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OPENERS
BY JEFF FINLEY

GC TALK  
After the Sunday service yesterday at my 

home church, someone asked me for 
a report on General Conference 2015. 

Although I’m a trained reporter, I struggled to 
respond quickly and articulately. It’s not easy 
to convey the significance of all that happened 
during GC15 to someone who wasn’t there. 

I could not have re-created the moving music 
of the GC15 worship team. I could have mentioned 
the powerful sermons and devotionals, but I wasn’t 
sure where to begin in passing along the many 
insights I received. I tried to share about my time 
in one of the conference’s nine strategy groups, 
but then I thought of the eight other groups’ work 
I wasn’t mentioning. I could have mentioned the 
GC15 mission trips, but one of the missioners  
already had shared during the worship service 
about her life-changing experiences in Haiti.

I face a similar dilemma in compiling this Light 
+ Life issue, which offers a look back at GC15 and 
a look forward to how the conference’s outcomes 
will impact the Free Methodist Church – USA and 
our global family. GC15 participants may question 
why some exciting details of the conference didn’t 
make it into print, and other readers may mistak-
enly think this issue isn’t relevant to them because 
they didn’t attend GC15. 

Space and deadline constraints prevent this 
issue from being a comprehensive record. The 
strategy groups have produced a wealth of  
research and resources that will continue emerg-
ing in the coming months. Expect to read more 
from the groups in future editions of this maga-
zine and the new FreeMo Journals (fmcusa.org/
freemo). We don’t yet know every edit to the 
“Book of Discipline” that will result from the 
conference’s legislative sessions, but those  
details will be revealed in the near future. 

In the meantime, keep reading for snapshots 
of how God moved in Orlando and the ongoing 
impact for the “Whole Church.”  n
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Many readers of this maga-
zine participated in General Conference 2015, 
but many were not able to attend this global 
gathering of Free Methodists in July at the 
Caribe Royale All-Suite Hotel and Convention 
Center in Orlando, Florida. Rather than mere-
ly providing a news recap of GC15, the Light 
+ Life staff asked the three Free Methodist 
Church – USA bishops to share their perspec-
tives about general conference. We hope this 
article will help GC15 participants see the 
ongoing results of their involvement while 
giving other readers knowledge of how God 
worked through general conference and the 
multiple ways the conference will continue to 
shape the church’s future. 

A NEW BEGINNING OF 
SORTS
BY BISHOP MATTHEW THOMAS 

General Conference 2015 was a unique 
experience for me and others with 
whom I spoke. If you missed this one, 

make plans for the next one in 2019. We came 
together to reconnect with our whole ministry 
family, renew relationships, reaffirm our iden-
tity, respect our church’s history, and review 
our commitment to mission and vision for the 
future of the Free Methodist Church. We did all 
of that in the context of seeking God in worship 
and prayer, learning together in strategy groups 
and deliberating on matters important to us 
all. And it didn’t hurt to do so in an enjoyable 
environment conducive to building families 
and relationships. 

This might have been the most invigorating 
event I have ever attended in the Free Meth-
odist Church. There are several reasons. It 
was the most well-attended denominational 
leadership event I have experienced in nearly 37 
years of ministry. Leaders attended from North, 
Central and South America along with Asia, 
Europe and Africa. It was also one of the most 
diverse groups assembled in the Free Methodist 
Church – USA. The Free Methodist Church is a 

beautiful collage of races, languages, cultures 
and ages. Most were well-represented.

Standing out more than anything else was 
the presence of and openness to the Holy Spirit 
among us. We sought the Lord together. God 
moved us. God moved in us. God is continuing 
to move us more deeply to love and serve Him 
and others. There was not a spirit of regional 
superiority or hesitancy to learn and grow. 
Everyone was open to learn and breathe deeply 
of the truth and presence of God. The Spirit 
touched old and young alike. Lay and clergy 
were united in mission. 

Optimism filled the air. It was not a wishful 
thinking kind of optimism. This optimism was 
fully aware of attacks upon the Christian faith, 
the growing antipathy in culture to the church 
in general and the social upheaval, racial ten-
sion and moral crises facing church and society. 
Our eyes are wide open to the challenges and 
the need for change, even in us. The optimism 
that comes from the Spirit of God reminds us 
that “the one who is in you is greater than the 
one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

Even our partners who tended booths and 
spoke about their ministries were not vendors 
per se. They were fully engaged in the ministry 
of the Free Methodist Church, not leveraging 
opportunity to sell products and services but 
truly desiring to work with the church to assist 
us in fulfilling our call to love God, love people 
and make disciples. Ministry lunches and  
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THERE WAS NOT A SPIRIT 
OF REGIONAL SUPERIORITY 
OR HESITANCY TO LEARN 
AND GROW. EVERYONE 
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TRUTH AND PRESENCE OF 
GOD.

BISHOP 
MATTHEW 
THOMAS
has been an 
active part 
of the Free 
Methodist 
Church since 
1979. His 
ministry roles 
have included 
serving as 
a pastor, 
church planter, 
missionary and 
superintendent.

Robleh Kirce (kirce.com)
and Katie Ehle



desserts were inspirational whether cele-
brating missions, children, racial diversity, 
institutional connection, women, men or 
youth. It was clear throughout the conven-
tion center that God’s goodness has been 
palpable in the Free Methodist Church,  
and His call to service is being lived out in a 
wide array of ministries. 

Central to the daytime work were the 
skill-filled presentations of the Strategic 
Priority Groups (SPG) that informed and 
equipped attendees and conference dele-
gates in nine very important areas. We are all 
now more aware of how we might become 
globally engaged, develop leaders, be 
healthy, embrace people not like us, multiply 
ministry, partner with other ministries, grow 
in size and fruitfulness, minister in urban 
settings, and disciple others to become more 
like Jesus. Each session offered takeaways 
that will most certainly help us be the 
church God intended us to be. 

One first-time attendee from Michigan 
said, “The strategy sessions that I attended 
were great! I felt that the facilitators, team 
leaders and all the contributors put together 
valuable, informative and inspiring presen-
tations.” A pastor from California said after 
attending the sessions, “I feel more equipped 
to lead the church than ever before.”

It should not be forgotten that one of 
the most instrumental parts of any general 
conference is the processing of important 
resolutions impacting our governance, faith 
and practice as Free Methodists as well as 
the election of our bishops and board that 
serve the church between each general 
conference. The conference members took 
the majority of one day handling important 
matters and did so with grace and unity. In 
an era when grace and unity do not typify 
denominational gatherings, it was apparent 
that God was in the midst of the business 
sessions. One first-time delegate said, “I 
thought something as emotionally charged 
as sexuality would produce conflict. In-
stead, though differences of opinion were 
expressed, there was a deep respect for 
those who shared their thoughts, a com-
mitment to the Scriptures and to minister-
ing grace in our communities that prevailed 
even in the final, approved resolution. I 
have never seen anything like this.” 

I am grateful for the more than 2,200 
participants at General Conference 2015 
and the complementary mission trips. I 
have many new friends among them. The 
staff members of the Caribe Royale agree. 
One of the convention directors told us 
that she was personally touched by this 
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unique group of people who blessed her and 
their entire staff. Well done, friends, walking in 
the light. 

So what does this mean for us moving for-
ward? After GC15, we know more fully who we 
are. Now we must live up to our identity. We 
know what to do. Now we must do it. We know 
better what this family is like. Now we must 
support it. We know how great the need is. We 
must seek the aid of the Spirit and pray that 
God’s will would be done in the Free Methodist 
Church and that His kingdom come on earth as 
it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10). 

BECOMING WHOLE 
CHURCH
BY BISHOP DAVID KENDALL 

Granted, we named a goal for General 
Conference 2015 that sounded lofty or 
pretentious: To be whole as a church. 

By “church” we meant the FMCUSA and annual 
conferences but, most of all, local churches. We 
planned and prepared so that churches might 
pursue life and mission with Jesus locally and 
globally and thus become “whole.”

“Whole” does not mean perfect, as though 
finally we got beyond the point of no improve-
ment. “Whole” does not mean complete, as 
though, henceforth, we shall lack nothing. And 
“whole” does not mean finished, as though 
we’ve arrived and can now congratulate our-
selves on our accomplishments.

“Whole” does mean put together, resourced 
and led so that we can reach our full potential 
as people of God, individually and corporately. 
Therefore, to be whole means we are eager for 
any adjustment or improvement that helps us 
reach our potential. “Whole” means that, what-
ever need arises, we are connected in all the right 
ways, so need is matched by resources. “Whole” 
means no impediments or hindrances deter or 
divert us in pressing on toward all Christ wants 
for us.

The Apostle Paul wrote that Christ, the head 
of the church, provides leaders who prepare 

God’s people for their mission so that Christ’s 
body is built up, unified and “mature, attaining 
to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” 
(Ephesians 4:11–16). We planned and prepared 
for General Conference 2015 with this goal in 
mind: becoming “whole church.” Lofty? Yes! 
Pretentious? I don’t think so. Here are several 
reasons why.

Only God can make “whole church.” Did God 
work to do so? We organized our gathering to 
allow space for worship, teaching, preaching, 
praying and responding to whatever God might 
do among us. In ways that seem uncharac-
teristic for general conference gatherings, the 
Holy Spirit moved among us in response to our 
worship and hearing God’s Word. Our respons-
es came from simple appeals to love God, love 
people and make disciples. And hundreds 
responded. Our responses came from power-
ful and stirring teaching about discipleship, 
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embracing all people, developing leaders and engaging 
the urban centers of the United States. These responses 
comprise the stuff of wholeness.

Only God can focus a people so that mission with 
Jesus becomes their passion. Feedback from the nine 
Strategic Priority Groups reflects growing singularity of 
focus and eagerness to pursue Jesus’ way and work in 
local and global settings. The several mission trips that 
300 of our number experienced during the conference 
reflects this focus. I am confident that few returned 
from GC15 thinking about the changes we made to our 
official documents. Many returned with fire in their 
souls, ideas and strategies in their minds, and power 
to begin or deepen the work of Jesus for the sake of the 
world. It looks to me like emerging wholeness.

Only God can unite a people who in most respects 
have little in common. We’re still way too mono-cultural. 

Yet movement in the right direction could be seen, heard 
and felt at our gathering. An infant or child can be whole, 
with a lot of growing up still to do. So can a church.  
Redeemer God, being our helper, we are moving or 
being moved toward the great gathering around the 
throne that includes all kinds (Revelation 7:9–10). The 
movement is slow, but still from one degree of whole-
ness to another.

Only God can forge a way forward in the face of diffi-
cult and challenging cultural currents. We gathered in 
the shadow of Supreme Court rulings and social pres-
sures fraught with both danger and potential. For two 
hours, we discussed and listened, we offered amend-
ments and adjustments, and came to overwhelming 
agreement despite some considerable differences among 
us. This agreement flows from faithfulness to the Scrip-
tures and to the ongoing mission of Jesus — agreement 
that signals whole-church consensus.

Only God can visit a people, meet their needs, and 
empower them to witness beautifully and compellingly 
to our world. Two telling experiences confirm God’s 
visitation among us in this way.

First, we concluded General Conference 2015 inviting 
the Free Methodist Church – USA to come to Jesus’ table 
and receive His gifts to make us whole. We had 20 sta-
tions at which two leaders — one from the United States 
and one from the international church — offered Jesus’ 
body and blood to all who came. We gave no instructions 
other than for the people to come to the station nearest 
them. The people came in droves, eagerly crowding in 
from this way and that. One server called it a holy chaos. 
At one point, several persons pressed in and reached for 
the bread over others, as if they believed Jesus were really 
there and as if just the slightest touch would make all the 
difference in the world. 

Second, after the general conference was over and 
most people had left for home, there was a time of  
debriefing with the administration and staff of the 
Caribe Royale, where our conference was hosted. At 
the debriefing, they expressed amazement at the way 
our people related to them and one another. They felt 
respect, experienced generosity, observed thankful-
ness and cooperation, and there was … something else, 
something special. I believe that “something” was the 
coming together of a whole body that causes wonder, 
creates thirst and commends the only One who satisfies 
the thirst. It suggests the birthing of whole church. 
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ONE BODY RESPONDING
BY BISHOP DAVID ROLLER

From around the globe and the far corners 
of the United States, delegates and par-
ticipants funneled through the Orlando 

International Airport, not intent on seeing a 
huge mouse but intent on answering two ques-
tions. We all wanted to know, “Is this still my 
church?” and “Is God’s hand of favor upon us?” 

Even the most stalwart Free Methodist 
wanted to see if the heart of our church could 
sing, cry and celebrate together in a real-world 
venue, a venue called the Grand Sierra Ball-
room. Old-timers recalled that B.T. Roberts had 
converted a theater; perhaps God could move 
in a ballroom. Those newer to the movement 
wondered why we didn’t just call him Benjamin.

From the airport, it was on to the hotel. For 
a movement cradled in a tradition of simplicity, 
could we missionally and intentionally move into 
the kind of spaces that America inhabits? Or 
would chandeliers and patterned carpets some-
how undercut our core identity? Turns out that 
nobody noticed the chandeliers; we were too 
busy exploring ministry together. Whether it was 
the nine Strategic Priority Groups or the evening 

services or the exhibit hall or the administrative 
meetings, the venue quickly “disappeared” and 
did what it was meant to do: enable the people 
of God to counsel together. It was common to 
hear people comment they were glad for a venue 
that helped us sleep well, eat appropriately and 
facilitate our work.

At one point, I was walking by the swim-
ming pool area during the afternoon. It was a 
thoroughly modern American setting. A DJ was 
blaring music and trying to get folks to play a 
poolside game. I cringed inwardly, imagining 
some dear saints condemning us for trying to 
do the work of the church in such a pagan  
environment. Then I took a deep breath and 
realized how perfect it was! We were doing 
church exactly where we should “do church.” 
For a people intent on penetrating the world 
with the good news, this was exactly where we 
should be. When the church gathers, it should 
be within eyesight and earshot of the broken-
ness and pain that Jesus came to heal. What 
good could it do to withdraw to some idyllic 
bubble and, from there, talk about invading the 
world with God’s love? This was a meeting in 
the middle of the messiness of America today.

Once the meetings began, we divided into 
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nine Strategic Priority Groups. I visited all nine. Each one was different, but 
all were the result of months of preparation by leaders who had been charged 
with delivering implementable strategies to the church. As I ducked in and 
out, I saw small groups so intent in conversation that they were oblivious to 
the hubbub of a dozen other small groups around them. I saw videos they had 
produced, books they had written, surveys they had taken, and case studies 
and websites they had created. The energy of many of the denomination’s key 
leaders was uncapped in those nine rooms. It spilled out and drenched us all 
with their enthusiasm.

The final day of GC15 was dedicated to matters of polity and personnel, 
elections of bishops and the Board of Administration as well as consideration of 
resolutions deemed central to the church. All of this was done in a spirit of col-
legiality and submission to the Spirit. Even as the body debated and considered 
the problematic issues of the day, it was still one body. There wasn’t evidence of 
division. Somehow, in the middle of a country where rudeness seems to mark 
even things as mundane as a trip to the grocery store, hundreds of us listened 
to each other and thoughtfully guided the church through thorny issues with 
truth and grace. Against all intuition, the church was actually bonded together 
by carefully addressing what could have been divisive matters.

When the final day rolled around, the answers to our initial questions 
were yes and yes! Yes, this is still my church — still my church because we’re 
blessed to be a part of a movement that coalesces around being serious, yet 
joy-filled, followers of Jesus. We believe in transformation — not transforma-
tion into some stony asceticism but transformed by the renewal of our hearts 
into fullness in Christ, so that we can serve Him as He transforms our world.

And yes, God’s hand of favor is upon us. Often when we plan for an event, 
we pray that God will “show up.” Of course God always “shows up,” but there 
are certain seasons and times when the wind of the Spirit blows stronger. 
Then there are other seasons and times when God’s people respond quickly to 
any zephyr from God. GC15 was marked by both of those. The Spirit stirred us 
often, and we responded readily. That is a potent combination: God moving, 
His people responding. Time after time at GC15, the people of God moved 
quickly to respond to His call.

GC15 turned out to be a heart thing. The mark of GC15 was an affirmation 
for Free Methodists that we have not been distracted from our central call-
ing, our calling to authentically and fully follow Jesus. This is my church. His 
hand is upon us. n

THE MARK OF GC15 WAS AN AFFIRMATION 
FOR FREE METHODISTS THAT WE HAVE NOT 
BEEN DISTRACTED FROM OUR CENTRAL 
CALLING, OUR CALLING TO AUTHENTICALLY 
AND FULLY FOLLOW JESUS.
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Before General Conference 2015 started, 
about 600 people gathered at the GC15 
venue for powerful Freedom Summit 

messages and music encouraging them to 
embrace the ultimate Source of freedom and to 
fight against human trafficking.

“There’s no answer apart from Jesus. He 
leads us right to those spaces where we have 
to depend on Him,” said Danielle Strickland, a 
Salvation Army officer who has led an anti- 
trafficking organization. “In the end, what’s  
actually going to change the word is when  
Moses fades and Elijah fades, and all there is 
left is Jesus.”

The Set Free Movement partnered with other 
groups to sponsor the summit. Musical acts 
included Northern Ireland’s Rend Collective, 
Florida’s Set Free and Oklahoma’s Charlie Hall 
Band. Pastor and worship leader Charlie Hall 
took a break from providing his band’s music to 
share his reflections on the parable of the prodi-

gal son (Luke 15:11–32) and the woman caught 
in adultery (John 8:1–11). 

“It’s not ‘good guys’ and ‘bad guys.’ It’s like 
everybody needs Jesus,” Hall said. 

Speakers included Free Methodist bishops, 
One Day’s Wages founder Eugene Cho,  
International Justice Mission Vice President of 
Spiritual Formation Jim Martin, Not Our Native 
Daughters Director Lynnette Greybull, Wesleyan 
Holiness Consortium Operations Manager Kate 
Wallace and Stripped Love Chief Executive Of-
ficer Kimberly Majeski. Their messages were not 
always easy to hear. 

“One of the most dangerous things for us as 
followers of Christ is when we cease to be teach-
able. … Sometimes the most difficult people 
to lead to Christ are Christians,” said Cho, who 
also warned the abolitionists not to misrepre-
sent or take advantage of the people for whom 
they’re advocating. “It’s so seductive to use peo-
ple to build our own stories and platforms.”

ACTION
BY JEFF FINLEY
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Martin emphasized how we can become so focused 
on challenges like a bathroom remodel that we fail to 
pay attention to much more serious issues in our world. 

“Small problems can appear big to us, and this comes 
at a cost. It actually distorts our worldview,” said Martin, 
who added there are spiritual implications to focusing 
on our minor problems while ignoring societal issues 
like human trafficking. “We don’t see the justice issues 
in the Scriptures because we don’t see them around us 
in the world.” 

Tomas Lares, the founder and executive director of 
the Florida Abolitionist group, opened the summit and 
noted the presence of Orange County, Florida, Commis-
sioner Pete Clarke in the audience. He emphasized the 
importance of working with government officials and 
other groups. 

“We’re creating a strategy for the state of Florida, and 
then in our regions, we’re creating a strategy,” Lares said. 
“It’s so important we understand in this fight against 
human trafficking — whether you’re called to go over-
seas and be an abolitionist or you’re called in your own 
backyard —  that God is calling us to do it in the power 
of collaboration. … Please leave your logo and your ego 
at the door.”

In the first evening’s keynote address, Strickland 
shared the Salvation Army’s heritage of shutting down 
the brothel system in Japan more than 100 years ago 
and ways in which others are working to replicate those 
results today using methods that are relevant to our 
current situations. When she worked for the Salvation 
Army in Melbourne, Australia, a convention center 
booked the Salvation Army for an event at the same 
time as the Sexpo convention. While other leaders were 
worried about ensuring separation from the sex conven-
tion, she booked a booth there, and the event’s orga-
nizer gave her free space, treated her 
kindly and requested a Bible from her. 
She said Jesus leads us into the weak 
spots and the hard situations. 

“He invites us into the right now, 
into the present time, into what He 
wants to do this time, how He wants 
to work in this moment, how it’s going 
to work in this generation,” Strickland 
said. “We actually have to let go of how 
we think in our heads that’s it’s going to 
work.”

Free Methodist missionary Kevin Austin, the Set Free 
Movement’s national director, told participants not to 
expect the summit to make them feel guilty or that they 
aren’t doing enough. 

“We really believe that modern slavery is more of 
a symptom than a problem,” Austin said. “The main 
problem is brokenness. People are broken, families are 
broken, communities are broken, systems are broken, 
governments are broken, finances are broken, and on 
and on and on, and we know that the only true solution 
to that brokenness is what Jesus brings.”

The summit included more than 20 different organi-
zations committed to fight human trafficking. 

“Let’s come together and focus on being a community 
and really leaning into the healing and the hope of what 
God can do, and let’s unify the movement. Then let’s 
engage,” Austin said. “Then we’ll have effective, sustain-
able strategies and actions.” n

ACTION
BY JEFF FINLEY
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SLAVERY IS MORE OF A SYMPTOM THAN 
A PROBLEM. THE MAIN PROBLEM IS 
BROKENNESS ... AND WE KNOW THAT 
THE ONLY TRUE SOLUTION TO THAT 
BROKENNESS IS WHAT JESUS BRINGS.”

Katie Ehle

Salvation Army officer Danielle Strickland



What would life be like if every person 
understood his or her purpose, which 
is to glorify God? What if every 

person understood his or her mission to make 
disciples (Matthew 28:19)? When you under-
stand your purpose and mission, it  
becomes easier to recognize God working in 
your situations. I would not be who I am with-
out my past difficulties and current realities.

However, our difficulties and realities can 
feel like mountains when we endure them. 
Sometimes we let the mountains of our prob-
lems block the view of our purpose and mission 
as Christians.

I have climbed my share of mountains that 
cast a shadow over my purpose and mission. 
Eventually, I allowed these mountains to com-
pletely block my view.

My first mountain climb started at a young 
age, yet I believe God was preparing me for 
today before I even knew it. 

I jokingly refer to myself as a one-woman 
walking United Nations. I am black. My parents 
are immigrants from Panama. I was raised in 
a home with Spanish-speaking parents and 
Latin foods, music and culture. We lived in a 
predominately white and Asian neighborhood. 
I experienced world culture by waking up in the 
morning.

Prior to second grade, kids would say, “Hey, 
I want to play with that little girl.” Soon chil-
dren learned to say, “I don’t want to play with 
that black girl.” My skin was referred to as dirty, 
my parents were looked down upon because 
of their accents, and I was judged for my hair’s 
different texture. 

My first mountain was the mountain of 
self-identity. By the third grade, I was hospital-
ized for ulcers. I was confused, introverted and 
never necessarily felt like I quite fit in anywhere. 

But God wastes nothing. Mountain climbs 
are painful, but they strengthen us. 

DISCIPLESHIP
BY KRISTY HINDS 
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— a staff pastor 
at Light & 
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Fellowship 
North in Long 
Beach, California 
— oversees 
women’s and 
small group 
ministries for 
the multicampus 
church. This 
article is 
condensed from 
the devotional 
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at General 
Conference 
2015.

OUR DIFFICULTIES 
AND REALITIES 
CAN FEEL LIKE 
MOUNTAINS WHEN 
WE ENDURE THEM. 

CLIMBING (AND MOVING)  
MOUNTAINS



Pain can become a gift, but it took years 
for me to understand this. I tucked the iden-
tity issue away instead of giving it to God. 

I grew up timid and shy. I could not speak 
publicly above a whisper outside of close 
friends and family.

My second mountain climb came in 
college. 

I moved across the country to attend 
Howard University in Washington, D.C. I 
thought the accolade of being accepted to 
a prestigious, historically black university 
would resolve my identity issues.

I exchanged my purpose to glorify God 
with the purpose of self-satisfaction. I began 
drinking and attending parties. As a 19-year-
old sophomore, I was raped in a dorm 
bathroom during a party. I tucked away the 
hurt and burden of rape. I refused to surren-
der my pain even though this mountain was 
much harder to climb. Another mountain 
climb occurred in my mid-20s. 

I ended up in a toxic and codependent  
relationship with a man almost a decade 
older. Fancy parties and expensive dinners 
turned into a free fall of drugs and then an 
abortion.

As a Christian, I felt choked by the weight 
of my choices and sin. I eventually surren-
dered. I cried out to God and reached for my 
parents. My father uttered the kindest words 
of love and grace that only represent an iota 
of what Jesus feels for me. 

I was rescued by love.
Traumas have not defined me. After an 

amazing career in radio, television and film, 
God still planned to use my past to bring 
light to the future of others. 

God led me to the Free Methodist Church 
— a denomination that recognizes our iden-
tity is in Christ, believes all races and ethnici-
ties are free to live and worship  
together, and believes women and men are 
free to be treated equally as spiritual leaders. 
Free Methodists believe grace is free. The 
grace that God showed me after having an 
abortion is the grace I learned to use to for-

give my rapist because I understood he 
had his own brokenness.

Our church reaches broken people 
whose hurts I can recognize. Because I 
know my purpose is to glorify God with 
my life and to make disciples, I can use 
my past hurts and current realities to 
reach people for Christ. God is not just 
going to help us climb the mountains. 
He is going to move them! 

Through our experiences and the 
transparency with which we share our 
stories, we are able to connect with the 
pain in others and lead them toward the 
redeeming love of Jesus Christ. n

JARGON
DISENFRAN-
CHISED (ADJ.)

DEFINITION: 

DEPRIVED 
OF POWER, 
MARGINALIZED, 
DEFENSELESS

USAGE: 

WE WILL IMPROVE 
OUR REACH TO 
THE POOR AND 
DISENFRANCHISED.

WHY IS IT HARD TO UNDERSTAND 
GOD’S PLANS WHILE CLIMBING 
LIFE’S MOUNTAINS?

DO WE DEFINE OURSELVES BY OUR 
TRAUMAS OR BY OUR IDENTITY IN 
CHRIST?

DISCIPLESHIP
BY KRISTY HINDS
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DISCUSS IT

lightandlifemagazine.com

Did you know a new 
discipleship article is 
posted to our website 
each week? The four 
monthly articles are 
perfect for use in your 
small group or as a 
weekly supplement to 
individual study.

1
2

BECAUSE I KNOW 
MY PURPOSE IS TO 
GLORIFY GOD WITH 
MY LIFE AND TO MAKE 
DISCIPLES, I CAN USE 
MY PAST HURTS AND 
CURRENT REALITIES TO 
REACH PEOPLE FOR 
CHRIST.



NEWS
FREE METHODIST CHURCH

CHURCH 
RESOURCES

ENGAGE 
URBAN

Q: WHERE CAN 
I GO TO GET 
TIPS FOR DOING 
MINISTRY IN A BIG 
CITY?

A: THE ENGAGE 
URBAN STRATEGIC 
PRIORITY GROUP 
HAS CREATED A 
WEBSITE THAT 
INCLUDES AN 
URBAN MINISTRIES 
TOOLBOX WITH 
PRACTICAL 
CONTENT AND 
REFERRALS:  
engageurban.net
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PHYLLIS SORTOR NAMED  
WOMAN OF QUADRENNIUM 

When abducted in 
Nigeria Feb. 23 and 
released March 6, Free 

Methodist missionary Phyllis 
Sortor received international 
news coverage. That dramatic 
experience, however, was not the 
reason Women’s Ministries  
International presented Sortor 
with the Woman of the Qua-
drennium Award at the July 14 
luncheon celebrating WMI’s 125 
years of global mission. 

WMI Executive President 
LaWanda Bullock explained that 
the WMI Executive Board named 
Sortor a finalist for the award in 
October 2014 and chose her for the 
prestigious honor when the board met again Feb. 16. 

“The next week, she was kidnapped,” Bullock said at the luncheon in a packed ballroom of 
the Grand Caribe Convention Center in Orlando, Florida. “People around the world prayed, 
and God answered prayer, and she was released.”

Bullock said that Sortor received the award because she has “devoted years to the people 
of Africa, a land she deeply loves.” Bullock cited Sortor’s childhood in Mozambique, her pre-
vious ministry in Rwanda and her work in Nigeria with leadership development efforts and 
International Child Care Ministries. The award recognizes Sortor’s “outstanding sacrificial 
service and intentional Christian leadership, an example of WMI’s principles and purposes.”

‘ALL ABOUT JESUS’
Sortor thanked WMI but said she plans to “hand that award over to Jesus Christ” because 

her work is for Him. 
“This honor is too big for me, and it’s very undeserved. I know that I have done nothing 

more and probably much, much less than most of you sitting here who are serving in God’s 
kingdom,” Sortor told the luncheon participants.

Sortor shared that she recently read a Charles Spurgeon devotional that uses Hebrews 12:2 
to remind us to be “fixing our eyes on Jesus” and that we cannot take credit for our salvation. 

Missionary Phyllis Sortor (left) receives the Woman of the Quad- 
rennium Award from WMI Executive President LaWanda Bullock.

Jeff Finley

BY JEFF FINLEY
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Orlando, Florida

General Conference 2015 delegates elected a denominational 
Board of Administration that includes 10 new members. New 
members are Brad Button, Rob Campbell, Cheri Coleman, Amy 
Colgan, John Davis, Darlene Mieney, Lisa Onink, Dana Perkins, 
Al Sones and Alex Soto. East Region members include Campbell, 
Davis, Mieney, Onink, Perkins, Sones and Soto. Central Region 
members include Button, Colgan, Susan Agel, Jeff Johnson, Ed 
Lamoreaux, Charles Toy and Mark Van Valin. West Region members 
include Coleman, Hal Conklin (the re-elected chairman), Moises 
Bejarano, Byron Forbes, Melinda Matzdorff, Mike Welstad and Matt 
Whitehead.

NEW BOA ELECTED AT GC15

General Conference 2015 delegates voted on the first ballot 
to re-elect Bishops David Kendall, David Roller and Matthew 
Thomas. Delegates also voted for Thomas to continue serving 
as lead bishop of the Free Methodist Church – USA. “We are 
humbled to serve the church, and we don’t take this both honor 
and responsibility lightly,” Thomas said. “We love you. We pray for 
you. It is a privilege to serve. As we pray for the church, we would 
ask that you pray for us.” Go to fmchr.ch/breelect for expanded 
coverage.

BISHOPS RE-ELECTED AT GC15

“It’s all about Jesus, and so this award is for 
my Jesus,” she said. “All glory be to Him forever 
and ever. Amen.”

TOP WESLEYAN
The luncheon’s keynote address came from 

Wesleyan Church General Superintendent Jo 
Anne Lyon, who expressed solidarity with her 
Free Methodist hostesses. “We share a great 
history together. We share a great theology  
together. To me, there is no difference,” Lyon 
said. “God’s using all of us.”

Before becoming the first woman to lead the 
Wesleyan Church, Lyon founded World Hope 
International, her denomination’s official relief 
and development partner.

“God is still calling us for a witness in some of 
the most unusual places, and He’s calling you,” 
Lyon said. “The world is hungry for spiritual 
leadership.”

She shared how she joined other women in 
prayer after they saw children for sale while vis-
iting Cambodia in 1996 shortly after she started 
World Hope International. The experience 
prompted her to become a leader in the emerg-
ing movement against human trafficking. She 
returned to the same street corner years later to 
find the neighborhood cleaned up with children 
playing freely. 

“They took me to what had been the most 
vile brothel in that area, and that brothel is now 
a church and community center,” Lyon said. 
“That’s how our God does greater things.”

Lyon urged the WMI to stay committed to 
both justice and righteousness in keeping with 
Amos 5:24.

“If it’s only justice, it will just become politi-
cal. If it’s only righteousness, it will just become 
inward,” Lyon said. “When it’s righteousness 
and justice together, that’s what transforms the 
society. That’s about bringing the kingdom of 
God on earth.”  n
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ICCM CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF 
HELPING CHILDREN

NEWS
FREE METHODIST CHURCH

More than 600 
people from 24 
nations attended 

International Child Care 
Ministries’ Jubilee Celebra-
tion during General Confer-
ence 2015. 

“We’ve calculated that 
we’ve sponsored about 
100,000 kids in these 50 
years,” ICCM Director Linda 
Adams said at the July 14 
banquet that also streamed 
live online for a global audi-
ence. “As we comprehend the 
growth of the church around 
the world, we’ve been told 
many times that our strong 
partnership has been, in 
fact, very instrumental.” 

Several of the global Free Methodist leaders at GC15 revealed that they were spon-
sored by ICCM when they were children. Because many churches have started fol-
lowing the establishment of an ICCM school, Adams called ICCM “the front edge of a 
church-planting movement.”

ICCM Canada Director Paula Moriarity shared about the legacy of ICCM founder 
Alton Gould, a Canadian Free Methodist missionary who decided five decades ago 
to help refugee children receive education at rooftop schools in Hong Kong. Four 
months before Gould’s death on Jan. 5, 2013, Moriarity met with Gould and asked him 
about his vision for ICCM.

“He told me the importance of prayer and evangelism and that they both went 
hand in hand,” Moriarity said. “As he spoke, he looked at me, and in a very, very quiet 
voice, he said, ‘We need to reach them all,’ and that was the last thing Dr. Alton Gould 
had said to me. And so, over the past 50 years, that is exactly what we’ve been doing. 
We’ve been reaching them all, and we continue to do that today.”

Adams presented the Fanya Freedom Award to Jack Munos on behalf of his late 
wife, Jeanne Acheson-Munos, who first alerted ICCM to the realities of child slavery 
— including a Haitian girl named Fanya whom the Munos family observed working 

A choir of children from the Jubilee Kids! program sings Michael  
W. Smith’s “A New Hallelujah.”

Jeff Finley
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What did Free Methodist superintendents think of GC15? New 
England Conference Superintendent Wil Sharpe praised it 
as “uplifting and energizing,” and North Central Conference 
Superintendent Mark Adams described it as “a Spirit-filled event 
impacting our churches for decades.” Superintendent Jim Jobes 
said Pittsburgh Conference participants “found GC15 to be filled 
with inspiration as well as information and plan to hold a conference-
wide event in October to help our people understand and effectively 
implement the Nine Strategies.” Gateway Conference Superintendent 
Ben Tolly called GC15 “spiritually invigorating, relationally engaging, 
and intent on purpose.” Visit fmchr.ch/suptsgc15 to read more.

SUPERINTENDENTS REFLECT

Starting Strong is moving forward in an entirely new format for 
2015. Driven by our Board of Bishops, Ministerial Development & 
Credentialing Director Jason Morriss, Communications Director Jay 
Cordova and Chief Operating Officer Larry Roberts, the new format 
for the Sept. 9-11 gathering will revolve around small groups rotating 
through the presenters. This opportunity will give new pastors con-
crete ideas and solutions as they begin their ministry. Everyone will 
have an opportunity to meet with each of the bishops and other key 
leaders. Go to fmchr.ch/ststrong or email Ministerial Development & 
Credentialing Coordinator Sarah Stuard at sarah.stuard@fmcusa.org 
for more information.

STARTING STRONG’S NEW START

daily until Fanya died at age 4 in 2007 after 
she fell into a fire she was tending. 

“Jeanne paved the way for us to get our 
hearts broken for the cause of children who 
are enslaved and exploited, and now we are 
part of the Set Free Movement,” Adams said. 
“Her persistence and passion fueled abo-
litionist awareness in International Child 
Care Ministries. Countless children are ben-
efiting because Jeanne woke us up.”

Acheson-Munos lost her life when a 7.0 
magnitude earthquake hit Haiti on Jan. 12, 
2010. 

“When Fanya died, Jeanne got mad at 
God. She said, ‘When we go to Dessalines, 
Fanya’s not going to be outside the gate. I 
can’t hug her anymore,’” Jack Munos said. 
“But God told Jeanne, ‘When you come 
through my gate, Fanya will be waiting for 
you.’” 

The event also included children from 
GC15’s ICCM Jubilee Kids! program carry-
ing f lags from different nations and then 
singing Michael W. Smith’s “A New Hallelu-
jah” along with ICCM children appearing via 
video from India, Kenya and the Philippines.

At the end of the banquet, Adams asked 
each attendee to pull a noisemaker out of a 
bag underneath each chair, and she held up 
a shofar from Israel. 

“This is a jubilee,” Adams said. “I’m going 
to blow on this shofar, and we’re going to 
say that the gospel declares freedom for the 
captives. Jesus said, ‘This is the year of the 
Lord’s favor.’ … We definitely say that we are 
with Jesus to declare freedom for the cap-
tives, good news for the poor.” n


