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The colleges and universities affiliated with the Free Methodist Church have a 
long history of commitment to Christian higher education and raising up leaders 
who will intentionally spread holiness and the Good News throughout the world. 

We value the partnership between these colleges, universities and seminaries 
as we recognize the importance of teaching and learning in every generation. Jesus 
was known for teaching to all generations and people groups from Jews to Gentiles, 
from children to elderly, and from poor to rich – no one was excluded from learning. 

This Higher Education Guide serves as an introduction to Free Methodist 
partner and affiliate institutions in the United States and throughout the globe. In 
the pages that follow, you will find schools from the East Coast to the Midwest to the 
West Coast with a variety of program offerings, learning styles and environments to 
prepare and engage students from diverse backgrounds. 

This year’s Higher Education Guide also includes Free Methodist international 
schools in Bujumbura, Burundi; and Nalgonda, India. These schools benefit their 
nations and surrounding countries by educating and preparing leaders who will 
impact all areas of society including medicine, economics and government.

The colleges and universities on these pages serve a total of nearly 28,000 students 
in 400 degree programs. They continue the rich legacy of B.T. Roberts, who founded 
the Free Methodist Church in 1860 and then started its first school, Chili Seminary 
(now Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary), in 1866 under the 
motto “education for character.” We hope this guide will be a valuable resource 
for prospective undergraduate and graduate students who seek an education that 
nurtures both the mind and the soul.
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SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

GREENVILLE UNIVERSITY

IMMANUEL UNIVERSITY

ROBERTS WESYLAN

SPRING ARBOR UNIVERSITY

AZUSA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

HOPE AFRICA UNIVERSITY
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I M M A N U E L 
U N I V E R S I T Y
seeks to serve 
the impoverished 
youth of India. 

75 MBA Graduates

100% job placement 
for MBA

P R O G R A M S  I N C L U D E  M B A ,  M A  L E A D E R S H I P ,  B A C H E L O R S  O F  T H E O L O G Y

Global Partners include Spring Arbor University, Greenville College,
 Roberts Wesleyan College, and Seattle Pacific University 
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Located in Bujumbura, Burundi, the very heart 

of equatorial Africa, Hope Africa University has a 

multiplier potential that is simply awesome.  Through 

its graduates (over 5,000 now), it penetrates society 

with people of integrity, well-trained, and with a vision 

to change their world for the better wherever they 

serve. When we consider that graduates have come 

from more than a dozen African countries plus Haiti 

and Turkey, and the breadth of 22 departments, five 

Masters programs and a medical school, the reach is 

breathtaking! The graduates in all fields produced 

by HAU will be outstanding, not alone for their 

expertise but also for their caring and dedication 

to the people they serve.  The Bible and Theology 

department produces leaders for the churches.  Radio 

Voice of Hope sends out a steady stream of gospel, 

encouragement, teaching, prayers.  Campus life, chapel 

services, athletics -- all carry a Christian witness that 

impacts the lives of the thousands of students who 

come through HAU’s classrooms.

HOPE AFRICA 
UNIVERSITY

http://www.haufriends.org/ 
contact@haufriends.org











 

on an 
EXCEPTIONAL JOURNEYEMBARK 

More comprehensive than a mission trip, more contextual than a 

vacation, your Cross Cultural Studies journey abroad gives you the 

opportunity to experience life beyond borders and beyond yourself.

Through this journey — and the liberal arts experience at SAU — you’ll understand 

what it means to be a neighbor to the world, embracing it as Christ did.

arbor.edu/embark
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SPU is the only private university in the Pacific 
Northwest to make U.S. News & World Report’s 
2017 “Best National Universities” list. 
Find out why at spu.edu/best-national.

Seattle Pacific University ranked a

“Best National 
University” 

— U.S. News & World Report

In 2017, more than 1,200 students earned 
undergraduate and graduate degrees from Seat-
tle Pacific University. Some will become clergy. 
But others will become businesspeople, nurses, 
engineers, psychologists, authors, school super-
intendents, cancer researchers, entrepreneurs, 
and professionals in every field.  

This past year has celebrated a unique  
moment in Seattle Pacific University history, as  
the University recognized our 125th anniversary. 
The history of SPU reveals an ongoing clarity of 
vision for sending graduates into the world to  
make a difference. Our founders were bold, vision-
ary, audacious, and hope-filled. They believed 
opening a Christian school in Seattle could not only 
change Seattle, but also the larger world. SPU is a 
university born in the heart of God, brought forth 
by thousands of men and women who believed 
in its purpose and capacity, founded on a 5-acre 
garden plot. Their vision has remained remark-
ably constant through sweeping cultural, eco-
nomic, scientific, and technological changes over  
125 years. 

The small group of Free Methodists who 
founded Seattle Pacific had little formal educa-
tion themselves, yet they were insistent on form-
ing a school. In doing so, they were part of a larger 
Wesleyan movement sweeping the U.S. toward 
the end of the 19th century. 

By the time the early Seattle Pacific Col-
lege became Seattle Pacific University in 1977, 
the name change reflected what it had already 
become: an institution preparing both under-
graduate and graduate students for lives of Chris-
tian service in both religious and secular careers. 

The language of “engaging the culture and 
changing the world” is not only a vision for the 
University’s future, but also a reflection of what 
has happened and what continues to happen 
today — through graduates sent out into the 
world, now numbering over 45,000 alumni. 
These alumni have broken through barriers,  
made world- and life-shaping discoveries, 
worked to solve society’s greatest problems, 
served the common good, and advanced the king-
dom of God.

Sent Out From This Place

“Teacher. Missionary. Preacher. Evangelist.” These were the  
intended professions listed under the names of the 13 graduating 
college seniors in Seattle Pacific’s 1924 Cascade yearbook. 
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21780

5,100+ 
undergraduate 
students

62 
major  
options

26 
miles east of 
Los Angeles

Six women and men with a vision to teach  
and train missionaries for Christian service 
prayed this school into existence in 1899.  
Today, the school has grown, but the mission 
hasn’t changed: Azusa Pacific University exists 
to prepare disciples and scholars to impact  
the world for Christ. 

Azusa Pacific offers its students a transformational 
education experience. As an institution founded  
on the Wesleyan tradition, APU remains 
grounded in Scripture and committed to its 
motto of God First. Inside or outside the  
classroom, students apply their hearts, souls, 
and minds, pursuing excellence—and Christ—
in all they do.

At APU, students frequently seek the advice 
of their professors who are experts in their 
fields as well as passionate teachers and mentors 
who pour knowledge into students. With a 13:1 
student-to-faculty ratio, professors get to know 
their students, and can’t wait to see them  

Azusa Pacif ic—Preparing Leaders to Impact the World for Christ

For 118 years, Azusa Pacific has prepared students to impact the world for 
Christ. It’s a transformational experience—APU students graduate ready  
to make a difference in classrooms, communities, hospitals, boardrooms, 
churches, and beyond.

Join a legacy of difference makers, and discover the exciting education  
journey that awaits you.

apu.edu/differencemakers

West  Campus /  Fa l l  Semester  /  A f te r  Chape l  /  11 :25 a .m. 

Cultivating Difference  
Makers Since 1899

succeed. Yet learning doesn’t just take 
place in the classroom. Opportunities for  
involvement overflow, on and off campus. 
Each experience helps students prepare for 
what they’re going to do after they graduate, 
and what they can do now: research with 
faculty, serve in a leadership role, study 
abroad, volunteer in the community, go on 
mission trips, play intramurals, join a club, 
learn skills at internships, work on campus. 
 
In addition, chapel—an essential part of the 
APU experience—gives students a chance 
to worship together and hear from renowned 
speakers. These opportunities, combined 
with intentional faith integration in the  
classroom and campus resources like the 
Center for Transformational Leadership and 
the Center for Vocational Ministry, allow 
students to deepen their faith as they pursue 
their education journey and prepare to 
make a difference in the world.

13:1 
student-to- 
faculty ratio

20+ 
national and  
international 
study  
opportunit ies

95% 
of students  
receive
financial  aid

For  more  in format ion 

about  Azusa Pac i f ic ,  

v is i t  a p u . e d u .  

901 E . A los ta  Ave . 

Azusa, CA 91702  

(626)  812-3016

50+ 
ministry and  
service  
opportunit ies
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When you earn a bachelor’s degree at Roberts 
Wesleyan College you will find guidance, 
encouragement and support.  Because we want 
you to succeed, we are offering:

• 4-year Career Plan: Equip yourself for success  
after graduation.

• 4-year Guarantee: You’ll graduate on time, we 
guarantee it.*

• 4 years of Spiritual Formation: At Roberts,  
spiritual and academic growth go hand in hand.

• Academic Exploration Program: Identify your 
perfect major.

To learn more go to www.roberts.edu/4yrPromise*
www.roberts.edu | 800.777.4RWC

An Education 
Worth Your 
Investment.

Beginning Fall 2018


