
LIGHT  LIFE+
L I G H TA N D L I F E M A G A Z I N E . C O M   │   A U G U S T  2 0 1 5

       
FOLLOWERSHIP

NEXTGEN
THE NEW CHRIST 
FOLLOWERS

NOT WHAT YOU THINK  
IT MEANS

JOHN  
COLLIER
FOLLOWING A CALL 
TO THE ARTS

NEWS:  Supreme Response  │ Rebirth in St. Louis  │ Cyclone Relief 



LIGHT + LIFE │ 01 │ AUGUST 2015

MANAGING EDITOR, Jeff Finley
LEAD DESIGNER, Erin Eckberg
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR, Jay Cordova
COPY EDITOR, Dawn McIlvain Stahl 
CONTENT STRATEGIST, Mark Crawford
CIRCULATION MANAGER, Katie Ehle
BUSINESS SALES ASSOCIATE, Marvin Gray
WEB ARCHITECT, Douglas Britt
DESIGNER, Kelly Holt

FOCUS GROUP:
Raisa Fabre Jason Roberts 
David Kendall J.R. Rushik
Rob McKenna Denny Wayman
Jason Morriss Trisha Welstad
B. Elliott Renfroe 

SPANISH TRANSLATION:
COORDINATOR, Rodrigo Lozano
Ezequiel Alvarez Alma Jasinski
Jazmin Angulo Karen Kabandama 
Fredy Caballero Esther Ortiz
Carmen Hosea  

WEBSITE: lightandlifemagazine.com
EMAIL US: info@fmcusa.org
NEWS AND SUBMISSIONS: jeff.finley@fmcusa.org
ADVERTISING: marvin.gray@fmcusa.org

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
Light + Life Magazine, 770 N. High School Road,
Indianapolis, IN  46214  (317) 244-3660

Light + Life Magazine (ISSN 0024-3299) was established in 
1868 by the Free Methodist Church. Published monthly by 
Light + Life Communications. © 2015 Free Methodist Church 
– USA, 770 N. High School Road, Indianapolis, IN 46214. 
Views expressed in articles do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the Free Methodist Church. All rights 
reserved. Except for brief quotations, no portion of this 
magazine may be reproduced in any form without written 
permission of the publisher. All Scripture quotations are from 
the New International Version unless otherwise indicated. 

Printed in U.S.A.
Member: Evangelical Press Association,
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability

Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis, IN,  
and additional mailing offices.

Postmaster, send address changes to:
Light + Life Magazine, 770 N. High School Road, 
Indianapolis, IN 46214

AUGUST 2015  │  Whole No. 5278, Volume 148, No. 8 

OPENERS
BY JEFF FINLEY

GOING WITH HIM  
I grew up attending a small Free Methodist 

church where we occasionally sang a hymn that 
concluded, “Where He leads me, I will follow. 

I’ll go with Him, with Him all the way.”
According to hymnary.org, Salvation Army 

officer E.W. Blandy was inspired to write these 
lyrics after deciding to serve in New York City’s 
Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood instead of in a safer 
position at an established church. The lyrics  
reflect Jesus’ words in Mark 8:34: “Whoever wants 
to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.”

As a young newlywed, I took a brief sojourn 
from Free Methodism during my wife’s counseling 
internship at a suburban Chicago megachurch. I 
didn’t find much difference theologically at this 
congregation known for pioneering “seeker- 
sensitive” worship services, but I noticed a big dif-
ference in the lingo. The pastors seemingly avoided 
the word “Christian” but repeatedly referred to 
“Christ followers.” At the same time, the church 
hosted a “leadership summit” that featured well-
known pastors alongside corporate executives and 
government officials. Despite the frequent men-
tions of “followers,” I don’t remember ever seeing 
posters for a “followership summit.”

In the decade and a half since then, I’ve heard 
fellow Free Methodists increasingly refer to 
“Christ followers,” and I’ve added these words to 
headlines and articles in this magazine. Mean-
while, some of us host our own leadership sum-
mits. One of our strategic priorities (fmcusa.org/
uniquelyfm) is “Develop Leaders.” But how can 
one be a leader and a follower simultaneously? Is 
this a contradiction? 

No, we can (and must) be followers of Jesus 
while also leading others to Him. That’s what 
Blandy did way back in the 1890s. 

Let’s be followers who lead while also being 
leaders who follow. Keep reading for follower-
ship wisdom from leading/following leaders/
followers. n
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FEATURE
BY JILL RICHARDSON

Spellcheck does not consider “followership” 
a word. No matter how many times I type 
“followership” for this article, that persistent, 
squiggly red line beneath it tells me: “This 
term does not exist in common English  
usage.” 

Even in dictionaries, “followership” is usu-
ally defined by its inverse relation to leader-
ship — “the capacity to follow a leader.” No 
one has come to terms with this word on its 
own. What does it mean to follow well? 

Marketing and business gurus have made 
fortunes telling us how to lead others  
effectively. No one has opened a Swiss bank 
account on the earnings from teaching how 
to follow. But which one did Jesus first com-
mand us to do? 

“Come, follow me” (Matthew 4:19). In fact, 
it’s His first command, period.

Learning to follow has become especially 
difficult in current culture. Millennials, and 
increasingly older generations, no longer con-
sider denominational or even local church 
affiliations binding. Loyalties, if we retain 
any at all, shift with our needs and interests. 
Trust in institutions such as church, govern-
ment, school or marriage is at its lowest since 
the baby boomers broke out a Beatles’ style 
“Revolution.” (“You tell me it’s the institu-
tion. Well, you know, you’d better free your 
mind instead.”) 

So how do those institutions, namely the 

church, cultivate followership in a population 
so determined to follow no one and nothing? 
What does it mean to follow Jesus in an age 
of shifting commitments?

Here is where we find the ultimate in 
counterculturalism. At her best, a Christian 
leader does not ask people to follow her. She 
asks people to join her in following Jesus. 
People are used to following other people. 
Witness eager followers of celebrities, sports 
figures, cult leaders and even terrorists. They 
are not used to being told: “Don’t make me 
your idol. Make me your companion as we 
both take the pilgrim path behind the One 
who created it.” It’s difficult to establish loy-
alty this way. But it’s easier to make disciples.

Maybe that’s the golden ticket. Maybe the 
place to relearn following is the place where 
we strip away all we have followed and find 
the core of what, why and whom we should 
follow. Perhaps the younger generations 
are leading us down the best road possible 
— that of paring down what we’ve blindly 
followed and purifying what we should. It’s 
not a bad thing to rediscover our loyalties 
where they should have been all along. What 
did Jesus mean when He said, “Come, follow 
me”?

COME AWAY FROM OTHER LOYALTIES
Despite the commitment-averse declara-

tion of any generation, the truth is that we all 
follow something. Like geese imprinted from 
birth to follow and accept as “mother” the 
first figure that appears, we are born need-
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ing to find the image imprinted on our 
hearts. Many don’t realize that it is the 
image of God. Nevertheless, the feel-
ing we must belong to something is an 
undeniable human reality. We all follow 
something.

Unfortunately, in the church, that 
something often confuses our culture and 
our comfort with our God. Thus, the  
image of what we are following gets 
blurred with a host of things attached to 
Jesus that often repel potential followers 
rather than attract. 

Our God looks a lot like ourselves.
“Come, follow me.” In His language, 

Jesus was asking His disciples to come 
away or come out. “Follow” did not mean 
to trail behind someone like a groupie 
waiting for an autograph but to choose to 
leave behind one life and completely  
enter another. Followers were to turn 
their backs to all other loyalties and pri-
orities and turn their faces to Jesus alone. 
It was a radical change of focus.

That others do not want to follow our 
Jesus may have something to do with the 
reality that we do not leave behind the 
things we should. We talk about fol-
lowing Jesus, but our political, cultural, 
economic or personal glasses continue to 

filter every decision we make and every 
opinion we form. We are the tourists 
traipsing along behind the tour guide, 
getting sidetracked by sore feet and 
street vendors when our Guide is trying 
to point out the great kingdom sights for 
which we came. 

If we want the church to be a place 
people come to practice followership, 
we need to follow Jesus — not a political 
party, country, doctrine, church style or 
type, leader, or celebrity. Just Jesus. We 
need to filter all our decisions, opinions 
and actions through the lens of what He 
taught and did, not what we find safe to 
believe. “Come away and leave behind 
everything else” is a radical simplicity 
that appeals to those not interested in 
following the “everything else.”

COME INTO COMMUNITY
Jesus put His disciples into commu-

nity. Paul did too. The disciples learned 
everything side by side, and several came 
out into smaller groups of community to 
learn leadership. Paul didn’t let Apollos 
remain a lone ranger believer but gave 
him teachers and a community. Wher-
ever early Christians went, they created 
fellowships of followerships. 
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That should be a cautionary tale to those who 
would say they love Jesus but don’t want anything to 
do with the church. Jesus never offered that option. 
Remember Chris McCandless, the young man who 
died trying to survive alone in the Alaskan wilderness 
(“Into the Wild”)? Other people can make the differ-
ence between life and death. It’s life-threatening to 
trust in your own ability to navigate yourself through 
the rapids of faith. In reality, we don’t know our own 
blind spots. And not knowing can wash us overboard.

Notice what Jesus and Paul do not do. They put 
people in community and under teaching, but they 
never suggest we sell our souls to one teacher. In 
fact, Paul does quite the opposite: “One of you says, 
‘I follow Paul’; another, ‘I follow Apollos’; another, 
‘I follow Cephas’; still another, ‘I follow Christ.’ Is 
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? … Therefore, as it is 
written: ‘Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord’”  
(1 Corinthians 1:12–13, 31). 

In less time than it takes to watch a trailer for the 
latest Christian video, I can count a dozen Christian 
leaders who have fallen from grace. In 30 seconds, I 
can list a half-dozen wildly popular teachers whose 
theology is questionable. Yet Christian celebrity 
culture not only follows these teachers, it worships 
them. If younger generations don’t choose to affiliate 
with the church, perhaps our obsession with follow-
ing teachers rather than the Teacher is good reason 
for their suspicion.

While Paul urges followers to imitate him and 
other worthy believers, he also tells us to search the 
Scriptures and make sure what we are being taught is 
true. One of the values of following within commu-
nity is that we can test those truths with one another. 
Followership requires community to search those 
Scriptures, talk about what we have found and learn 
together what we cannot discern alone. 

It’s hard. It’s messy. It’s uncomfortable. But trying 
to follow Christ without a community of fellow 
believers is simply not within Jesus’ scope of possi-
bility. That means face-to-face, dysfunctional family 
community, not online safe-distance community.

If you want to ride in the Tour de France but you 
don’t want to do it with others, good luck. You either 
have to trail so far behind the rest of the pack that 
you risk getting lost or perform so incredibly that 

you’re far ahead of them. I know I am not that  
incredible. Yes, others may cause wipeouts. Yes, oth-
ers may be high maintenance. But they also encour-
age, direct and complete us in ways we desperately 
need to finish the race. They sharpen our skills and 
fill in the blanks we miss. Followership requires fol-
lowing in community.

COME INTO ACTION
To a Jew in Jesus’ time, His invitation is clear. 

“Follow me” would have been immediately under-
stood as a call to consider Jesus their rabbi (teacher): 
the one they would unquestionably imitate and the 
one with whom they would live life. That He called 
others, rather than waiting for others to come plead 
with Him for the chance (the more likely scenario for 
an acknowledged rabbi) displays already God’s intent 
to bless with grace and acceptance any who would 
come. 

A follower watched his rabbi in all things. How the 
rabbi ate, he ate. How the rabbi walked, he walked. 
How the rabbi spoke, he spoke. A follower imitated 
his teacher’s actions constantly until they were his 
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own. Followership is not a passive thing. It is an  
active, changing, always watchful lifestyle. 

A follower does not hear teaching and then go 
home and think about what a great idea she just 
heard. She goes home and does it. A follower doesn’t 
study the Bible and congratulate himself on all the 
knowledge he’s storing up. He puts it into action 
immediately. 

If you stood at your mother’s elbow and learned 
how to bake Christmas cookies, as I did, how much 
peppermint goodness would you consume if you 
simply thought happily about making those cookies 
every December? What if you strongly considered 
how important those cookies were, and you wrote 
cool magazine articles about how great they tasted? 
I am hungry thinking about it, but I will always be 
hungry unless I actually bake the cookies. 

That is the reason for closely observing and imitat-
ing the cook. Learn to enjoy the fruits of acting like 
the teacher. 

In the Bible, words like “believe” sound static to 
our modern English ear, but they are far from it.  
“Believe” is a verb in Jesus’ language. It is something 
you do, not something you assent to. A follower  
imitates the Messenger and the message. He does 
what Jesus does. 

Ultimately, what Jesus did was to sacrifice Himself. 
This is the goal of our followership. Following means 
to give ourselves away daily. Imitation of the One we 
follow entails active sacrifice of whatever He asks. 
Followership is not cheap. As we have sometimes 
made it a cheap, passive thing, we have also made it 
unpalatable for many younger believers. 

In “Interrupted,” Jen Hatmaker writes, “Not only 
was Communion a symbolic ritual, it was a new 

prototype of discipleship. Become a living offering, 
denying yourself for the salvation and restoration 
of humanity. Obedience to Jesus’ command is more 
than looking backward; it’s a present and continuous 
replication of His sacrifice. We don’t simply remem-
ber the meal; we become the meal.”

A list of proper beliefs doesn’t appeal to potential 
followers; action does.

COME INTO VULNERABILITY 
Jesus’ first followers also knew that a rabbi would 

watch them constantly. He would question their 
actions, decisions and beliefs. He would leave no 
thought undiscovered, no behavior unexamined, no 
pattern unshaken. Anything they wanted to keep in 
the dark, He would throw into the daylight. It would 
be His right as the teacher. Are we, as followers, ready 
to submit to that kind of vulnerability before our 
Lord? 

Jesus was after behavior formation. He wanted 
to develop discernment for future decision-making. 
He could simply have imparted information, but He 
knew that followers would need a change in their 
souls to truly follow, especially after He was gone 
from the earth. Thus, He didn’t offer “three ways 
to be a better tither” or “five principles of effective 
prayer.” He offered Himself as a mirror we must look 
into to see where we need to alter ourselves to better 
ref lect Him.

Hagar describes Yahweh as “the God who sees” 
(Genesis 16:13). He always was and still is. To follow 
Jesus is to let Him turn around on the path, beckon 
us up toward Him and let Him probe at those planks 
in our eyes. It’s to be seen, as we are and as we can 
and will be, and not run away from the threat of it.

Can the church retain followers in an age of Face-
book faith? Yes, but it needs to return to authenticity 
in whom and what we are following. Younger genera-
tions crave this authenticity, along with community, 
simplicity and value in the journey of faith. Fortu-
nately, this is precisely what Jesus offers when He 
asks us to come, follow. 

If the church wants to cultivate followership, the 
church must offer not a doctrine or a cause or a sys-
tem. It must not suggest we follow a party, preacher 
or program. It must offer a leadership that follows 
Jesus, and must portray a Jesus worth following. n
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JESUS WAS VERY YOUNG, 
AND MOST OF HIS FIRST 
FOLLOWERS WOULD 
HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED 
NEXTGEN BY THE 
ANCIENTS WHO WERE 
LEADING GOD’S PEOPLE 
AT THE TIME. 

May I vent for just a moment?
I’m so weary of the doom-and-

gloom assessments commonly 
made about members of the next generation 
(NextGen). I’m more than weary, truth to 
tell. I’ve heard and read all about how more 
than 80 percent of churched teens abandon 
the church once they leave home for college 
or university; they don’t believe in absolutes 
or embrace traditional biblical morality; they 
feel entitled, don’t know how to work hard, 
have short attention spans, and want pretty 
much everything right now! I’ve seen panic 
in the eyes of fearful parents and despairing 
grandparents. Worse, I’ve seen disdain and 
scorn on many church faces as they look at 
the body ink, piercings and other “exotic 
accessories” common today. Yes, disdain and 
scorn — as if to say, self-evidently, “There ya 
go.” It’s as if simply pointing at them makes 
some point that we should all find compel-

lingly depressing. Well, all I can do is call on 
a current expression, “Seriously?”

OK, thanks! I needed that.
Now, in the face of all of it, I want to say, 

“Bravo, NextGen!” Certainly, you have your 
issues, but don’t we all? I choose to  

BISHOPS
BY DAVID KENDALL
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face whatever truth there is in these assessments as a kind of “means of 
grace” for those of us who are more ancient than you. If these things are 
true, or to whatever extent they may be true, there are reasons — some 
of which the ancient ones don’t want to hear. For example, if you leave 
the church once you have freedom to do so, there is something wrong 
with the church and with the ancient ones who are being church in such 
a non-interesting and unattractive way. What should the ancient ones 
learn? (I nurse the hope that you will tell us, and we will listen.) 

For another example, if you do not buy the notion that anything is 
so important that it is “forever, for real,” and if you find it difficult to 
embrace the old folks’ rights and wrongs, maybe it’s because you haven’t 
seen enough of us sufficiently “all in” or haven’t heard us explain what 
we claim to know in ways comprehensible and compelling. (Perhaps we 
should wonder whether we really believe.) 

For a final example, if you feel entitled and struggle to see the sense of 
waiting for things you’ve worked hard to achieve, maybe you are selfish 
and lacking in the self-control that comes with maturity and that the 
Holy Spirit grows within us. Then again, maybe we ancient ones have 
indulged instead of truly loved you and have not taken the time to walk 
with you, mentor you, and offer you opportunities to learn, fail, and 
learn again. I mean, it could be all your fault. That is possible. But I 
think it right to practice the Golden Rule here and not assume it is. 

In all of these ways, the apparent rap against you might really (at least 
in part) boomerang back on us, the ancient ones. It could even help us 
negotiate the changes necessary to be church in a way that you will not 
want to leave, that will stand for things you’d die and live for, and that 
would welcome your vigorous contributions to the mission of Jesus.

So, let me say it again, “Bravo, NextGen!” 
As I say it, I am remembering that the original movement of Jesus 

was essentially a youth movement. Especially when seen in His cultural 
context, Jesus was very young, and most of His first followers would have 
been considered NextGen by the ancients who were leading God’s people 
at the time. Jesus entrusted His mission to them! The ancient ones of 
today might want to follow their Leader on this one. n

MAYBE WE ANCIENT ONES HAVE 
INDULGED INSTEAD OF TRULY LOVED YOU 
AND HAVE NOT TAKEN THE TIME TO WALK 
WITH YOU, MENTOR YOU, AND OFFER 
YOU OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN, FAIL, AND 
LEARN AGAIN.
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More than 30 leading artists competed 
for the role of chief sculptor of the 
Catholic Memorial at Ground Zero. 

Renowned painter, illustrator and sculptor John 
Collier ultimately earned the position for the 
memorial at St. Joseph’s Chapel in New York 
City. 

St. Joseph’s had served as a worship space for 
workers from the nearby World Trade Center, 
and after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
recovery workers stored equipment there. 
Following the recovery efforts, church leaders 
decided to include a memorial when the chapel 
received a necessary restoration following 
heavy damage from the recovery efforts.   

 “They wanted to make memorials to the 
people who had died, and they didn’t want 
a statue of a fireman and a policeman in the 
church, so they decided — being Catholics — 
to choose the patron saints of policemen, fire-
men and workers,” said Collier, who added that 
one biblical character also was selected. “They 
chose Mary Magdalene because she was the 

first witness to the resurrection” [John 20:1–18; 
Mark 16:9–11].  

The sculptures earned Collier the  
Optimé Award from Ministry & Liturgy mag-
azine, and he received coverage from national 
news media. (Go to fmchr.ch/pbsjc for a PBS 
profile of Collier.)

Collier grew up attending a couple of differ-
ent Protestant churches and a Catholic high 
school, but Christianity seemed more like an 
academic subject to him. Then he went on a 
blind date with another teenager named Shir-
ley. They started dating and he began attending 
church with her and her family. 

“I started going to the Free Methodist 
Church, and I learned about a relationship with 
the Lord, which made a lot more sense, because 
none of the stuff you learn in church makes 
any sense without that,” Collier said. “Knowing 
things about God is not the same as knowing 
God.”

He followed Shirley, who was a year ahead of 
him in school, to the Free Methodist campus 
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now known as Central Christian College of Kansas. The 
couple married while in college. As the son of artists, 
he began studying art and took a job changing lettering 
on radar plans for an aircraft company. He eventually 
landed a position as assistant director of a Dallas adver-
tising agency. Subsequent jobs included working as an 
illustrator in Minneapolis and Houston, an art director 
for Time-Life Films in New York City and as a visiting 
professor at the University of Kansas. His family moved 
to Washington while his daughter attended another 
Free Methodist school, Seattle Pacific University, but 
they later returned to Texas. 

While attending a Free Methodist church, Collier 
began sculpting along with his work in illustration and 
painting, but he did not think a market existed to sell 
his sculptures to churches. Then his sculpture of an 
angel was featured on the cover of a Catholic magazine, 
and a Catholic priest hired him to do a sculpture for his 
congregation. That opened doors to the Catholic art 
world. 

“The Catholic Church has been the primary patron 
of the arts in the history of humanity,” Collier said. 
“I would love to do something for a Free Methodist 
church. It just doesn’t ever happen.”

Collier understands that a sculpture may not be a 
realistic purchase for the average congregation.

“It’s very, very expensive to make. It takes me, for 
instance, a year to make a life-size sculpture,” he said. 
“When you hire me and then the people I have to hire, 
who are the foundry people, there are probably 15 
people who work on a piece of art before I give it to the 
client.”

That doesn’t mean Free Methodists haven’t had an  
influence on the arts. The late Free Methodist author 
Bob Briner inspired many artists through “Roaring 
Lambs” and subsequent books encouraging Christians 
to influence the world through their work. 

“Bob Briner, in fact, was a friend of mine. 
He was very kind to me, and encouraged me 
for a long time,” Collier said.

Collier hopes Christians reclaim the tradi-
tion of honoring God through the arts. 

“Five hundred years ago, if you wanted to 
hear the greatest words ever spoken, see the 
greatest paintings ever painted, see the great-
est sculpture ever made, you went to church,” 
he said. 

Collier noted that senses have been an important 
part of worshipping God since incense in the Old 
Testament, and senses can also be used to share God’s 
message with others. 

“We’re human beings. We have eyes, ears and noses, 
and all of those senses can be avenues for preaching the 
gospel,” he said. “Beauty is a great evangelist.” n

Editor’s note: Light + Life expresses gratitude to 
Free Methodist elder John “Ike” Owen, the executive 
director of the Crisis Chaplains Corps, for bringing 
Collier’s art to our attention and for commissioning 
Free Methodist photographer Cedric Wooten to take 
photos of Collier and his work.

ACTION
BY JEFF FINLEY
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WE’RE HUMAN BEINGS. WE HAVE 
EYES, EARS AND NOSES, AND ALL OF 
THOSE SENSES CAN BE AVENUES FOR 
PREACHING THE GOSPEL. BEAUTY IS A 
GREAT EVANGELIST. 

Go to fmchr.ch/jcollierhs for more information about Collier 
and to view some of his sculptures, paintings, tapestries, 
stained glass and bas-relief.

Cedric Wooten



What are the most important jobs in 
the church? We know the answer 
— no job is more important than 

another. Do we act that way though? 
B.T. Roberts is remembered today as the  

father of Free Methodism. This man followed 
the wisdom of God even when he lost all 
respectability in his original denomination. 
William Kendall was a friend of his, no less 
faithful, no less wise in God’s Spirit. They 
encouraged each other through difficult times. 
But those in charge shuffled Kendall off to an 
out-of-the-way church. He preached there 
for about a year. People’s lives were changed. 
Then he caught a fever and died. His name is 
in some history books, but he is not especial-
ly well remembered. He never got to see the 
results of his faithfulness. 

So — am I willing to be a William Kendall? 
Of course, most of us would be willing to be 
a B.T. Roberts if God asked us to. We would 

be willing to suffer for a while if we would 
eventually see our work have a lasting im-
pact in God’s kingdom. But what if I die and 
nobody remembers what I did? Even today, 
what if nobody notices my faithfulness? Do I 
want to look important, or at least be attached 
to someone else who is? In 1 Corinthians 3, 
Paul corrects this desire by putting leadership 
in the proper perspective: “What, after all, is 
Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, 
through whom you came to believe” (3:5a).

When Paul calls himself and Apollos 
“servants,” he is not using a term of respect. 
Plutarch, writing in the first and early second 
centuries, believed that working “with one’s 
own hands on lowly tasks” shows “one’s own 
indifference to higher things.” 

Although manual laborers such as servants 
were not respected by some of the elite, Paul 
uses these terms for the leaders of the com-
munity. In the 21st century, we might imagine 

DISCIPLESHIP
BY LAURA J. HUNT 
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PAUL HELPED THE CORINTHIANS 
RECEIVE GOD’S WISDOM TO 
EVALUATE THEIR LEADERS AND 
TO THINK OF THEMSELVES AS 
BELONGING TO GOD RATHER 
THAN BEING MEMBERS OF A 
HUMAN LEADER’S CIRCLE.

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST BELONG 
TO GOD



Paul calling our church leaders waiters, 
busboys and clerks. Paul wanted the Corin-
thians to rethink the way they valued their 
leaders.

We already know that leaders should be 
servants. In fact, for us, the title “servant of 
the Lord” actually brings a certain amount 
of respect. Paul goes on, though, to point 
away from them to the one standing behind 
them: “The Lord has assigned to each his 
task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it” 
(3:5b–6a).

This means that the leaders can’t be 
judged according to usual criteria. They can 
only be judged by God, since He is the one 
who appointed them to their tasks. Since 
Paul shows here that he values the work of 
Apollos, the two men were probably not 
in competition with each other. They were 
able to see their ministries as complemen-
tary and to identify themselves as servants 
of God living in Christ. But the Corinthians 
needed God’s wisdom to evaluate their 
leaders correctly and to think of themselves 
as belonging to God rather than as mem-
bers of a certain leader’s circle.

Furthermore, although the servants 
planted the seed, “God has been making 
it grow. So neither the one who plants nor 
the one who waters is anything, but only 
God, who makes things grow” (3:6b–7). 
Both here and in verse 5 (where he men-
tions the time that the Corinthians “came 
to believe”), Paul reminds the Corinthians 
of the planting of the community when 
they committed themselves to living life in 
Christ. He also turns their attention away 
from their leaders and toward God whose 
power was there at the beginning and con-
tinues to keep them growing. This connects 
the Corinthians with each other, but in an 
identity based on God rather than based 
on a human leader. After all, the purpose of 
farm work is to make things grow, and only 
God can provide the power for that.

This common purpose pulls  
everybody together. Each has a task, a 

mission given by God. If God has as-
signed a specific task to someone else, 
who am I to criticize? How would I 
know what God asked her to do? If his 
ministry isn’t growing as fast as I think 
it should, how can I judge? Maybe God 
has appointed him to plant rather than 
to water. 

God has assigned jobs as He sees fit; 
God is in charge of the outcome, and 
He will judge His workers. We need to 
identify ourselves as part of the people 
who belong to God, following leaders 
who are responsible to Him. The field 
and its workers belong to God. n

JARGON
INCARNATION 
(N.)

DEFINITION: 

THE UNION OF GOD 
AND HUMANITY IN 
JESUS CHRIST

USAGE: 

INCARNATION 
OCCURRED WHEN 
“THE WORD BECAME 
FLESH” (JOHN 1:14).

WHAT JOBS ARE INVISIBLE OR LESS 
VALUED IN YOUR CHURCH? 

CAN YOU IMAGINE YOUR CHURCH 
LEADERS DOING THE INVISIBLE OR 
LESS VALUED TASKS?

DISCIPLESHIP
BY LAURA J. HUNT
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DISCUSS IT

lightandlifemagazine.com

Did you know a new 
discipleship article is 
posted to our website 
each week? The four 
monthly articles are 
perfect for use in your 
small group or as a 
weekly supplement to 
individual study.

1
2

WE NEED TO IDENTIFY 
OURSELVES AS PART 
OF THE PEOPLE 
WHO BELONG TO 
GOD, FOLLOWING 
LEADERS WHO ARE 
RESPONSIBLE TO HIM.



SUPREME COURT RULES ON 
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

NEWS
FREE METHODIST CHURCH

The Supreme Court 
of the United 
States published 

today its rulings on 
whether states may ban 
same-sex marriages and 
whether on such grounds 
they may choose not to 
recognize the marriages 
of same-sex partners 
who married legally in 
other states. Specifically, 
the justices ruled 5-4 that 
states cannot deny same-
sex couples the right to 
marry.

Predictably, reactions 
to this ruling are strong 
and conflicting. Support-
ers of same sex-marriage 
are celebrating this decision as “marriage equality.” Supporters of defining marriage as 
between one man and one woman view the decision as yet another instance of social 
and political imposition of moral and spiritual values contrary to their understanding of 
their faith.

As Free Methodists, we remain committed to our best understanding of what God 
intended from the very beginning, what Jesus affirmed, and what virtually all followers 
of Christ have understood almost universally until relatively recently. We unequivocally 
affirm that from the beginning God intended marriage as composed of one man and one 
woman committing themselves to one another in a lifelong covenant of faithful love. In 
this union, where two become one flesh, God intends the reflection of God’s own self, 
God’s own image (see our 2011 Book of Discipline, par. 3215, 3311).

The Supreme Court’s decision is a legal ruling that will have legal consequences that 
play out in multiple directions and levels. Some of those consequences will no doubt 
affect us, in many different ways. What shall we do now?

The church must pursue its mission and vision: love God, love people and make dis-
ciples. The church must become healthy biblical communities of holy people … through 

Architect of the Capitol

CHURCH 
RESOURCES

FREEMO 
JOURNALS

Q: WHERE CAN I 
GET ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 
OR SMALL GROUP 
LESSONS?

A: LIGHT + LIFE 
IS TEAMING WITH 
THE FACILITATORS 
OF THE FREE 
METHODIST 
CHURCH’S NINE 
STRATEGY TEAMS 
TO PROVIDE A NEW 
SERIES OF BOOKS 
TO HELP YOU 
AND YOUR GROUP 
DIG DEEPER INTO 
GOD’S WORD. FOR 
DETAILS, GO TO: 
fmcusa.org/freemo

The Free Methodist Church – USA Board of Bishops issued the following statement 
June 26:
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Agape Conference, India

Liberty, New York

Leaders in India and the United States have expressed appreciation 
for donations to the Bishops’ Crisis Response Fund that helped 
congregations, communities and families rebuild after the powerful 
Cyclone Hudhud. Six churches were repaired and restored with 
the donations. The money directly benefited 170 families and 10 
villages. “After India’s most devastating cyclone in modern history 
severely impacted churches, property and even took the lives 
of several Free Methodists, FMCUSA churches gave generously 
to bring relief, restore hope, and rebuild homes and churches,” 
Bishop Matthew Thomas said. Go to fmchr.ch/hudhudr for more 
coverage. 

THANKS FOR CYCLONE RELIEF

The Vine and Branch Church celebrated its 150th anniversary of 
ministry on June 7. Superintendent David Harvey presided over 
the celebration with former pastors and their spouses. During the 
service that attracted 140 people, the superintendent announced 
the appointment of Ed and Robin Sostak as the new co-pastors. A 
luncheon was held afterward. The Liberty Falls Society was formed 
in 1865. In 1874, the congregation held a camp meeting, and Free 
Methodist founder B.T. Roberts was the main speaker. In 1992, 
the current sanctuary was built under the leadership of Pastors 
Skip Hellmig and Dave McCarthy. Go to fmchr.ch/vbfmc for more 
coverage. 

A CENTURY AND A HALF OF MINISTRY

whom God brings wholeness to a broken and 
hurting world.

More specifically, the Free Methodist 
Church’s response to the challenges of same-
sex relationships and marriage flows from the 
message of the gospel — that we are saved by 
grace through faith, that we will be judged 
finally on the basis of how we have responded 
to Jesus, not according to the particular forms 
of sin we have chosen compared with others.

The message of the gospel is that Jesus 
saves, that He does so completely or wholly, 
on His own timetable, by the convicting and 
transforming power of the Spirit, and most 
often in the community of others who are also 
being saved from their sins and the impact of 
sin upon their lives.

We will proclaim the good news in Jesus as 
the remedy God offers us, whatever particular 
sin grips us most firmly — all in the spirit of 
Jesus’ person and ministry. We can be “cor-
rect” but then corrupt or counter the impact 
of the truth by a spirit contrary to Jesus’ spirit.

We will trust the Holy Spirit to convict 
people of their sin, to enliven hope of trans-
forming possibilities, and then to lead people 
to God’s best for their lives.

We will be a people who offer ourselves 
as agents of Jesus’ grace and love to others, 
all others. We must reach out and welcome 
people in the Spirit of Jesus, in faith that Jesus 
knows how to care for all of us and bring us 
to His best. As we do, we must not give up on 
people, and must confidently hope and wait 
for the wholeness Jesus promised and will 
surely fulfill.

In the meantime, we will be people of such 
faith, hope and love individually and corpo-
rately with relentless passion. Therefore, let 
us evaluate ourselves against the welcome and 
grace of Jesus for others, and not give up on 
others, even as Jesus did not give up on us. n
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FREE METHODISM’S REBIRTH IN 
THE GATEWAY CITY

NEWS
FREE METHODIST CHURCH

St. Louis played an 
important role in the 
birth of Free Method-

ism. Denominational founder 
B.T. Roberts traveled to St. 
Louis in 1859 to meet a group 
of 150 people who left the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The group took a courageous 
stand against slavery despite 
being located in Missouri, a 
slave state. 

Free Methodists had a 
strong presence in St. Louis 
for many decades, but the 
denomination’s influence 
declined in recent years. 
Three years ago, the lone Free 
Methodist congregation in St. 
Louis was the Lighthouse Chi-
nese Free Methodist Church. 
Its mother congregation, the Lighthouse Free Methodist Church, had ceased a longtime 
ministry at 1218 Tower Grove Ave.  

Then Javier and Gloelma Quintana, a husband-and-wife ministry team, approached the 
Gateway Conference about using the Lighthouse building. 

“They said, ‘You have a church building. We have a dream. Would you allow us to meet?’” 
recalled Gateway Conference Superintendent Ben Tolly in June at the conference’s leadership 
summit. “We said, ‘Yeah, we would allow you to meet,’ and after we got to know them a little 
bit more, we said, ‘We’ll not only allow you to meet, but how about we partner with you?’”

The Quintanas were impressed with the conference’s openness. 
“I know that takes a lot for a big group to say, ‘There’s a building. Just get in there,” Pastor 

Gloelma Quintana told leadership summit participants. “You just trusted us without know-
ing who we were, and we’re really grateful for that.”

The Gateway Conference and the congregation began to learn more about each other, and 
both groups liked what they learned.

“We started a journey with Javier and Glo, and it was a courtship” said Tolly, who served at 

Superintendent Ben Tolly (left) participates in worship along with the 
Ministerio Apostolico Plantio del Señor dancers during the Gateway 
Conference’s leadership summit. 

Gloelma Rivera Quintana

BY JEFF FINLEY



Shreveport, Louisiana

Nescopeck, Pennsylvania

New Vision Community Church sponsored its annual summer 
community outreach event June 20 for 1,500 city residents who 
were treated to free clothing, toiletry items, hot food, music, 
games, prayer and assistance from community resource agencies 
for addictions, homelessness, health and wellness. Fifteen people 
gave their lives to Jesus Christ while others received prayer. Team 
members traveled from Texas, Virginia and Maryland to join in for 
this occasion. The event was held at Orleans Field on the property 
of Ernest’s Orleans Restaurant.

NEW VISION REACHES COMMUNITY

Four years ago, Pastor Mike Maleski of Living Hope Community 
Church had a dream of reaching those in need of food, clothing, 
household essentials, medical supplies and more. Another man  
donated a building, which now houses the Hope Center that 
includes a food pantry, Doreen’s Closet for people in need of 
clothing, the Good Neighbor Project for people who need medical 
supplies, and the household essentials department for people who 
need household items. The center’s Neighbors United To Serve 
(NUTS) volunteers do community service projects. Go to fmchr.ch/
hopecfm for more coverage.

HOPE CENTER LIVES UP TO NAME

the time across the Mississippi River as the lead 
pastor of the Bridge Free Methodist Church in 
Glen Carbon, Illinois. “[Previous] Superinten-
dent Lucia [Delamarter] began it and started 
getting me involved in it, and, each year, we 
saw the spirit of this new work become quite 
evident, and we got excited about what the pos-
sibilities could be.”  

With assistance from Mid-America Con-
ference Superintendent Jeff Johnson, Gateway 
leaders worked with the Quintanas and mem-
bers of their congregation to explore whether 
the congregation’s beliefs matched Free Meth-
odist theology. 

Pastor Javier Quintana said he knew he had 
found a home in the Free Methodist Church 
when he read the denomination’s mission “to 
love God, love people and make disciples.” 

“When I saw that part, I said, ‘Maybe I don’t 
need to go further than that, because this is the 
one thing that we’re looking for — to show His 
love through our lives,” he said.  

During the leadership summit, the Gateway 
Conference welcomed Ministerio Apostolico 
Plantio del Señor (MAPS) as a Free Methodist 
fellowship. MAPS worship dancers participated 
in worship at the summit. The previous week, 
43 MAPS members voted to affiliate with the 
Free Methodist Church, and Tolly said that the 
Quintanas baptized 15 people the previous night 
in their backyard swimming pool. 

“I feel so thankful to God that He gave me 
the opportunity to be part of this family,” Javier 
Quintana said.

The family already has benefited from its 
new members. The nearby Solid Rock Free 
Methodist Church in Pontoon Beach, Illinois, 
recently canceled a Sunday morning service to 
join the MAPS worship service in St. Louis. The 
two congregations are developing a partnership 
to reach the growing Hispanic population on 
the Illinois side of the St. Louis area. n


