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Help Kids Discover Their

Learn more at 
fmcusa.org/light-life/roots

Roots is a new children’s curriculum that includes Scripture-based 
activities, prayer stations, and practical application. Unlike other 

popular children’s programs, this Free Methodist curriculum provides 
a Wesleyan theological perspective that helps kids know God — not 

just about Him.
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Asbury Theological Seminary
Wilmore, Kentucky

Azusa Pacific University
Azusa, California

Central Christian College
McPherson, Kansas

Greenville University
Greenville, Illinois

Roberts Wesleyan College 
and Northeastern Seminary
Rochester, New York

Seattle Pacific University
Seattle, Washington

Spring Arbor University
Spring Arbor, Michigan

“Attempt something so big, 
that unless God intervenes, it 
is bound to fail.” -Dr. Timothy C. Tennent

Visit asbury.to/thrive to hear our podcast interview with 
Asbury Seminary President, Dr. Timothy C. Tennent. 

Call: 844.GO.TO.ATS  Click: asbury.to/degrees  Visit: asbury.to/visit  Learn More: asburyseminary.edu

LOCATIONS:    KENTUCKY    ORLANDO    MEMPHIS    TULSA    ONLINE

Download your 
free ebook, Called 
at asbury.to/LL
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23315

For 120 years, Azusa Pacific has prepared students to impact the world for 
Christ. It’s a transformational experience—APU students graduate ready  
to make a difference in classrooms, communities, hospitals, businesses,  
churches, and beyond.

Join a legacy of difference makers, and discover the exciting education  
journey that awaits you.

apu.edu/uga

West  Campus /  Fa l l  Semester  /  A f te r  Chape l  /  11 :25 a .m. 

Cultivating Difference  
Makers Since 1899

23315 Print Ad_Fall Light+Life Magazine.indd   2 8/13/19   9:23 AM

4,400+ 
undergraduate 
students

60 
major  
options

26 
miles east of 
Los Angeles

Six women and men with a vision to teach  
and train missionaries for Christian service 
prayed this school into existence in 1899.  
Today, the school has grown, but the mission 
hasn’t changed: Azusa Pacific University exists  
to prepare difference makers to impact the 
world for Christ. 

Azusa Pacific offers its students a transformational 
education experience. As an institution founded  
on the Wesleyan tradition, APU remains 
grounded in Scripture and committed to its 
motto of God First. Inside or outside the  
classroom, students apply their hearts, souls, 
and minds, pursuing excellence—and Christ—
in all they do.

At APU, students frequently seek the advice 
of their professors, who are experts in their 
fields as well as passionate teachers and mentors 
who pour knowledge into students. With an 11:1 
student-to-faculty ratio, professors get to know 
their students, and can’t wait to see them  

Azusa Pacif ic—Preparing Leaders to Impact the World for Christ

succeed. Yet learning doesn’t just take 
place in the classroom. Opportunities for  
involvement abound, on and off campus. 
Each experience helps students prepare for 
what they’re going to do after they graduate, 
and what they can do now: research with 
faculty, serve in a leadership role, study 
abroad, volunteer in the community, go on 
mission trips, play intramurals, join a club, 
learn skills at internships, work on campus. 
 
In addition, chapel—an essential part of the 
APU experience—gives students a chance 
to worship together and hear from renowned 
speakers. These opportunities, combined with 
intentional faith integration in the classroom  
and campus resources like discipleship 
groups, mentoring, and the Center for  
Vocational Ministry, allow students to deepen 
their faith as they further their education and 
prepare to make a difference in the world.

11:1 
student-to- 
faculty ratio

20+ 
national and  
international 
study  
opportunit ies

90% 
of students  
receive
financial  aid

For  more  in format ion 

about  Azusa Pac i f ic ,  

v is i t  a p u . e d u .  

901 E . A los ta  Ave . 

Azusa, CA 91702  

(626)  812-3016

50+ 
ministry and  
service  
opportunit ies

23315 Print Ad_Fall Light+Life Magazine.indd   3 8/13/19   9:24 AM
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100% of 2018 graduates 
claimed that Central 
helped them develop 
better character!

Four Years AT CENTRAL
Family FOREVER

Offering FOURYEAR Degrees for 20 years
With over 40 DEGREE OPTIONS

Join your Central Family TODAY!
www.centralchristian.edu

45% RESIDENTIAL
DIVERSITY RATE

13:1 STUDENT TO 
TEACHER RATIO
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Wilmore, Kentucky
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Azusa, California
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McPherson, Kansas

Greenville University
Greenville, Illinois

Seattle Pacific University
Seattle, Washington

Spring Arbor University
Spring Arbor, Michigan

Roberts Wesleyan College 
and Northeastern Seminary
Rochester, New York

t

DISCOVER YOUR PURPOSE
“Togetherness” helped undergraduate Shuto Osawa 
find his feet and his future career after he arrived at 
Greenville University from Japan. Physics professor 
Hyung Choi ignited Shuto’s imagination with a course 
in quantum mechanics and conversations about 
the spiritual dimension of tiny particles of light. “To 
me,” says Choi, “knowing God and studying physics 
have never been two separate things.” Helped by his 
mentor, Shuto’s work led to a research internship in 
Vienna and full tuition coverage for a PhD program at 
Boston University.

LEARN WITH FRIENDS
“Togetherness” supported Lori Sadler through a 
career shakeup. A company merger created stiffer 
competition at work, and Lori needed to finish her 
bachelor’s degree online. Reentering school in midlife 
looked daunting, but Lori found a supportive community 
in Greenville University’s online degree completion 
program. There, classmates rooted for each other’s 
success and reached out to Lori when life’s challenges 
proved overwhelming. Lori not only finished her 
undergraduate degree, but her MBA as well, both 
through Greenville University.

You were Uniquely Made to 
Shape the World

FREE METHODIST SCHOLARSHIPS TO ATTEND GU

Children of Free Methodist Pastors: $17,600

Free Methodist Affiliated Student: $16,000

Panther Preferred Character & Service Scholarships: Up to $18,000

Light and Life_proper_sized.indd   2 9/9/19   10:18 AM

t

GU Presents:
SCIENCE THROUGH THE 

EYES OF FAITH CONFERENCE 
November 8-10, 2019 

Examining the relationship between science 
and faith ublic lectures, keynote 
speakers and panel discussions from experts 
in various scientific fields and religious 
backgrounds.  check it out at 
www.stef2019.com

REQUEST MORE INFO TODAYAT GREENVILLE.EDU

Find out about GU
coming 

 

Light and Life_proper_sized.indd   3 9/9/19   10:18 AM
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Take the next step in your career – pursue 

your calling at Roberts Wesleyan College 

and Northeastern Seminary online! 

Wherever you are, you can develop the 

latest skills and strategies needed to 

succeed at your mission thanks to industry 

expert instructors, individualized academic 

support, and an accessible, online format.

• Taught by industry experts

• Work-friendly format

• Accelerated degree completion

• 2019 Military Friendly School

ON MISSION. 
ONLINE.

ONLINE PROGRAM OPTIONS
Reach your career and ministry goals through 
applied programs that allow you to immediately 
put your classroom learning into practice.

BUSINESS
• Organizational Management, B.S. (15 months)
• Strategic Leadership, M.S. (18 months)
 
EDUCATION
• Special Education, M.Ed. (22 months)

HEALTHCARE
• Health Administration, B.S. (15 months)
• Health Administration, M.S. (18 months)
• R.N. to B.S. (15 months)
• R.N. to M.S. (29 months)
• Nursing Education, M.S. (20 months)
• Nursing Leadership & Administration, M.S. 

(20 months)
 
Learn why Roberts is the top choice for 
transformational, work-friendly, and affordable 
online education: www.roberts.edu/mission 

MINISTRY
• Transformational Leadership, M.A. (20 months)
• Theology & Social Justice, M.A. (20 months)
• Theological Studies, M.A. (20 months)
• Master of Divinity, M.Div. (32 months)
• Doctor of Ministry, D.Min. (32 months with 

residencies)
• Certificate in Scripture, Theology, & 

Leadership (8 months)

Learn why Northeastern Seminary is the 
preferred destination for affordable online 
preparation for ministry: www.nes.edu/mission
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A “Best National University ” U.S. News & World Report 

Further, with purpose. spu.edu/discover

Faith for  
the future.

Finding
vocation

The future unfolds with opportunity. And challenges. 
Engage the world with what you know — and believe.

Brian Valley ’15 wasn’t planning to be a pastor 
when he enrolled at Seattle Pacific University. 
He didn’t major in theology. Instead, he studied 
international affairs and minored in history, 

hoping to work for an international nonprofit organization.
Yet Valley quickly found himself intrigued by his 

required theology classes and started taking theology 
electives in addition to his required coursework. Today, 
he is director of youth ministry at the Green Lake location 
of Bethany Community Church, a 103-year-old Seattle 
congregation with six campuses in the Seattle area.

“He is mature, deeply faithful, and consistent in his 
relationship to Jesus,” said Ed Smyth, professor emeritus 
of educational ministry. “I was impressed with his 
openness and desire to be faithful to whatever it was that 
God wanted for him in life.”

Valley was part of a small group with Smyth, one of 29 
groups Smyth led while on faculty.

At Smyth’s encouragement, Valley told the group’s 11 
other men that he was considering ministry as a vocation. 
To Valley’s surprise, no one was even the slightest bit 
shocked. It’s been obvious for a while, they told him.

Valley attended Bethany church during his first 
quarter at SPU and began working there as a full-time 
youth ministry intern before becoming the director of 
youth ministry in May 2018. In addition to his work, he is 
pursuing a master of divinity degree online.

As a recent graduate himself, Valley is very familiar with 
the pervasiveness of social media and the way technology 

can increase isolation, anxiety, and social pressures for 
teens. A federal report from 2016 reveals the suicide rate 
among U.S. middle school students doubled from 2007 
to 2014. Generation Z, people born between 1995 and 
2010, reported more issues with stress and mental health 
than any other generation, according to the American 
Psychological Association’s 2018 Stress in America survey.

“We want to minister to these students where they are 
in their lives: in their neighborhoods, at their track meet, 
at their band concert, at school, and at church,” Valley said. 
He wants students to encounter God in all aspects of their 
lives, not just on Sunday.

Valley appreciated SPU’s approach to Christian 
education which incorporates faith in its worldview.

“You don’t disassemble people’s worldview and leave 
college students confused, uncertain, and wondering,” 
Valley said. Instead, the goal is to help students explore 
questions like: Where do I come from? What do I believe? 
What experiences are shaping me and the world around 
me? What is shaping the context of my culture and different 
aspects of my identity?

“Through that process, if you realize some of the pieces 
weren’t made from the best material, you can rebuild 
the structure with a more solid foundation,” Valley said. 
Many still have those core pieces. “We don’t throw away 
everything we grew up with,” Valley said. “The Church has 
the opportunity to offer something that is real and certain. 
The resurrection is coming. We’re people who know the 
end of the story. Our world needs that hope.”
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light
LET YOUR 

SHINE 

 

Light gives us clarity. It illuminates possibilities, 
brightens our paths and shines through our 
greatest gifts. At Spring Arbor University, we 
discover and grow our unique, God-given gifts 
within our community of learners. Our mission is 
to bring the light of Christ into our communities, 

our families and into everything we do.

Find out more at arbor.edu/shine
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