winckles, an Embrace All 
team member, did her dissertation on early 
Free Methodist women in ministry. People  
often ask her about the Free Methodist 
Church. She loves to tell people the FMC was 
founded with an intentional social justice 
ministry, including opposition to slavery and 
insistence on free pews.

But she says free pews means more than 
free seats. B.T. Roberts and the early Free 

ACTION
BY KATHERINE CALLAHAN-HOWELL
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Methodists who ministered in cities like 
Buffalo, New York, were concerned that the 
new Methodist Episcopal Church buildings 
were too ornate and the practice of paying 
for the best pews excluded the poor, those 
who were not the “right color” or anyone 
who wasn’t the “right type.” Even if there 
was space in the back of the church for 
them to sit or stand, they would never be 
truly welcome. This is why the idea of free 
pews and churches where all would be 
embraced was essential.

How are we doing today? Are our pews 
still available to the least of these? Of 
course, we want them to be, but what is 
the reality?

The bishops’ vision for the Embrace All 
team states: “We will improve our reach to 
the poor and disenfranchised and create 
a normalcy for multicultural ministry by 
rewarding and celebrating churches that 
minister to the hurting, broken and people 
unlike themselves.”

This vision includes anyone being  
ostracized by society: people of other  
races, at various socioeconomic statuses, 
with different marital statuses, with differ-
ent abilities and disabilities. The team goal  
includes providing strategies that any 
church can use to reach out to its own 
community.

Team practitioners include Dukens 
Boliere, church planter in Bridgeport, Con-
necticut, who will introduce the first ses-
sion on the biblical and historical basis for 
Embrace All. Joanna DeWolf from Lansing 
(Michigan) Central Free Methodist Church 
will focus on the individual response to 
these issues. Refugio Sanchez of the Santa 
Ana FMC will concentrate on the church’s 
response. As the team facilitator, I will 
guide a session on society’s response and 
social justice issues. 

Team members have interviewed pas-
tors and individuals to learn of their expe-

riences so we can share a wide breadth 
of possibilities with General Conference 
2015 attendees.

Embracing all in our churches 
doesn’t mean removing anything that 
may make someone uncomfortable. To 
really embrace all, to truly make people 
comfortable, requires accommodation 
by the majority. For everyone to feel 
comfortable part of the time, everyone 
must experience some discomfort part of 
the time. A Spanish song, for  
example, helps Latinos feel included in 
a primarily Anglo service, and may be 
slightly uncomfortable for the majority 
of attendees. Similarly, a gospel (not just 
contemporary Christian) song can help 
African-Americans feel comfortable in a 
mostly white church.

Leadership creates a primary model. 
Diversity in worship leadership speaks 
volumes to the congregation. To help 
everyone feel welcome, the morning 
service should include all of the people 
the church is reaching — both genders, 
those of different races, and people with 
disabilities.

GC15 sessions will include strategies 
to enable churches and individuals to 
live up to our heritage of inclusion and 
social justice. Feedback from attendees 
will be incorporated into resources we 
provide for our churches to move for-
ward in truly embracing all. n

LIGHT + LIFE │ 09 │ APRIL 2015

FOR EVERYONE TO FEEL COMFORTABLE 
PART OF THE TIME, EVERYONE MUST 
EXPERIENCE SOME DISCOMFORT PART OF 
THE TIME. 

ACTION
BY KATHERINE CALLAHAN-HOWELL

NINE 
STRATEGIES
DEFINED:

EMBRACE ALL

WE WILL IMPROVE 
OUR REACH TO 
THE POOR AND 
DISENFRANCHISED 
AND CREATE A 
NORMALCY FOR 
MULTICULTURAL 
MINISTRY BY 
REWARDING AND 
CELEBRATING 
CHURCHES THAT 
MINISTER TO 
THE HURTING, 
BROKEN AND 
PEOPLE UNLIKE 
THEMSELVES.

Learn more about the Free Methodist Church’s  
nine strategies at General Conference 2015,  
July 13–16, in Orlando, Florida.  
Go to gc15.org for more information.



During my early teen years, my family 
hosted several refugees from Sudan for 
a period of three months. They had 

arrived through World Relief — a branch of the 
National Association for Evangelicals — from 
Kenyan refugee camps, where they had settled 
during the “Lost Boys of Sudan” phenomenon 
of the early 2000s (fmchr.ch/lostboyssudan).

During their stay, my family attempted to 
teach the six Sudanese young men in our care 
(in their early 20s by this time) everything 
we could about American culture. However, 
we could never reciprocate how much they 
taught us — the beauty of cultural diversity, 
the development of patience and perseverance, 
the art of brotherly love and the importance of 
family ties. This experience planted within me 
an intense love of racial diversity and cross-
cultural relationships. 

Years later, as I ventured off to complete an 
undergraduate degree and became exposed to 
the nature of the immigration process in the 
United States, those memories provided a face 

for the statistics and a very personal connection 
to the issue. I strongly believe that we as the 
U.S. church need to intentionally involve 
ourselves with the immigrant and refugee 
population to facilitate long-term community. 

SCRIPTURAL CALL
The second greatest commandment that 

Jesus left for us should be reason enough: “‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself ’” (Matthew 22:39).

Passages throughout the Bible command 
God’s people to care for underprivileged people 
and immigrants: 

“When a foreigner resides among you in 
your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner 
residing among you must be treated as your 
native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were 
foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God” 
(Leviticus 19:33–34).

“This is what the Lord says: Do what is 
just and right. Rescue from the hand of the 
oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do 
no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the 

DISCIPLESHIP
BY LAUREN SCHWAAR
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LAUREN 
SCHWAAR
is a 2013 
graduate of 
Greenville 
College. While 
a student at 
Greenville, she 
wrote an honors 
thesis on the 
role of the U.S. 
church in caring 
for immigrant 
and refugee 
communities.

AS CHRISTIANS IN THE 
UNITED STATES, WE NEED 
TO INTENTIONALLY INVOLVE 
OURSELVES WITH THE 
IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE 
POPULATION. 

THE NATIONS ARE HERE



fatherless or the widow, and do not shed 
innocent blood in this place” (Jeremiah 22:3).

“Do not forget to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some people have 
shown hospitality to angels without knowing 
it” (Hebrews 13:2). 

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither 
slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

Throughout the Old and New Testaments, 
God institutes a strong undertone of 
community that He wishes for His people, 
and He expresses His heart for people of 
other cultures and backgrounds, especially 
those who have met hardship. God 
repeatedly commands us to provide for 
those who need help, whether economical or 
otherwise. 

ADDITIONAL REASONS
In addition to biblical mandates, the 

church should increase its involvement with 
immigrant and refugee communities because 
these newcomers often experience more 
acute need than other demographic groups 
within the United States. The situations 
they fled often involved steeper poverty and 
harsher difficulties than most people native 
to the United States have ever experienced. 
Though there are countless people in 
the United States who need the church’s 
help and should not be ignored, the lives 
of immigrants and refugees are uniquely 
difficult, and they often have few sources to 
which they can turn for assistance.

Another reason the church should serve 
the immigrant and refugee community is 
because service benefits both the recipient 
and the provider. Supporting immigrants 
and refugees can be uniquely satisfying 
because of the multicultural experience and 
appreciation a person can gain from working 
with people from different cultures. 

In “God’s Economy: Redefining the Health 
and Wealth Gospel” (fmchr.ch/jwheconomy), 
Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove comments on 
the dual benefits of service: 

“What difference could it make to 
serve one person in a forgotten place? 
We are an increasingly rootless people, 
moving from place to place. ... In a world 
where so many people are starving for 
community, this network of relationships 
that God makes possible through 
subversive service can be a light shining 
in the darkness for our homesick souls.”

According to Mark Akers, founder and 
executive director of Oasis International, 
immigrants and refugees are “some of 
the most grateful, thankful people you’ll 
ever meet.”

Finally, serving refugees and 
immigrants here in the United States 
has the potential to influence countless 
other individuals that we as American 
Christians might never be able to reach 
on our own. At the 2012 Urbana Student 
Missions Conference, Jenny Hwang 
Yang of World Relief emphasized that 
demonstrating the love of Christ to 
immigrants and refugees here in the 
United States allows the church to affect 
whole families and communities overseas.

For these reasons, the church should 
make a conscious and concentrated 
effort to enter and serve the immigrant 
and refugee communities in the United 
States. In Akers’ words, “God is sending 
the nations to us.” n

JARGON
REGENERATION 
(N.)

DEFINITION: 

REGENERATION IS A 
BIOLOGICAL TERM 
THAT ILLUSTRATES 
THAT, BY A NEW 
RELATIONSHIP IN 
CHRIST, A PERSON 
HAS A NEW LIFE AND 
A NEW SPIRITUAL 
NATURE CAPABLE 
OF FAITH, LOVE 
AND OBEDIENCE 
TO JESUS CHRIST AS 
LORD.

USAGE: 

SANCTIFICATION 
BEGINS WITH THE 
SIMULTANEOUS 
WORK OF 
JUSTIFICATION AND 
REGENERATION. 

HOW CAN YOUR LOCAL CHURCH 
SERVE IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

HOW WOULD YOU AND FELLOW 
MEMBERS OF YOUR CONGREGATION 
RESPOND IF A LARGE NUMBER OF 
IMMIGRANTS BEGAN ATTENDING 
YOUR CHURCH?

DISCIPLESHIP
BY LAUREN SCHWAAR
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DISCUSS IT

lightandlifemagazine.com

Did you know a new 
discipleship article 
is posted to our 
website each week? 
The four monthly 
articles are perfect 
for use in your small 
group or as a weekly 
supplement to 
individual study.

1

2
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TEENS TO BE CHALLENGED,  
INSPIRED AT GC15
BY JEFF FINLEY

CHURCH 
RESOURCES

FMCUSA.ORG

Q: HOW DO I 
GET CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP 
CERTIFICATES? 
DOES THE 
DENOMINATION 
CHARGE FOR 
THESE? 

A: MEMBERSHIP 
CERTIFICATES ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR 
FREE DOWNLOAD 
ON THE FREE 
METHODIST 
CHURCH – USA 
WEBSITE. GO 
TO fmchr.ch/
fmmctype FOR A 
CERTIFICATE YOU 
CAN COMPLETE 
BY TYPING THE 
INFORMATION 
ONTO THE 
CERTIFICATE AND 
THEN PRINTING IT 
OUT. GO TO fmchr.
ch/fmmchandw FOR 
A CERTIFICATE 
THAT YOU CAN 
PRINT AND FILL 
OUT BY HAND.

NEWS
FREE METHODIST CHURCH

Teenagers shouldn’t 
expect a passive experi-
ence July 13–16 when they 

attend General Conference 2015 
at the Caribe Royale All-Suite 
Hotel and Convention Center 
in Orlando, Florida.

 “You have the choice to 
be challenged or not. If you 
want challenge to grow and 
challenge to actually make an 
impact and a difference in the 
world, we might be one avenue 
that will be a piece of the puz-
zle,” said Chuck Jewell — the 
lead pastor of New Creation 
Free Methodist Church in New 
Castle, Pennsylvania — who 
will oversee the teen program 
with his wife, Suzy. “We know 
we’re not the whole puzzle. We’re getting together for four days.”

But the veteran youth minister added that he regularly hears from people whose past 
experiences at youth events have left a lasting spiritual impact. 

Although his local pastoral ministry now includes people across the age spectrum, 
Jewell continues to coordinate the Keystone Conference Youth Ministries (yaconline.com). 
East Coast Free Methodists may remember Suzy and him as youth leaders for the Overflow 
gathering five years ago in Orlando. 

GC15 teen program participants will range from students who have recently finished 
sixth grade to teens who have just completed their senior year of high school. With regis-
trations still coming in, the program already is set to have more than double the number of 
teens who participated in General Conference 2011. 

Jewell emphasized the program will include “a lot of fun” and “some rockin’ worship,” 
but it won’t always be easy. He desires for the teens “to be the real hands and feet of Jesus.” 

SERVICE PROJECT
The program will include a daylong service project. Organizers currently are investi-

Youth at General Conference 2003, Seattle, Washington.
Inset: Chuck and Suzy Jewell will oversee the teen program at  
General Conference 2015.

Marston Memorial Historical Center



Shreveport, Louisiana

gating service opportunities and locations in 
the Orlando area where the teens can have the 
greatest impact. 

Jewell said the teens will pray for opportuni-
ties to discuss Jesus with people they encoun-
ter during the service project.

TEAM BUILDING
The teens also will participate in 

team-building initiatives such as low-ropes 
activities. Each initiative will help teens com-
municate with each other in new ways. 

“It purposely puts people out of their com-
fort zones, and it shows us about being part of 
one body,” Jewell said.

Teens will spend a day visiting the Orlando 
headquarters of Cru (the U.S. branch of Cam-
pus Crusade for Christ) and Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. Jewell said the ministries include 
interactive exhibits that will help stir the 
teens’ passion for the gospel. They will learn 
of sacrifices that have been made to share 
Jesus with the world and to translate the Bible 
into different languages. 

SPEAKERS AND WORSHIP
Speakers will include Jewell, Free Meth-

odist Church of Greensburg (Pennsylvania) 
Student Ministries Director Sarah Madden 
and her husband, U.S. Army veteran Michael 
Madden, who served in Iraq and has a power-
ful testimony of God’s redemption in his life. 

The teen worship team will include Free 
Methodist musicians from different parts of 
the country. The worship won’t be limited to 
music, however.

“We’re going to learn how to worship God in all 
areas of life with reckless abandon,” Jewell said. n

Go to gc15.org for more information or to 
register for General Conference 2015. To inquire 

about the worship team and other volunteer opportuni-
ties for the teen program, contact Pastor Chuck Jewell 
at New Creation Free Methodist Church, 724-654-7952.

Bradford y Port Allegany, Pennsylvania

The atmosphere was alive with the spirit of celebration in 
downtown Shreveport as the newly planted New Vision Community 
Church – Shreveport participated in the annual Krewe of Harambee 
Martin Luther King Jr. parade. Promoting community outreach 
through Takin’ it to the Streets Inc. — a community outreach 
program headquartered at the church — thousands were given 
Bibles, laminated copies of the Ten Commandments, stuffed 
animals, beads and toys. New Vision Director of Ministries Beverly 
Paige was the parade’s citywide organizer and chairperson. Go to 
fmchr.ch/nvccmlk for more details and photos.

NEW VISION IN  
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PARADE 

Open Arms Community Church has launched a website at 
openarms.tv/secret asking: “What secret do these men share?” 
The website features videos of seven men addressing issues such 
as anger, fear, guilt, addictions, relationship problems, health 
concerns, business challenges and emptiness. “What is this secret 
they share? Jesus has changed their life!” the website states. “What 
they share is not a religion, but a genuine relationship with a loving 
God that is changing the way they live every part of their lives!”

SEVEN MEN SHARE THEIR  
SECRETS IN VIDEO SERIES



BOB HASLAM | 1928–2015

NEWS
FREE METHODIST CHURCH

Robert Bruce Haslam, 
86, died Jan. 28 after 
a brief illness. Haslam 

served the Free Methodist 
Church – USA in many capac-
ities for more than 50 years: 
pastor of churches in the Mid-
west and on the West Coast, 
missionary to the Philippines 
and longtime Free Methodist 
World Missions executive. 
For tens of thousands of 
magazine readers and count-
less freelance writers, he was 
known as Bob Haslam, editor 
of Light & Life Magazine.

During Haslam’s time as 
Light & Life editor from 1986 
to 1996, the Evangelical Press 
Association twice gave the 
magazine its Award of Excel-
lence for being the top denominational magazine in North America. In retirement, 
Haslam continued to write for Light & Life and many other publications. In a Light & 
Life online discipleship article titled “The Fruitful, Spirit-Led Life,” he explained last 
year, “The Holy Spirit faithfully guides us through opening our minds and hearts to the 
Bible and by witnessing to our spirit. In those ways, we may grow the fruit of the Spirit 
as He leads us.”

Haslam exemplified a fruitful, Spirit-led life, according to John Van Valin who began 
working with Haslam when Van Valin joined Light & Life Communications as denomi-
national publisher in 1990.

“The Free Methodist headquarters had just moved to Indianapolis. At that time, I 
also moved from Kansas to join the team at Light & Life as publisher. Bob had already 
established himself as a superb editor of Light & Life Magazine, and I immediately 
found him to be a friend with a steadying spirit in a time of significant adjustment for 
all,” Van Valin said. “His spiritual sensitivity, insights and wisdom endeared him not 
only to his readers but to his co-workers.”

Haslam had fun on the job while taking the work seriously.
“He always carried about within him an ample supply of humor and wit but bal-

anced it with a careful writing and the production of an award-winning magazine,” Van 
Valin said.

Award-winning journalist Bob Haslam served as Light & Life editor 
from 1986 to 1996. 

Marston Memorial Historical Center

WHAT’S
THE 
BUZZ?

SET FREE 
MOVEMENT

WITH FREEDOM 
SUNDAY BACK IN 
FEBRUARY AND THE 
FREEDOM SUMMIT 
COMING JULY 
10–11 PLUS OTHER 
ANTI-TRAFFICKING 
EFFORTS, THE SET 
FREE MOVEMENT 
IS RECEIVING A LOT 
OF ATTENTION 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
THESE DAYS.
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Oklahoma City

Haslam’s prolific writings did much more 
than amuse. In his final editorial, he  
described Light & Life as “a ministry to tens 
of thousands of people, believers and those 
still searching. To the degree that this min-
istry has benefited your life and others’ lives, 
we have succeeded in our mission.”

Van Valin said that Haslam faithfully 
fulfilled his mission as editor. “The loyalty 
of his readers and his staff stood as a testa-
ment to his love for people and his abiding 
desire to help everyone grow in Christ. A 
loyal churchman and a theologically trained 
writer, Bob exercised his pen, in helpful  
reporting of encouraging church news and 
also as a truly loving critic, never fearing to 
call the church to account on issues of ortho-
doxy or practice. His writing, plus the choice 
of others’ articles faithfully, brought cohe-
siveness and nourishment to readers within 
and beyond the Free Methodist Church. 
Many will remember him as a man of faith, 
courage and spiritual nourishment.”

Haslam’s editing and writing experiences 
extended beyond Free Methodism. He served 
as World Relief ’s director of communications 
and church relations and as the founding 
editor of the organization’s In Touch Mag-
azine. After his official retirement, Haslam 
mentored aspiring writers for the Christian 
Writers Guild and edited books for a Chris-
tian book publisher. He was a prolific Chris-
tian journalist with articles published in 
more than 70 religious publications. He was a 
member of the Evangelical Press Association 
and the National Religious Broadcasters. n

Visit fmchr.ch/bobhaslam to read more about 
Haslam’s life and service.

Seattle

Last year, 238 children in Oklahoma’s foster care program aged out 
of the foster system without finding a family to adopt them. That’s 
why Deaconess Pregnancy & Adoption Services — a member of 
Free Methodist Association of Human Service Ministries —  will 
host a benefit concert for foster children. The April 30 event will 
feature country music star and best-selling author Jimmy Wayne, a 
former foster child. Each $25 donation permits the donor to attend 
and also allows a foster child and guardian to attend. Register at 
fmchr.ch/djwconcert and read more at fmchr.ch/dpasconcert. 

DEACONESS CONCERT TO 
SUPPORT FOSTER CHILDREN

Seattle Pacific University hosted Tent City 3 (TC3), a roving 
community shelter of men and women experiencing homelessness, 
on the northeast lawn of the Student Union Building from Dec. 
13 to March 7. “Hosting Tent City 3 is a concrete manifestation 
of Seattle Pacific University’s mission to engage the culture and 
change the world,” SPU President Dan Martin said. “It provides 
our community a unique opportunity to care for and learn from 
our neighbor.” Go to fmchr.ch/spuradio for radio station KPLU’s 
coverage of a poetry slam uniting students and campers. 

SEATTLE PACIFIC HOSTS TENT 
CITY FOR HOMELESS



INVEST IN YOUR KIDS.
There’ll be all-day programs for 
children and teens. Already more than 
200 have signed up for the various 
groups that will provide world-class 
“youth camp,” “children’s camp” and 
“toddlers’ camp” each day.

INVEST IN YOUR CHURCH.
In addition to sessions on strategies 
to grow your church, you could leave 
with a powerful website and social 
media strategy for your church, and 
a host of other exciting, practical 
opportunities to build the kingdom.

INVEST IN YOURSELF.
Consider 4 days of being with like-
minded people of faith from around 
the world.  Immerse yourself in a 
culture of God’s love.  Come.  Learn.  
Be inspired.

Join thousands of Free 
Methodists from around 
the world for four 
inspiring days of worship, 
dialogue, teaching and 
fellowship at the 2015 
General Conference of the 
Free Methodist Church!

come.
learn.

be inspired.
july 13-16, 2015

The 2015 General Conference
Caribe Royale Hotel and Conference Center

Orlando, FL

Register at:



Register at:


