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OPENERS
BY JEFF FINLEY

SEXUALITY AND 
SCRIPTURE 
I grew up with Christian media that sometimes 

focused more on stopping a “gay agenda” than 
demonstrating God’s love, but homosexuality 

seemed at the time like a rare and distant phe-
nomenon. Until my sophomore year of college, I 
didn’t know one person who publicly identified as 
gay or lesbian. 

Then, as an intern reporter, I was assigned to 
interview participants in a gay rights rally. I later 
worked for a media company that sponsored the 
Gay Games. My newspaper co-workers included 
people in same-sex romantic relationships. 

Social media helped me reconnect with friends 
from my younger days at Christian schools and 
church camps, and I learned quite a few now 
identify as gay or lesbian.  

Many Christians wrestle with sexuality and 
gender identity. Perhaps you have a family mem-
ber or close friend who is in a same-sex relation-
ship, or you may be struggling to reconcile your 
own same-sex attraction with your commitment 
to Christ and your belief in the Bible as the  
inspired, infallible Word of God. 

This issue of Light + Life draws upon the  
research and writings of the Study Commission on 
Doctrine. Because of space constraints, we can’t 
print much of the commission’s extensive discus-
sion of sexuality, but please go online to fmcusa.
org/scod to read more. 

These pages also include an article by Alma 
Thompson, who extended God’s love to the mem-
bers of the Pride Alliance group on her local uni-
versity campus. How can Light + Life emphasize 
both biblical truth and unconditional love? 

This approach is consistent with the action of 
General Conference 2015 delegates who affirmed 
the Free Methodist Church’s commitment to 
base our understanding of marriage and sexu-
ality on Scripture — not the state or society — 
while extending the grace and love of Jesus and 
welcoming all who desire to worship. n
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SEXUAL 
OVERSATURATION  
        CONFUSION

The sexual revolution of the 1960s has morphed in 
recent years into a sexual evolution. The ’60s revo-
lution brought “open sex,” changing society’s views 
on sex and marriage from the healthy confines of 
marriage where the most expressive and intimate 
forms of sexuality should reside to a less restricted 
and more open view of sexual expression outside 
of marriage. “Loving relationship” became the 

litmus rather than God’s design or intent for sexual expression. The 
historic and biblical approach to appropriate, God-ordained, societal-
ly healthy, marriage-affirming sexuality has been maligned for more 
than 60 years, being redefined in the marketplace, school curriculum, 
media and society at large. 

More recently, the shift has been evolutionary. Sexuality is no lon-
ger just a matter of inside or outside of marriage. Sexuality has little 
societal restriction, and marriage has been redefined in its entirety. 
Acceptable sexual expression in society during the sexual revolution 
was generally assumed to be heterosexual and between consenting 
adults, even if outside of marriage. >>>

RESPONSE TO 
THE FREE METHODIST 

AND
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Now marriage has had an extreme makeover 
by the courts and is diminished by many. Sex-
ual expression during the sexual revolution 
was generally viewed as moral and a matter 
of choice. The evolution of sexuality in more 
recent years has seen moral language removed 
altogether from virtually all sexual expression 
— heterosexual, homosexual, transgender and 
other expressions — making sexual behavior 
and orientation simply matters of personal 
preference, human right or genetic predis-
position. What was once broadly accepted 
as moral is now a choice, a human right and 
genetic. Federal and state governments have 
exacerbated the situation by de-emphasiz-
ing the morality of sexuality and making it a 
matter of human rights, codifying the primary 
premise of this evolution and reinforcing its 
conclusions.

Virtually everyone living in 21st century 
North America is familiar not only with the 
changing mores regarding human sexuality 
but also the laws protecting what the Bible 
and church history considers unhealthy for 
marriage and society. Now, many people inside 
and outside the church have accepted these 
new norms without question. Churches minis-
ter in this context. Members and attendees in 
many congregations struggle with unchecked 
sexual behaviors, sexual dysphoria, gender 
confusion and LGBT practice. This makes the 
conversation understandably sensitive. In a 
recent informal poll in one congregation, more 
than 75 percent of the hands went up when 
asked how many struggled in these areas or 
have family members or co-workers who do.

Having said all of that about society in 
general, we must clearly reaffirm that the Bible 
and the historic wisdom of the church have 
not changed. Some denominations and inde-
pendent churches have changed their position 
or theology in recent years. Sadly the sexual 
revolution is hardly a topic in light of the 
evolution. But both must be addressed from 

Scripture. Regardless of common sexual prac-
tice in society (whether of the revolutionary 
or evolutionary type), God still has a design 
for sexual expression. And, sexual expression 
has emotional, physical, marital and societal 
consequences for good or bad. Rather than 
redefining sexuality on the one hand or Chris-
tianity on the other to fit culture, it is still best 
to address sexuality from the light of Scripture 
and the most consistent wisdom of the church 
throughout its history. The result will lead us 
to minister redemptively from a place of truth 
and grace while preserving our understanding 
of sin, holiness and God’s saving plan and His 
plan for marriage. 

Fidelity to a biblical hermeneutic leads 
to a higher view of scriptural authority. But, 
tailored hermeneutics lead to a lower view of 
scriptural authority. The latter describes the 
trajectory of many denominations in America. 
Forsaking sound exegesis in one area compro-
mises exegetical integrity in all other matters 
addressed in Scripture. When that happens, it 
results in not only a diminished view of scrip-
tural authority but a modification of God’s 
relationship with humanity and His intention 
for human intimacy. Sexuality has become a 
hermeneutical watershed for pastors, churches 
and denominations. John Wesley, the founder 
of Methodism, was convinced that the com-
mon people’s understanding of Scripture is 
generally the most reliable since their ability 
to contort it is less than those with substantial 
skill. The Scriptures are consistent and clear 
regarding gender relationships as they relate to 
sexuality. Exegesis lands most there. 

The position of the Free Methodist Church 
on God’s fundamental design for sexual ex-
pression is found in the church’s statements 
in its governing document, the “Book of 
Discipline.” In it, the church states, “Sexual 
intimacy is a gift from God for marital union.” 
It further explains, “When expressed within 
marriage, sexual intimacy is a great blessing 



and source of fulfillment. The sanctity of 
marriage between one man and one woman 
is to be protected against all manner of 
immoral conduct.” It goes on to include 
premarital, extramarital (adultery) and 
homosexual intimacy more specifically as 
sinful conduct as so addressed repeatedly in 
the Scriptures — complete with references. 
Many clear and expansive works on this 
matter can be found on the Free Methodist 
website (fmcusa.org). 

MINISTRY IMPLICATIONS
What then are the implications for Free 

Methodist pastors and churches? How do 
we minister, preach the good news and 
serve those impacted by these lifestyle 
choices? What does this mean for our day-
to-day ministry? 

First, it reminds us that we live in soci-
eties with ever-changing norms. Though 
the church should not change its theology, 
it must change the manner in which it 
ministers. We can no longer afford to give 
peripheral attention to sexuality in our 
teaching. It must be vigorously taught. It is 
conspicuously part of school curriculum. 
It inordinately saturates television and the 
Internet. It is experienced by all ages with 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” immunity. We are 

not living in an “anything goes” culture as 
much as an “everything should be con-
sidered normal” culture. Ministry then 
should give commensurate attention to it. 
Cultural conviction might not be strong 
or even exist when it comes to sexuality, 
so teaching and group instruction must 
be more robust, frequent, biblically based, 
culturally aware and sensitive. 

The church at its best has always sought 
to honor Christ and His Word, not to 
mirror changing societal mores. We are to 
be Christocentric, mirroring Christ’s love 
and truth to a fallen world. We are to be 
“speaking the truth in love” (Ephesians 
4:15) in meaningful yet grace-filled ways in 
our ministries. The anchor of truth is the 
truth of Jesus Christ, expressed by the love 
from His Spirit. One of the gravest errors 
in teaching is to align Christian conviction 
as closely as possible with accepted cultur-
al norms. While we desire to be sensitive 
and helpful, we must acknowledge that 
most of the world has for centuries stood 
opposed to the dominant cultural mor-
als and practices in this and other areas. 
Christianity in the West has not faced the 
need to be countercultural in many areas 
until now in this one. 

Second, gender confusion is exacer-
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bated in a society that made sexuality core to human 
identity. It was never intended to be. We were created in 
the image of God. That essential core has been marred 
by sin. The core is not sexual orientation or any  
other behavior. Sexuality is part of life, not the whole or 
essence of it. 

“Orientation” and “identity” are commonly attached 
to sexuality, which, on a fundamental level, is flawed. It 
misplaces the role of sexuality in defining the person. 
Orientation and identity terminology are not used for 
any other behavior. Why this one? Ministry to people 
trapped by sin, any sin, must remind all persons that 
they are created in the image of God yet bent toward 
sin. We understand that Christ redeems and reverses 
the fall of humanity. He unravels our twisting toward 
sin and self. Our identity is perfected in Christ and 
cannot be found in our sexuality, not even in our most 
holy and righteous expression of sex. Sexuality will 
never perfectly define who we are as sinners or saints. 
To make sexuality the center of identity misses its part 
in human relationship and the centrality of our rela-
tionship with God. 

Third, human orientation always angles toward 
sin and self-fulfillment while opposing God and His 
correction. Unrestrained impulse gratification is never 
good. In virtually all areas of life (including sexual 
expression), impulse control is a key ingredient of 
mental, emotional and spiritual health. Sexual orienta-
tion does not require expression though many seem to 
think there is no other way. The Bible clearly speaks of 
an orientation toward sin that we all possess as a result 
of the fall. Certain sins tempt some more than others. 
We should not conclude that yielding to temptation 
or ignoring it altogether are our best options. Neither 
should we assume that God does not offer forgiveness, 
healing and freedom from bondage to sin. 

Concluding that sexuality is benign choice or genet-
ic predisposition renders impulse control as unneces-
sary. When sex becomes amoral, discipline ceases to 
exist. Discipleship always leads us on a path toward 
how we might best live. It will also lead us to identify 
impediments and learn where and when resistance and 
restraint must be exercised. Improper sexual behav-
iors, like all other matters with which they are lumped 
that impede our progress, will stand in the way of 
discipleship and growth. 

Fourth, civil law does not form spiritual truth or  

define it. That is not the role of government. Though 
we respect the laws of the land, we simply cannot 
violate the natural law or divine law that carries with 
it moral, spiritual and eternal consequences because 
laws are formed. Though laws might sanction a set of 
behaviors, the church must still teach what it knows 
about God’s plan and will. We pray that His “kingdom 
come and will be done.” It is best for our teaching to 
lean in the direction of what we know about His will 
in human relationships. We respect the state in areas 
where it makes laws that protect us. But we should 
not expect the government to create truth or redefine 
it for us. As an example, divorce became legal and 
easily accessible many years ago in the United States. 
Many have regrettably experienced the brokenness of 
a fractured marriage and have received God’s healing 
and grace. The church still does not and should not ad-
vocate divorce as God’s design simply because it is legal 
and easily obtained. Marriage has similarly been rede-
fined by courts. But it has not been redefined by the 
church or Bible. Homosexual marriage, cohabitation, 
domestic partnerships and other non-monogamous 
marriage arrangements are all outside of God’s origi-
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nal design for marriage. People may find healing and 
grace, but we should not endorse practices we know to 
be harmful. Instead, we teach truth and minister grace 
in love.

GRACE + TRUTH
God’s grace applies to broken sexuality as it does 

in every other area of sin. Sexual sins are neither 
unforgivable nor destructive to a point beyond God’s 
redemptive hand. It would be a travesty to believe that 
no grace is required because no sin exists with certain 
sexual practice. It would similarly be misleading to 
believe that no breach in relationship with God is at 
stake in this or any other area where the biblical record 
clearly identifies behaviors as sinful. Equally devastat-
ing would be to believe that these are sins from which 
it is impossible to recover or find forgiveness. We must 
minister truth and grace.

Truth requires teaching. Some pastors and churches 
may feel unqualified to teach on such a highly charged 
topic, but courageous biblical instruction is important. 
Silence will only allow secular cultural mores to deeply 
embed themselves in the church. Teaching the bibli-
cal understanding of sin and the hope of salvation is 
essential for effective ministry.

 Grace requires loving. It creates a welcoming 
environment allowing the Holy Spirit to do His work 
of conviction, comfort, revelation and empowerment. 
Grace identifies human value and offers love and 
respect. Grace and truth together require us to live 
out and communicate what wholeness and holiness in 
Christ look like and to lovingly make disciples who live 
and love in holiness. 

So what does this mean for day-to-day ministry? 
If the above is true, it will affect the way in which our 
churches minister and organize themselves. We must 
actively share the good news of salvation in Christ with 
all people, welcoming them into our fellowship, shar-
ing the love of Christ regardless of lifestyle or  
entrapments. We believe that God wants none to 
perish but all to come to repentance and to find life in 
Christ. Regardless of how people sexually identify, they 
should find love, grace and truth in Free Methodist 
churches.

We also must not wait for changes of behavior to 
occur before we invite people to enter into a relation-
ship with Christ and begin their journey of faith. We 

will not make behavior-based conditions for people to 
make themselves “ready” to hear the gospel of Christ. 
People must choose Christ over whatever sins control 
them. Let the Holy Spirit do His work without precon-
ditions. We should never exclude people on the basis 
of lifestyle. But we must not assume that we must  
embrace all lifestyles. If we exclude people with prob-
lems, most of society would be unwelcomed. No pre-
conditions should exist for coming to church or Christ. 

We also must commit to disciple all people who 
receive the grace of God so they may understand His 
Word and path toward wholeness. We will disciple all 
people who receive Christ to become mature servants 
of Christ. For those trapped in any sin (sex-based, 
pride, lying, gossip, etc.), we know that struggles with 
“besetting sins” may continue to exist after coming 
to Him. We don’t condone those behaviors, but we 
remain committed to faithful relationship and ongoing 
discipleship for all who are willing to seek forgiveness 
and commit to grow in Christ. We will offer guidance 
and help to those who seek to be obedient to God and 
His commandments.

We also must give clear biblical teaching on human 
sexuality and God’s intended role for sex in the human 
experience. Premarital and homosexual intimacy can-
not be seen as part of God’s intended role for human 
sexual expression, regardless of a person’s attraction or 
tendencies. Christians must be thoroughly informed 
and equipped to understand and/or teach on sexuality 
and should seek guidance from their pastor, church 
or denominational leaders to assist them in teaching 
biblical wisdom on these matters.

Because homosexuality is not God’s original design 
for sexual intimacy, we cannot accord same-sex rela-
tionships the status the church holds for God’s intended 
design for heterosexual marriage and intimacy. We will 
not perform same-sex unions or marriages, which are 
contrary to our understanding of Scripture and denom-
inational commitments. That should not in any way 
restrict us from inviting, discipling and baptizing any 
person who comes to Christ, receives forgiveness from 
sin and seeks to live a new life in holiness and whole-
ness. Churches who so minister will find the way to help 
people discover their true identity in Christ. They will 
help each person with an orientation toward sin to have 
a new orientation, which is bent to please God. n
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GOD INTENDS MARRIAGE 
AS THE UNION OF ONE 
MALE AND ONE FEMALE 
IN A BOND THAT ENDURES 
THROUGHOUT THEIR 
LIVES. 

In the beginning, God created the human 
beings male and female. In both creation  
accounts (Genesis 1:1–2:3; 2:4–25), the unique 

and mutually responsible relationships  
between the male and female are emphasized 
and celebrated. God called this created design 
“very good” (1:31) and brought the especially 
created female to the male to become one flesh 
in order to correct what was “not good” (2:18). 

The union of male and female is the plan 
of God for human life and families, according 
to our Scriptures. Moreover, Jesus’ positive 
affirmations and teachings (Matthew 19:4–6), 
as well as the teachings of the earliest commu-
nities of Jesus’ followers (Ephesians 5:31–33), 
bear the same witness. This “very good” cre-
ation-design for male and female becoming one 
flesh becomes a primary image used by Israel’s 
prophets to describe God’s relationship with 
Israel (Hosea; Isaiah 54:4–8; Jeremiah 3 and 31; 
Ezekiel 16).

The early church embraced this imagery to 
describe the relationship between God and 
God’s people in Christ, the church. Throughout 
the story, how a transcendent God, who is not 
like humanity or anything else created, may still 
be one with the people, one in love and com-
munion, finds illustration in God’s creation- 
design of the male and female becoming one 
flesh (Ephesians 5). This same imagery inspires 

BISHOPS
BY DAVID KENDALL

BISHOP DAVID  
KENDALL
is an ordained 
elder in the 
Great Plains 
Conference who 
was first elected 
to the office of 
Free Methodist 
bishop in 2005. 
He is the author 
of “God’s Call to 
Be Like Jesus” 
(fmchr.ch/dkcall).

THE UNION OF MALE AND 
FEMALE IS THE PLAN OF GOD 
FOR HUMAN LIFE AND FAMILIES. 

THE CHALLENGES OF SAME-SEX 
MARRIAGE



LIGHT + LIFE │ 09 │ NOVEMBER 2015

Revelation’s finale when two (God and humankind) become one as celebrated 
at the wedding feast of the Lamb and His bride (Revelation 19:1–9). 

We begin by naming what is “right,” indeed “very good,” throughout the 
entire scriptural story. God intends marriage as the union of one male and 
one female in a bond that endures throughout their lives. Human sin has 
damaged and destroyed the good God intended in creation, yet, in response 
to human sin, God has committed through covenant to restore, redeem,  
renew and bring creation-design to its fullest expression. With respect to 
sexual being and behavior then, we begin with the very good creation of 
humanity in the divine image as male and female. In response to the damage 
and destruction sin brings, we seek the redemption and renewal of God’s plan 
for human sexuality. 

We affirm that same-sex relationships are outside the creation design 
of God, and for that reason, we cannot support them, including same-sex 
marriage, as an acceptable alternate plan for human relationships. Given what 
God intended, all diversions from God’s intention are named as contrary to 
God’s plan. In responding to any one of them, we must not name one sin as 
the only or worst one when Scripture indicates a full range of sexual sin that 
God names as wrong (sexual relationships outside of marriage and with  
family members, children and animals). 

The church’s response to the challenges of same-sex relationships and 
marriage flows from the message of the gospel — that we are saved by grace 
through faith, that we will be judged finally on the basis of how we have  
responded to Jesus, not according to the particular forms of sin we have cho-
sen compared with others. 

The message of the gospel is that Jesus saves, that he does so in His own 
time, by the convicting work and transforming power of the Spirit, and most 
often in the community of others who are also being saved from their sins and 
the impact of sin upon their lives. 

We will proclaim the good news in Jesus as the remedy God offers us, 
whatever particular sin grips us most firmly — all in the spirit of Jesus’ person 
and ministry. We can be “correct” but then corrupt or counter the impact of 
the truth by a spirit contrary to Jesus’ spirit. 

We will trust the Holy Spirit to convict people of their sin, to enliven hope 
of transforming possibilities, and then to lead people to God’s best for their 
lives. 

We will be a people who offer ourselves as agents of Jesus’ grace and the 
Holy Spirit’s work of grace within people. We must reach out and welcome 
people in the spirit of Jesus, in faith that Jesus knows how to deal with His 
children and to bring them to His best. In reaching out, we must follow Jesus 
to the margins and boundaries where people often find themselves alienated, 
sometimes through words and actions of those who profess to follow Jesus. n

This is a condensed excerpt from an article that Bishop Kendall wrote for the 
Study Commission on Doctrine. Go to fmchr.ch/dkssr for the full article.



At 10 p.m. on a Tuesday evening in 
January 2011, I was at the place — the 
campus center of the State University 

of New York at Fredonia— where God had led 
me, and I was terrified. 

I knew if I got close, things were going to 
get messy. My mind whirled: “They’ll ask me 
to marry them. They’ll start hanging around 
my house and my teenagers. They’ll ask if my 
husband can donate sperm. They’ll ask me 
what I (and God) really think. They’ll come to 
church. They’ll want to help out. They’ll want 
to be members. Isn’t that what happens when 
I befriend people in Jesus’ name? What will I 
do? What will I say?”

The Holy Spirit whispered, “There is no 
fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear  
(1 John 4:18). … For the Spirit God gave us 
does not make us timid, but gives us power, 
love and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7)

Truth spoke to my heart as I sat in in my 

car and cast all my anxiety on Him  
(1 Peter 5:7).

I waited until the last possible moment, 
coaxed myself from the car and found my way 
to the third floor. Just as the leader called the 
meeting to order, I slid into a back-row seat, 
joining more than 60 college students for the 
first Pride Alliance meeting of the semester. 
One by one, the council members noticed my 
presence. Genuine appreciation, welcome and 
disbelief registered intermittently on their 

ACTION
BY ALMA THOMPSON
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faces. They had not expected me to come. They were 
glad I had.

Days before, I had met with council members for a 
vetting before being allowed to attend the “students 
only” meeting to which I had requested invitation. 
Previously, I had written them a letter:

“Having committed my life to the vocation of 
guiding people in their journey toward God, I have 
recently found myself deeply saddened by stories of 
people who experience primarily pain and rejection 
from the church. I have been outraged by the hostil-
ity and hatred spewed at people who are part of the 
LGBT community.

“Yet at the same time, I have come face to face with 
my own sheltered ignorance and limited exposure. 
I have had the privilege of hearing the life stories of 
only a handful of gay and lesbian individuals, and 
each time have realized how little I understand. 

“It is my desire to learn and grow. I am a relational 
bridge builder by nature, and the love of God com-
pels me to love people while leaving the judging and 
convicting to Him.

“So, very simply, I am asking for the privilege to 
simply come and get to know you, individually and as 
a community, and to learn from you.

“Clearly if you are not willing, I would certainly 
understand. On the other hand, if you would wel-
come me, I would be deeply honored and will aim to 
be trustworthy in my interactions.”

During my screening interview, I had been asked 
no less than 10 times, in various ways, why I was really 
there. Each time, I gave the simple answer: “I want to 
understand what it’s like to be you.”

I learned this answer from Andrew Marin’s book 
“Love Is an Orientation,” which God had so graciously 
placed in my hand months before as part of His pre-
venient, sanctifying, empowering grace as He wooed 
me out of my comfort zone and into this terrifying 
mission field, which I quickly discovered is ripe for 
harvest.

When I was given opportunity to introduce myself 
to the group, I publicly acknowledged my ignorance 
and my belief in a God who is good and my commit-
ment to carry the tensions this experience created. 
The room spontaneously erupted in standing ovation. 
I wept as I extended my arms toward them. In that 
moment, I knew their applause really was for a God 

who would dare to draw near.
That all seems like a lifetime ago, but I remember 

some of the greatest fear I’ve ever experienced. Yet 
now “all fear is gone. Because I know…” 

The next three years of weekly meetings shaped my 
heart and mind in ways I could not have anticipated. 
I fell in love with these people, and they fell in love 
with me. All the “what ifs” came to pass and I faced 
each one, in the moment, in the power of the “Word 
become flesh” — Christ incarnate —  in and through 
me. I no longer speak about “what I will do” in  
hypotheticals. As Richard Rohr notes, finding the will 
of God “is seeking the truth of each situation in that 
situation as best we can figure it out.”

I learned to rely on “Christ in [me], the hope of 
glory” (Colossians 1:27). n

ACTION
BY ALMA THOMPSON
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WHEN I WAS GIVEN 
OPPORTUNITY TO INTRODUCE 
MYSELF TO THE GROUP, I 
PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED 
MY IGNORANCE ALONG WITH 
MY BELIEF IN A GOD WHO IS 
GOOD AND MY COMMITMENT 
TO CARRY THE TENSIONS THIS 
EXPERIENCE CREATED. 

THE NEXT THREE YEARS OF 
WEEKLY MEETINGS SHAPED 
MY HEART AND MIND IN 
WAYS I COULD NOT HAVE 
ANTICIPATED. I FELL IN LOVE 
WITH THESE PEOPLE, AND THEY 
FELL IN LOVE WITH ME.



“In necessary things, unity. In doubtful 
things, liberty. In all things, charity.” This 
quote has been alternately attributed 

to Lutheran theologians Philipp Melanchthon 
and Rupertus Meldenius and Puritan theolo-
gian Richard Baxter among others. Although 
we can’t be sure of the original author’s identity, 
such counsel is no doubt wise and necessary as 
debate surrounding the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered (LGBT) community grows 
and intensifies. 

The late historian John Boswell attempted 
in the 1980s and 1990s to make a case that early 
Christians allowed same-sex couples to cohab-
itate and live functionally as married, but the 
overwhelming witness of pre-Constantinian 
texts is negative in its judgment of homosexual 
practice. Such tradition is carried on by nearly 
all the major Christian writers of the fourth and 
fifth centuries, including John Chrysostom, 
Ambrose, Augustine and Jerome.

Even a cursory examination of church his-
tory finds numerous statements from mothers 
and fathers of the faith regarding sexuality, 
including what contemporary discourse has 
identified as LGBT sexual orientation. When it 
comes to sexual activity beyond the bonds of 
marriage between one man and one woman, 
the church has historically spoken with one 
voice: such practice is not consistent with God’s 
will for human sexuality, procreation and fulfill-
ment in marriage. As noted by Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger (who later became Pope Benedict 
XVI) in a 1986 document, all sexual conduct 
outside of God’s perfect plan is “ordered toward 
an intrinsic moral evil” (fmchr.ch/rcbish).

However, in recent years, the Roman Cath-
olic Church has also been clear and consistent 
in a call to mercy and compassion. In the same 
document, Ratzinger urged Christians to love 
all persons and be generous with our grace: “It 
is deplorable that homosexual persons have 

DISCIPLESHIP
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WE SHOULD NOT TURN A 
BLIND EYE TO SIN OR TURN A 
COLD SHOULDER TO PEOPLE.

HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE 
CHURCH HISTORIC



been and are the object of violent malice in 
speech or in action. Such treatment deserves 
condemnation from the Church’s pastors 
wherever it occurs. It reveals a kind of dis-
regard for others which endangers the most 
fundamental principles of a healthy society. 
The intrinsic dignity of each person must 
always be respected in word, in action and in 
law.”

In his 2014 book “Homosexuality and the 
Church” (fmchr.ch/hsseedbed), Free Meth-
odist historian and theologian Howard A. 
Snyder demonstrates wisdom and clarity in 
addressing some of the more common objec-
tions and confusions regarding the church’s 
stance on homosexuality.  He concludes after 
careful explanation that this is an important 
issue for the church to address, and our posi-
tion on homosexuality is not simply a matter 
of cultural expediency. 

I would hope that the principle mark of 
our ministry to the LGBT community is a 
love that works toward the end of presenting 
everyone mature and complete in Christ, 
rather than throwing up our hands in frus-
tration and confidently declaring, “There is 
no hope for you and your sinful lifestyle!” 
Augustine said that nothing can be loved 
unless it is known. 

True pastoral care addresses sin, wherever 
it may be found. It calls people to surrender 
to the lordship of Jesus Christ, and to confess 
areas where we live in disobedience to God’s 
revealed will. It does not turn a blind eye, but 
it similarly does not turn a cold shoulder. As 
the “Book of Discipline” states, we maintain 
a life of holiness that stands counterculture 
to the world, even while we live and work 
in the world, yet we believe that “the best 
way to keep worldliness from invading the 
church is for the church to invade the world 
with redemptive purpose.” 

There is no reason for the Free Methodist 
Church not to continue to stand on the wit-
ness of ecclesiastical history and proclaim 
that an LGBT lifestyle is not consistent with 
God’s plan for human sexuality. There also 

is every reason for Free Methodists to 
vocally resist intolerance and inequality 
when it comes to seeing all people as 
created in the image of God. There is 
an objective moral order to the church’s 
position on homosexuality, and our 
stance as Free Methodists is clear and 
unambiguous and ought to be respected. 
But there is also a subjective moral order 
that should orient the pastoral action 
of the church. We need to treat each 
person within our care with love, grace, 
dignity and respect. May we, like those 
before us, continue to speak the truth as 
we perceive it, but do so with great love, 
reflecting the One who gave and gives so 
much love to us. n

JARGON
PREVENIENT 
(ADJ.)

DEFINITION: 

PRECEDING 
SALVATION

USAGE: 

VISIT fmchr.ch/
dwayman TO LEARN 
ABOUT GOD’S 
PREVENIENT 
GRACE AND LOVE 
FOR PEOPLE 
WITH LESBIAN, 
GAY OR BISEXUAL 
ORIENTATIONS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES. 

ARE WE WILLING TO GET TO 
KNOW PEOPLE WITHIN THE LGBT 
COMMUNITY?

IS THERE ROOM FOR DIFFERENCES 
OF OPINION IN THE CHURCH’S 
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT 
HOMOSEXUALITY?

DISCIPLESHIP
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DISCUSS IT

lightandlifemagazine.com

Did you know a new 
discipleship article is 
posted to our website 
each week? The four 
monthly articles are 
perfect for use in your 
small group or as a 
weekly supplement to 
individual study.

1
2

WE NEED TO TREAT 
EACH PERSON WITHIN 
OUR CARE WITH LOVE, 
GRACE, DIGNITY AND 
RESPECT.
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CHURCH 
RESOURCES

NAE CODE OF 
ETHICS

Q: WHERE CAN 
I GET ADVICE TO 
HELP MY CHURCH 
BOARD AND 
LEADERSHIP TEAM 
MAKE ETHICAL 
DECISIONS?

A: THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF 
EVANGELICALS 
RECENTLY 
RELEASED ITS CODE 
OF ETHICS FOR 
CONGREGATIONS 
AND THEIR 
LEADERSHIP TEAMS 
TO EQUIP CHURCH 
LEADERS TO MAKE 
WISE DECISIONS:   
fmchr.ch/naecode
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STARTING STRONG’S NEW 
START

The annual Starting Strong 
event attracts new pastors 
to the World Ministries 

Center in Indianapolis each 
year, but a format change this 
year attracted a larger group of 
emerging leaders who embraced 
the opportunity to learn from 
and interact with their bishops 
and other Free Methodists from 
across the United States. 

“I appreciated the structure 
and the format that we had time 
to get to know the bishops and 
some of the key leadership in the 
denomination,” said Erik Ander-
son, the lead pastor of the Rich-
land Center (Wisconsin) Free Method-
ist Church. “That was necessary for new pastors and for those new to the denomination.”

Bishops Matthew Thomas, David Kendall and David Roller were among the featured 
speakers during the Sept. 9–11 event along with Ministerial Development & Credential-
ing Director Jason Morriss, Chief Operating Officer Larry Roberts and Communications 
Director Jay Cordova. Each presentation was followed by a time of questions for each 
presenter. 

“I think it’s a really good format,” said Jason Marsh, the senior pastor of New Horizon 
Free Methodist Church in Gladstone, Michigan. “I’ve really enjoyed the speakers. … I  really 
so enjoyed when Jason broke down in the small group the new ordination credentialing 
process.”

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie Jordan of the Michigan City (Indiana) Free Methodist Church 
appreciated hearing Morriss talk about another characteristic of the denomination. 

“That was so inspiring for me to hear him talk about women in ministry, because I’ve 
been under so many other pastors who did not respect women,” said Jordan, who recently 
became Free Methodist after decades of ministry outside the denomination. “That infor-
mation was good for me, and it was encouraging.”

Additional speakers included International Child Care Ministries Director Linda  
Adams, Missions Resource Team Leader Deb Miller, Human Resources Director Willadean 

Pastors and World Ministries Center employees join in 
Communion at Starting Strong.

Jeff Finley

BY DOUGLAS BRITT AND JEFF FINLEY



Indianapolis

Ojai, California

International Child Care Ministries and SEED Livelihood Network 
are releasing a 2015 Christmas catalog. Individuals and churches 
can expect its delivery around Thanksgiving. In our world of plenty, 
the catalog gives alternative options to gift giving. Consider 
purchasing an item that will contribute to the livelihood of an 
artisan overseas or contribute to a project in a loved one’s name 
that will support anti-trafficking efforts; feed hungry children in 
India, Haiti or Burundi (through a food fund); or commit to long-
term sponsorship. Check it out online at christmascatalog.org.

ICCM, SEED CATALOG COMING

It is not an easy task to get 60 men to share their deepest thoughts, 
fears and dreams to one another while learning how to be men 
who know how to sincerely love the people in their lives, but it 
certainly is a beautiful thing when it happens. Sixty men of all 
ages from the Free Methodist Church of Santa Barbara gathered 
in Ojai, California, to bond with one another through challenging 
conversations, singing, zip-lining and game times. Charles 
Latchison, the lead pastor of Light & Life Christian Fellowship West 
in Long Beach, led the group.

MEN SHARE, LEARN, HAVE FUN

Duncan, Free Methodist Foundation Vice 
President Tim Burkhart, SEED Livelihood 
Co-Director Rose Brewer, Marston Memorial 
Historical Center Director Cathy Robling and 
Women’s Ministries International General 
President LaWanda Bullock.

Nathan Struble, the senior pastor of Pleas-
ant Valley Free Methodist Church in Hillman, 
Michigan, said he appreciated “being able to 
interact” with the bishops and “pick their brain 
as well as just see how the bigger picture of the 
denomination works here at headquarters. It 
helps us minister in the local church when we 
have a bigger, broader understanding of how 
everything works.”

The bishops discussed their nine strategies. 
Other speakers shared practical information 
on topics that included how to run a church, 
social media and the new Ministerial Develop-
ment & Credentialing process. The 53 Starting 
Strong participants represented 17 conferences.  

“I really enjoyed it,” said Memphis (Michi-
gan) Free Methodist Church Pastor James Per-
ry, who added that he appreciated “connecting 
with the other pastors” and “being able to get 
practical ideas.”

The event included a Communion service 
led by Morriss and Southeast Region Superin-
tendent Darrel Riley. Riley noted that he and 
Morriss are not lifelong Free Methodists.

“Neither of us comes from the Free Method-
ist tribe,” Riley said. “As newer members of the 
family, one of the things that we appreciate so 
much is the diversity and openness of the Free 
Methodist Church. While we have a common 
theology, the methods can vary a great deal. 
One of the places that’s often demonstrated is 
at the Communion table.”

Morriss said that Free Methodist Commu-
nion services range from liturgical to infor-
mal, but “we gather under the mystery that is 
this invitation that is both earthly and divine 
simultaneously.” n
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FREE METHODIST, WESLEYAN 
SCHOLARS UNITE FOR GSTS
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Many of the top gradu-
ate students and the-
ology professors from 

two Wesleyan Holiness denom-
inations, the Free Methodist 
Church – USA and the Wesleyan 
Church, met Sept. 18–19 at the 
Free Methodist World Minis-
tries Center in Indianapolis for 
the Graduate Student Theologi-
cal Seminar (GSTS). 

GSTS began after Free Meth-
odist scholar Frank Thompson 
had a conversation with Asbury 
Theological Seminary’s George 
Turner at General Conference 
1964 and asked Turner “to lead 
the Free Methodist Church to do 
something … for graduate students 
in theology and biblical studies, who were feeling alienated and alone in the universities 
and graduate seminaries where they were preparing for further Christian service,” according 
to Thompson’s account of the seminar’s history (fmchr.ch/wesgsts). “Dr. Turner and I talked 
about a gathering between the graduate students and denominational leaders. They would 
talk. The atmosphere would be non-judgmental.” 

The first GSTS took place that fall in Nyack, New York. The next year, participants proposed 
opening the seminar to other denominations, according to Thompson’s account. Wesleyan theo-
logian Melvin Dieter attended in 1969 and suggested the Wesleyan Church co-sponsor the event. 

This year’s seminar began the evening of Sept. 18 with dinner and a presentation by Delia 
Nüesch-Olver, the Latin America area director for Free Methodist World Missions. Nüesch- 
Olver focused on missiology, which she said is “an integrated discipline bringing together faith 
and practice, intellectual understanding and spiritual life, secular scholarship and theology.”

She discussed “the myriad of intersections” in which people find themselves.
“My whole live has been lived in places of intersection,” said Nüesch-Olver, who was born 

into a Swiss family in Argentina. 
In introducing her, Bishop David Kendall cited Nüesch-Olver’s past work as a pas-

tor, church planter and Seattle Pacific University professor. He noted Nüesch-Olver’s 
recent report that Free Methodist membership in Latin America now surpasses FM 

BY JEFF FINLEY

Delia Nüesch-Olver, the Latin America area director for Free 
Methodist World Missions, speaks to the Graduate Student 
Theological Seminar. 

Jeff Finley



Budapest, Hungary

Torrance, California

Thousands of refugees fleeing from ISIS in Syria, as well as from other 
war-torn nations such as Afghanistan and Iraq, crossed into Hungary 
after arduous journeys through the Balkans, with hope of moving on 
and receiving asylum in other European Union countries. Donations 
to the Bishops’ Crisis Response Fund (fmcusa.org/bfund) labeled 
“Refugees in Hungary” will go to provide necessities for the refugees. 
Visit fmchr.ch/drhungary for commentary from Bishop David Roller. Go 
to fmchr.ch/imcrisis for a report from missionary Larry Winckles and to 
fmchr.ch/imcstate to read a statement from the Free Methodist Church 
in Hungary.

IMMIGRATION CRISIS IN EUROPE

Kansha Creamery, a Free Methodist family-owned business, donates 
its tips and 50 cents of each sold item to charity. The owners of  
Kansha are the sister and brother team of Elaine and James  
Marumoto, ages 24 and 21, who are actively involved at the Anchor 
South Bay (Free Methodist) Church in Lomita, California. The business 
has donated more than $23,400 to the Children’s Hunger Fund. Go 
to fmchr.ch/Kansha to read an article about the business by Ray  
Narusawa, a retired pastor in the Pacific Coast Japanese Confer-
ence of the Free Methodist Church – USA.

CREAMERY’S PROFITS HELP CHARITIES

membership in the United States. 
“She has the gifts and the passion and the  

experience to reach out to Latin people wher-
ever they may be found,” Kendall said. “We’re 
grateful to the Lord and celebrate the sig-
nificant role that Dr. Delia has played in the 
growth and expansion of His church.”

The following day featured presentations 
from two Free Methodist graduate students, 
Gregory Coates and Christopher O’Brien, and 
one Wesleyan graduate student, Holland Prior. 

Coates, an ordained elder and Garrett-Evan-
gelical Theology Seminary doctoral student, 
shared “Before American Methodists Became 
American: Methodist Countercultural Wit-
ness During the Revolutionary Era.” Unlike 
Reformed pastors who backed the American 
Revolution, Coates noted that early Ameri-
can Methodists “were longing for Zion, not 
America. They were longing for a transcendent 
kingdom, inclusive of all, and this kingdom 
demanded their undivided allegiance.”

O’Brien, a Fuller Theological Seminary 
doctoral student, spoke about “Reading Scrip-
ture With Wesley’s Analogy of Faith: A Proposal 
for a Wesleyan Theological Hermeneutic of 
Scripture.” According to O’Brien, “A Wesleyan 
theological reading of Scripture goes beyond the 
creed and embraces the analogy of faith as its 
hermeneutical lens for reading the biblical text.”

Holland Prior, an ordained minister pur-
suing a master’s degree in creative nonfiction 
at the University of New Hampshire, shared 
about “The Least of These” and experiences 
in Cambodia that led her to see the church 
as “a body completely devoted to serving and 
spreading shalom among the vulnerable, weak, 
and disenfranchised.”

The event concluded with Jason Morriss, the 
Free Methodist director of ministerial develop-
ment and credentialing, leading the members 
of the two Wesleyan Holiness denominations 
in John Wesley’s covenant service.  n


