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We are educated (in the broadest sense) so we can participate and engage with 
the world. We live in a world characterized by change. How do we understand 

and manage change if we have no notion of the past? How do we understand ourselves 
if we have no notion of a society, culture or world different from the one in which 
we live? We need to equip our emerging leaders with the cultural understanding, 
knowledge of social dynamics, and language proficiency to lead through complex 
conflicts.

Our educational institutions provide opportunities for integrative thinking and 
imagination, for creativity and discovery, and for kingdom impact. Our learning 
communities include a deep understanding of the ways our differences and 
commonalities have shaped history. We must prepare the next generations to be the 
best possible future leaders. 

The colleges and universities affiliated with the Free Methodist Church have a 
long history of commitment to Christian higher education and raising up leaders 
who will intentionally spread holiness and the Good News throughout the world. 
We value the partnership between these colleges, universities and seminaries as we 
recognize the importance of teaching and learning in every generation. Jesus was 
known for teaching all generations and people groups from Jews to Gentiles, from 
children to elderly, and from poor to rich — no one was excluded from learning.

This Higher Education Guide serves as an introduction to Free Methodist partner 
and affiliate institutions. In the pages that follow, you will find schools from the East 
Coast to the Midwest to the West Coast with a variety of program offerings, learning 
styles and environments to prepare and engage students from diverse backgrounds. 
The colleges, universities and seminaries on these pages serve a total of nearly 30,000 
students in 400 degree programs. They continue the rich legacy of B.T. Roberts, who 
founded the Free Methodist Church in 1860 and then started its first school, Chili 
Seminary (now Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary), in 1866 
under the motto “education for character.” 

We hope this guide will be a valuable resource for prospective undergraduate and 
graduate students who seek an education that nurtures both the mind and the soul.

Who will lead the church 
into a bright future?

Jay Cordova   Jeff Finley
Publisher   Executive Editor
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Seattle Pacific University
Seattle, Washington

Azusa Pacific University
Azusa, California

Central Christian College
McPherson, Kansas

Asbury Theological Seminary
Wilmore, Kentucky

Greenville University
Greenville, Illinois

Spring Arbor University
Spring Arbor, Michigan

Roberts Wesleyan College 
and Northeastern Seminary
Rochester, New York
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When you earn a bachelor’s degree at Roberts 
Wesleyan College you will benefit from guidance, 
encouragement and support.  Because we want 
you to succeed, we are offering:

• 4-year Career Plan: Equip yourself for success  
after graduation.

• 4-year Guarantee: You’ll graduate on time, we 
guarantee it.

• 4 years of Spiritual Formation: At Roberts,  
spiritual and academic growth go hand in hand.

• Academic Exploration Program: Identify your 
perfect major.

For best results, learn more at www.roberts.edu/4yrPromise
www.roberts.edu | 800.777.4RWC

You’re a gift. 
Make the 

most of it.



LIGHTANDLIFEMAGAZINE.COM     3 2

You’re a gift. 
Make the 

most of it.



3 3   L I G H T  +  L I F E   O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8

GREENVILLE 
UNIVERSITY

“As you begin college, you enter into some 
of the most formative years of your life. It is a 
time of new friendships, new experiences, and 
new-found passions. These are the years to 
step out of your comfort zone and find out who 
you are. There is no better community to guide 
you through this stage of life than Greenville 
University.”—Senior, Daniel Salei

TOGETHER

LIFE-CHANGING EDUCATION 

EMPOWERED STUDENTS

BE MORE

Greenville University’s Christ-Centered education 

prepares students to live lives of character 

and service. Students encounter God in the 

classroom, on the field, and in the studio. Our 

dedicated professors are passionate about 

challenging students, so they may become 

life-long learners.

With over 50 programs to choose from, you’ll find 
the education you’re looking for. Greenville 
is committed to experiential, innovative education 
that is driven by student’s future goals. When 
you leave Greenville, you’ll be equipped to do 
and be more.

GREENVILLE.EDU/LIFE    (618) 664-7100#New2GU
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A Wesleyan perspective in higher education offers students 
a path to courageous and critical formation for a life that 
embraces truth, wherever it may be found. 

Former Greenville University President V. James Mannoia 
repeatedly stated that the Christian University’s campus should 
be full of warning signs cautioning students: Beware! Life-
Changing Education Happening Here. Mannoia recognized a 
Wesleyan approach to education that was at once courageous 
and dangerous. It is courageous in the sense that Christians 
investigate truth wherever it may be found. Wesleyans believe, 
along with early Christians like Clement of Alexandria, that Truth 
is One. This notion, popularized by Arthur Holmes as “All truth is 
God’s truth,” affirms that God is the source and end of all truth. 

Searching for the truth is also dangerous because if God is its 
source and end, then one cannot help but encounter the living 
God in the pursuit of truth. God is not safe, but rather is good, as 
C. S. Lewis reminds us. God loves us enough to not leave us as 
we are.

A popular evangelical pastor in New York recently stated that 
Christianity is by definition not conservative, but radical—an 
observation borne out by the life of Christ and the lives of his 
followers who choose to love without defense. When our 
lives are marked by love without defensiveness, we become a 
community that trusts God to work all things together for good, 
even when we face challenging or threatening situations. 

Such lives require a character formed by faith, hope, and love, 
grounded on the truth of the resurrection: that even death 
cannot separate us from God. Resurrection truth affirms that no 
situation can overwhelm God’s imaginative and saving power.

What this means for Christian higher education is that every 
discipline, method of inquiry, and line of investigation carries 
the potential to show us more of God, ourselves, and creation. 
Accordingly, a Wesleyan approach to education sees little 
sense in censoring, indoctrination, or protection from new 
ideas. Such models of education are sometimes known as 
a “defender of the faith” approach. The problem with this 
approach is that defense keeps us from receiving the often 
surprising gifts God offers the Christian community through our 
trusting and courageous pursuit of truth. 

A Wesleyan perspective of Christian higher education 
integrates truth and faith, with no competition between the 
truths that one may encounter in Scripture, reason, tradition, 
or experience. Wesleyans celebrate the disciplines of the 
university alongside the spiritual disciplines of the church, 
which together produce life-long learners who follow God’s 
truth wherever it takes them. And while our journey with God 
and into truth is ever-unfolding, our goal is friendship with 
God—the kind of friendship God makes possible. The aim 
of Christian education in the Wesleyan tradition is to form a 
community of courage and character, capable of loving well our 
friends, neighbors, enemies, self, and God.

– Dr. Ben Wayman, James F. And Leona N. Andrews Chair in 
Christian Unity

WHAT DOES A WESLEYAN PERSPECTIVE OFFER HIGHER EDUCATION?
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For 119 years, Azusa Pacific has prepared students to impact the world for 
Christ. It’s a transformational experience—APU students graduate ready  
to make a difference in classrooms, communities, hospitals, businesses,  
churches, and beyond.

Join a legacy of difference makers, and discover the exciting education  
journey that awaits you.

apu.edu/differencemakers

West  Campus /  Fa l l  Semester  /  A f te r  Chape l  /  11 :25 a .m. 

Cultivating Difference  
Makers Since 1899
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on an 
EXCEPTIONAL JOURNEYEMBARK 

More comprehensive than a mission trip, more contextual than a 

vacation, your Cross Cultural Studies journey abroad gives you the 

opportunity to experience life beyond borders and beyond yourself.

Through this journey — and the liberal arts experience at SAU — you’ll understand 

what it means to be a neighbor to the world, embracing it as Christ did.

arbor.edu/light2018
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As she inhaled, she would pray, “Abba, Father,” 
and with each exhale, she would pray, “I am yours.” 
Breath prayer is a spiritual discipline that Kelsey, a 
political science and theology double major, learned 
in class at Seattle Pacific University. “If you’re feeling 
stressed, it calms you down quickly,” she said.

When Lucido arrived at SPU, she didn’t know 
that much about faith or the Bible. She was raised 
Catholic and went to a nondenominational Protestant 
church youth group in high school, but her idea of 
being Christian meant to attend church, not smoke, 
and not cuss.

Through her courses at SPU, she learned more 
about Scripture, service, and implementing both into 
her life. “I saw this new way of doing discipleship that 
was to wholly give myself over to Christ and to pick 
up my cross and go,” she said.

Faith at SPU is anchored in the life of Jesus 
Christ and the authority of the Bible. As an 
ecumenical Christian university, students learn from 
the diversity of Christian churches and traditions, not 
one particular denomination. Professors encourage 
questions and discussion so that students can form 
their own educated and resilient understanding of 
Christian faith.

SPU’s faith statement is not a boxed set of 
beliefs, but a set of shared commitments, said 
Professor of New Testament David Nienhuis. 

“I like the tone this sets for the University,” he 
said. “We know what’s gathering us together, and 
anyone can join in the conversation.”

All professors at SPU are Christians, and they 
attend churches from a variety of denominations, 
including Methodist, Presbyterian, Catholic, 

Mennonite, Episcopal, and Baptist. Students also 
come from many different Christian traditions, and 
also from other religions and ideologies.

Founded by Free Methodists, SPU is deeply 
influenced by John Wesley. In his sermon “On a 
Catholic Spirit,” Wesley talks about his contemporary 
church, which was splintered, much like the Church 
is today. 

“Wesley says, ‘We’re clearly never going to 
believe precisely the same thing, but can we not love 
one another?’” said Nienhuis. “He asks, ‘What would 
it look like to hold hands as Christians even though 
we don’t always agree?’”

All students take the University Foundations 
sequence, which includes a course on the Christian 
faith, a course on Scripture, and a course on 
theology. During their first year, students also take 
part in Wesleyan small groups, weekly meetings 
guided by a student facilitator.

The first Foundations course focuses on spiritual 
formation, discerning vocation and calling, and 
exploring how Christians can be equipped to 
participate in God’s work of reconciliation. The 
course looks at history, cultural context, and biblical 
and theological perspectives on reconciliation, which 
can be studied further in the School of Theology’s 
Reconciliation Studies minor.

“The expectation is that all SPU students will be 
invited into a rich and winsome encounter with the 
depth and breadth of the Christian faith tradition, 
and will come to know the God who knows them, 
loves them, and calls them into partnership in the 
restoration and reconciliation of the world,” Nienhuis 
said.

Christian faith at Seattle Pacific: 
What does it mean to us?
By Julia Siemens

When Kelsey Lucido ’18 walked to class, 
she often practiced breath prayer.
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L
egends. Throughout history humanity 
has been inspired by the tales of 
celebrated and famous individuals. 
Names like King Arthur, Helen of 
Troy, Robin Hood, Annie Oakley, 

Sherlock Holmes, and Queen Guinevere represent 
fabled accounts of legendary lives lived to the 
greater glory. These stories inspire, warn, and 
motivate us as we, too, seek to live our own lives 
of substance and meaning.

But why look to fairytales and myths when the 
most legendary life was far from fictional. It is 
through the example of Jesus Christ that modern 
day men and women can achieve legendary 
status by modeling lives after Him. That is why 
Central Christian College of Kansas is dedicated 
to providing a Christ-Centered Education for 
Character. Through the steadfast work of our 
residential and virtual staff, Central Christian 
strives to help students attain the high calling God 
has placed upon their individual lives.

It is our firm belief that legends live among us – 
very real stories waiting to unfold and be told. As 
such, we are prepared to help you discover the 
legend that is you and the impact God desires to 
have in and through you.

Come, discover your tale. Your legend begins here.

100% of our 2018 graduates claimed 
that Central helped them to develop 

better character

Top 10 most diverse colleges 
in the region

11:1 Student-to-Teacher Ratio
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ARE YOU CALLED TO JOIN GOD IN HIS MISSION? 

Download your free ebook
Yes!?, from Asbury Seminary.

Visit: asbury.to/LL

Kentucky  •  Orlando  •  Memphis  •  Online

Teddy Ray
Lead Pastor at Offerings First UMC in Lexington, Ky.

Asbury Seminary, 2012.

Visit  asbury.to/voices 
to read Teddy’s story.

“Our first calling is to Christ and to 
serve, and it doesn’t matter if you’re an 

ordained pastor. When you were created, 
you were called to obedience.”


