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I’ve driven along the edge of Casey, Illinois, many times 
but never ventured farther into this community of 2,700 
residents than the Dairy Queen near the Interstate 70 exit 

ramp. That changed a few days ago when an initial stop for 
gasoline led to following the signs that pointed the way to “big 
things in a small town” such as Guinness World Records holders 
for the largest wind chimes, golf tee, knitting needles, wooden 
shoes, pitchfork, mailbox and rocking chair. The town is also 
home to many other massive objects that may not be the world’s 
largest, but they’re likely close. 

I’m not sure my wife and son shared my high level of 
enthusiasm about seeing the giant items, but we now have the 
selfie to prove we stood near a 46,000-pound rocking chair that’s 
56 feet tall. I’m thankful Casey’s signs let us know about these big 
things and pointed the way to them.

The day after we visited Casey, our pastor, Kenny Martin, 
preached a sermon titled “Pointing the Way” with emphasis on 
Jesus’ words in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

Earlier in the book of John, we read, “In him was life, and 
that life was the light of all mankind” (1:4). John also records 
Jesus saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (8:12).

Since its founding in 1868 
as The Free Methodist, this 
magazine has pointed people to 
Jesus Christ, who is the Light and 
the Life and gives the “light of life” 
to us. The Free Methodist Board 
of Administration changed the 
name in 1970 to “do all we can to 
get the attention of people who 
need God in their lives. Both the 
name and the cover, we hope, will 

invite further reading.” The board 
members added, “It is our earnest 
prayer that Light and Life will be 
an evangelistic tool.”

LIGHT + LIFE (as this 
magazine is now known) points 
people to Jesus through the 
print edition, two websites 
(lightandlifemagazine.com and 
revistaluzyvida.com) and several 
social media accounts. Many 
of our readers are not Free 

Methodists, and some are 
not (yet) Christians. 

I’ve encountered several 
people who think this magazine 
is only intended for pastors or 
other church employees. Actually, 
LIGHT + LIFE is for everyone. Print 
copies should be available for free to anyone 
worshipping at any of our nearly 900 local church locations 
in the United States. Home subscriptions are also available 
for less than $1.25 an issue (click SUBSCRIBE near the top of 
lightandlifemagazine).

 This magazine’s former editor, B.T. Roberts, launched an 
earlier publication, the Earnest Christian, in 1860 with the aim to 
“set up the Bible standard of religion” and by “uncompromising 
advocacy of ‘righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit’ to 
make our magazine a favorite and welcome visitor.” That aim 
carried over when he gained responsibility for this magazine in 
1886, and we have the same aim as we focus in 2020 on relevant 
themes such as unstoppable grace, sanctified sexuality, racial 
unity and much more (turn the page).

Free Methodists have a rich history of inviting people to 
lead and speak into the church’s conversation regardless of their 
gender, race, income or ordination status (one more reason this 
magazine isn’t just for pastors). This month, we launch LIGHT + 
LIFE Conversations, a Facebook group that we hope to reflect the 
“righteousness, peace and joy” missing in many online groups.

This issue also begins our 2020 themes with the first 
installment of a three-part look at our mission statement “to love 
God, love people, and make disciples.” In our new Focal Point 
section, Bishop Linda Adams reflects on “the astonishing reality 
that the God of the universe wants your love.” This issue’s cover 
illustration includes a photo of Adams with newly ordained Pastor 
Núbia Vieira de Mello from the recent Free Methodist World 
Conference in Brazil. I think B.T. Roberts, whose “Ordaining 
Women” book was published in 1891, would be pleased to see 
the church embrace his biblically based conclusions.

Tourists may be surprised to see Bible verses on or next to 
some of Casey’s large items. The 32-foot, 500-pound pencil is 
inscribed with Proverbs 3:3, “Let love and faithfulness never 
leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet 
of your heart.” Let’s love God and point others to God’s love.+

Jeff Finley is this 
magazine’s executive 
editor. He also serves 
as a delegate for 
John Wesley Free 
Methodist Church 
in Indianapolis. He 
joined Light + Life in 
2011 after a dozen 
years of reporting 
and editing for 
Sun-Times Media. 

Pointing the 
Way to Love
by Jeff Finley
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Our Free Methodist mission statement 
says simply that our reason for being 

comes down to three things: love God, love people 
and make disciples. The first and foremost of these three 
— the foundation of it all — is to love God.

This primary call of a Christian can be misunderstood 
by exaggerating any aspect of it. For instance, some take 
the call to love God above all else as pure demand, to 
be dutifully obeyed by whatever determination we can 
muster. It is a command, after all. Jesus quoted verses 
from Deuteronomy when He named it the greatest 
commandment: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater 
than these” (Mark 12:30–31).

To those who equate love with duty, aligning all the 
powers of our will with reverent regard for God and 
obedience to His law is what God requires as our chief aim. 

By Bishop Linda Adams

Bishop Linda Adams, 
D.Min., was elected to 
the Board of Bishops at 
General Conference 2019 
after serving 11 years as 
the director of ICCM. She 
previously served as a pastor 
in New York, Illinois and 
Michigan. As a bishop, she 
oversees Free Methodist 
ministries in the North and 
North Central portions 
of the United States and 
also in Latin America.

Embracing the Astonishing Reality 

Above All Else,
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Love equals right actions, with no regard for relationship or 
emotion. Our proper response to God is to know the right 
thing and do it. 

The opposite tendency is to hear the word “love” 
sentimentally. If love for God is a feeling, 

then we should constantly try to 
conjure up the right emotions. 

Logically oriented 
personalities can never 

or rarely achieve this 
heartfelt devotion; 

poetic descriptions 
by others leave 
them baffled. If 
loving God is all 
about feelings 
of adoration 
and worship, 
we may chase 
this experience 

t h r o u g h 
repetitious praise 

music or other 
attempts to recreate the 

memory of a transcendent 
connection we once felt. To 

bring our “heart, soul, mind 
and strength” to God means to be 

all in, all the time, with all our powers 
so we can always feel devoted to God. Right 

actions and obedient choices take a back seat to 
our emotional state in defining how God wants to 

be loved. 

If we’re not familiar with other religions, we might not 
realize how radical it is for the Christian to relate to God 
in terms of love in the first place. Deities normally demand 
appeasement or submission, not love. 

Most radical of all is the Christian claim that the invitation 
to love God springs from God’s very being as a sacred 
community of three whose creative energy is love. God is 
not solitary but has existed from eternity past in a mutually 
loving Trinity. Jesus alluded to this as He prayed, “Father, I 
want those you have given me to be with me where I am, 
and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because 
you loved me before the creation of the world” (John 17:24).

Genesis 1 reveals the Spirit of God brooding over Creation, 
drawing forth life, beauty and goodness, climaxing in the 
creation of human beings in God’s image. The love of the 

triune Godhead overflows to the created ones. Made in the 
image of a God who exists in eternal love, we were made by 
love and for love. Therefore, our love for God is grounded 
in God’s extravagant prior love for us. 

The Old Testament continues to reveal God’s essential 
nature as love, expanding the meaning of the term. In 
Exodus we read: “Then the Lord came down in the cloud 
and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the 
Lord. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The 
Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow 
to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining 
love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
sin’” (34:5–7).

Mutual Faithfulness
This God invites the people of Israel into a covenant 

relationship in which God offers love and loyalty and asks 
for a corresponding exclusive devotion from the people. 
This is the pattern: God loves and commits first and offers 
a relationship based on mutual faithfulness. Many passages 
throughout the Bible reveal this order of things, but perhaps 
the most succinct is the Apostle John’s statement, “We love 
because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  

If our capacity to love God is reciprocal, 
offering back to God that which has first 
been given to us, how can we describe that 
first love? For thousands of years, mystics 
and theologians, preachers and everyday 
“beloved ones” have tried to capture in words 
the indescribable. They have used potent 
images like God pouring energy into the 
soul — drawing out greater vitality and love 
—  and forceful terms like “hungry love” and 
“stormy love” (the words of 14th century 
Flemish mystic John Ruysbroeck) that elicit storms of love 
in response. Like 20th century British theologian Evelyn 
Underhill, they describe love that encompasses “agony, 
passion, beauty, sternness and pity” and results in self-
giving love or charity in the recipient (fmchr.ch/eunderhill). 
Following biblical imagery, God’s love has been envisioned 
as that of a caring shepherd, a good father, a protective 
mother bear, a loyal friend, and even a divine lover and 
bridegroom. Each metaphor reveals an aspect of this God 
who is Love.

The supreme example of love is Jesus, who freely gave 
His life in sacrifice for our sake. In Philippians, we read that 
Jesus humbled Himself “by becoming obedient to death 
— even death on a cross” (2:8). And in Romans, “But God 

... how 
can we 

describe 
that first 

love?”
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demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us” (5:8).

Transforming + Empowering
Ordinary people transformed by this divine love can 

respond in heroic acts of self-giving. The biblical story and 
the story of the church down through the ages are filled 
with examples of the transformative power of God’s love in 
the human heart. Love for God emanates in humble service 
to the poor and powerless, works of justice and mercy 
near and far, forgiveness for those who have caused harm, 
carrying the mission of God to the ends of the earth, bold 
proclamation of the gospel of grace even under persecution, 
battling the forces of evil in their many guises, and countless 
examples of compassionate, sacrificial service to one’s 
family, church, community and world. 

Completely comprehending this divine love cannot 
be accomplished by human wisdom or reason, even in a 
lifetime of effort. The Apostle Paul prays that the Ephesian 
Christians and all of God’s holy people — by extension 
including us — will be supernaturally empowered to grasp 
this incomprehensible love: “And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have power, together 
with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge — that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:17b–
19).

His sequence is this: First, we become grounded (rooted, 
established) in the experience of love. Let that soak in 
for a minute! Advancing toward grasping the enormity 
of God’s love begins by first experiencing love at ground 
level and below, down to our roots. This essential starting 
point prepares us to receive the power, in community, 
to comprehend at increasing levels the expansive 
dimensions of Christ’s love for us and, by implication, for 

one another. This growth leads 
to the seeming impossibility of 
knowing something that surpasses 
knowledge, this ultimate love. 
Why? Not just to apprehend a 
fact, but so that together we can be 
filled with the overflowing fullness 
of God. 

Knowing Leads to Loving
I hope you’ve been privileged to know someone so 

winsome and attractive that people comment, “To know her 
is to love her.” Does a name and face come to mind for you? 
Far more profoundly than in the case of 
a lovely person, this is true of the 
Living God. To know God is 
to love God. This should 
be our quest. All our 
acts of worship and 
spiritual disciplines 
have as their 
aim this fuller 
and deeper 
knowledge of 
God, so that as 
we know God 
more, we will 
love God more. 

As Jesus taught, 
the commands 
to love God and 
love our neighbor 
as ourselves cannot be 
separated. Loving God 
leads to loving people — 
even ourselves! To know God is 
to know love and to become loving. 
The Apostle John put it this way, “Dear 
friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:7–8). 

To love God with our heart, soul, mind and strength is 
a big enough challenge for a lifetime. The longer we live 
and press on to love God, the more we yearn to place our 
integrated selves — body, emotions, intellect and will — at 
God’s disposal, available for God’s purposes, as our act of 
responsive love. Our fragmented and distracted selves come 
together to will one thing; in this centering we find peace. 

What holds us back from receiving God’s love? Often it is 
fear. If we can catch a glimpse of the goodness and love at 
the heart of God, we can lose our fear and surrender to this 
power that pursues us. In his “Confessions,” St. Augustine 
wrote of his regret for wasting the early years of his life 
before his conversion, “Oh Beauty so old and so new! Too 
late have I loved Thee!”

To love God 
with our heart, 
soul, mind and 

strength is a 
big enough 

challenge for a 
lifetime.”
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Like the Prodigal Son in Jesus’ parable (Luke 15:11–32), 
Augustine had run from the Father’s love and squandered 
years of his life. Yet when he came to himself and found the 
courage and humility to return to the Father, he discovered 
m e r c y , welcome, honor and belonging. All he had 

sought in the far country had been 
waiting for him back home in 

the Father’s house. Although 
in his humiliation, the 

Prodigal Son offered to 
become his Father’s 

servant, the Father 
would have none 
of that! He fully 
restored him to 
sonship, with 
all its rights and 
privileges. 

In the same 
way, God gives 

the Holy Spirit to 
us so we can escape 

the prison of fear 
and know that we are 

God’s very own, beloved 
children. “The Spirit you 

received does not make you 
slaves, so that you live in fear again; 

rather, the Spirit you received brought 
about your adoption to sonship. And by 

him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children” 

(Romans 8:15-16).

John Wesley, founder of Methodism, championed this 
“inward witness of the Spirit” (fmchr.ch/jwesley). By a 
powerful personal experience of God’s indwelling Spirit, 
he realized that God works to make the believer “perfect 
in love.” Wesley testified of his own transformation and 
taught on this New Testament theme, “There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in 
love” (1 John 4:18). What a hope-filled doctrine! The One 
who loves us perfectly desires to overcome our fear with 
love, completing us and freeing us for His holy use. We will 
never advance to perfection in performance or overcome 
the possibility of failure, but our motive can become pure 
love.  

“Do You Love Me?”
At the very end of Jesus’ time on earth, standing on 

the seashore like the first time they had met, Jesus asked 
a pressing question of his friend Peter. “Do you love me?” 
And Peter answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus repeated the question and Peter repeated his answer. 
The third time Jesus asked, Peter was hurt. He replied, 
“Lord, you know all things. You know that I love you.” Jesus’ 
response all three times was to call him to ministry on Jesus’ 
behalf, “Feed my lambs.” “Take care of my sheep.” “Feed my 
sheep.”  

This is an amazing, poignant scene (John 21:15–19). 
Imagine! The incarnate God “popping the question” to 
a mere human in the most vulnerable way. Like Tevye in 
“Fiddler on the Roof ” asking his wife, Golde, “Do you love 
me?” Jesus wants to hear from Peter the most personal 
words, “I love you.” 

In the “Fiddler” lyrics by Sheldon Harnick, Golde reviews 
their 25 years of shared marital life with all its work and 
hardships, then ends with, “For 25 years I’ve lived with him, 
fought with him, starved with him, 25 years my bed is his. 
If that’s not love, what is?” Tevye triumphantly proclaims, 
“Then you love me!” She admits, “I suppose I do.” “And I 
suppose I love you too” (fmchr.ch/fiddler).

Both Peter and Jesus could have listed Peter’s actions 
showing his love — he had left all to follow Jesus. For three 
years he had been apprenticed to this rabbi, observing and 
learning and being mentored in the deepest truths of life. 
But beyond the realm of teaching and learning, following 
and taking on the role of disciple, preparing for even greater 
leadership in this movement in the future, Jesus wanted to 
hear in Peter’s own voice what was in Peter’s heart. “Do you 
love me?”  

I hope you never get over the astonishing reality that the 
God of the universe wants your love. Whether expressed 
in rapturous song or mundane sheep-feeding faithfulness, 
I pray you’ll never grow tired of offering yourself back to 
the Lover of your Soul in wholehearted devotion. It’s your 
reason for being. +

Discuss this article in our new 
Facebook group at fmchr.ch/
conversations
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At the launch of 2020, the Holy Spirit’s 
agenda for us is clear: He wants the 

first commandment in first place in our hearts. The first 
commandment — to love God with all our heart, soul, 
mind and strength — comes before every other passion, 
vision or mission (Matthew 22:37–38). Nothing is more 
essential as we step into this pivotal decade.

Good news: The Holy Spirit is willing to do whatever 
it takes to restore our first love (Revelation 2:4). Start 
your year by praying the dangerous prayer, “Whatever 
it takes.”

It’s time for dangerous, desperate praying out of holy 
desperation — when you’re willing to pay any price to 
have more of Christ. What merciful kindness — when 
God disrupts our soft, middle-America Christianity and 
launches us on a journey to pursue His face. 

For me, that journey has meant a profound return to 
the cross of Jesus. Because the cross is where everything 
starts. 

By Bob Sorge

Rekindling 
Our First 
Love
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Back to the Beginning
To reclaim the vitality of a thing, sometimes you have 

to go back to its inception. For example, to renew vitality 
in your marriage, you may want to go back to the things 
that first brought you together. As another example, when 
the Jews asked Jesus about divorce, He talked about how 
God instituted marriage way back in the beginning. The 
principle applies to our first love. To rekindle our love for 
God, we should go back to the beginning. It all started, for 
all of us, at the cross. That’s where the two of you first met. 

It’s at the cross that the fountain of love was first opened. 
This is where gratefulness, abandonment, fire, passion, 
devotion, zeal and longing flow. This is where love is 
excavated, revisited and explored. 

Go back to the nails, the stripes, the bloody wood, the 
thorns. Go back to the naked horror and the writhing, 
contorted trauma. “For God so loved the world that He 
gave...” (John 3:16). 

God Withholds Nothing
The adversary tells me, just like he did with Eve, that God’s 

withholding from me. He tells me that God is withholding 
the answers to my prayers that would make me everything 
I could be. And when I hear that ancient accusation I just 
go back to the cross, because the cross nails that accusation. 

When I come to the cross, I see a God with nails in His 
hands, a nail in His feet and thorns on His brow, who stands 
on the nail, spreads His arms wide and says to me, “I give 
you all My strength. I give you My mind. I give you My 
flesh. I give you My soul. I give you My heart. I give you My 
last breath. I give you My last drop of blood.”

When I look at the cross, I don’t see a God who’s 
withholding from me. Rather, I see a God who is giving 
me His best. He’s giving me His only begotten Son — His 
everything. Therefore, I declare to my generation, My God 
withholds nothing from me. He’s already given me His 
everything! And if He hasn’t answered my prayer yet, it’s 
because He’s got a better way to answer it than I have in my 
best imagination. 

And now I find the courage to stand on my nail, spread 
my arms, and say back to my Beloved, “I love You with all 
my heart, all my soul, all my mind, all my body, my time, 
my finances, my giftings and my strength. I am Yours, and 
You are mine.”

The Cross Awakens Love
How does God renew our first love? Through trouble. 

Through the cross. There, I said it. 

Don’t despise the means God uses to make you more 
desperate for Him. Satan may have a hand in your trial, but 
God has a purpose to make you desperate for everything 
He’s willing to give.

Are you in a fiery trial? It’s not the fire that changes 
you; it’s the pursuit of God in the fire that changes you. 
Harness the distress of your trial and press into God with 
the desperation of someone who’s drowning. He wants to 
become your survival. 

It was a fiery trial that launched me on my spiritual 
journey. Over 20 years ago, I suffered a debilitating physical 
injury (fallout from a bad surgery) and nearly lost my way. 
With the desperation of a drowning man, I began to cling to 
the words of Jesus like never before. Psalm 119:92 became 
my personal experience: “Unless Your law had been my 
delight, I would then have perished in my affliction.” His 
promises and the words of His mouth became my survival. 
I’m here today only because of His word.

This is where He brought me back to my first love.

For years, my prayer life was reduced to three words: “I 
love You.” “I don’t understand You; I don’t see what You’re 
doing; I don’t know where You’re taking me; I’m not even 
enjoying You right now, but I love You.” Just giving Him 
my love, in the darkest place of my life, that’s all I could do.

And now I realize, it’s the most powerful thing you can 
do. When you choose to love Him in the greatest trials of 
life, you become eligible for some of the most powerful 
promises in Scripture.

“All things work together for good to those who love 
God” (Romans 8:28). 

“Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will 
deliver him; I will set him on high, because he has known 
My name. He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I 
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor 
him. With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My 
salvation” (Psalm 91:14–16).+

“
The fire of 

God’s love is so 
empowering that 

no trial in life can 
extinguish it.”
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He used the greatest trial of my life to bring me into the kind 
of intimacy with Jesus that I always wanted. 

The cross opens to the deepest intimacy. Why do we run 
from the very thing that will bring us into the bosom of our 
Beloved?

The Fire of God’s Love
Song of Solomon 8:6 says, “Love is as strong as death,” because 

love took Christ to His death. That same love empowers us in 
the face of the greatest opposition, just as those who faced 
the wrath of the accuser “did not love their lives to the death” 
(Revelation 12:11).

Song of Solomon 8:6 also says this love is like “flames of fire, a 
most vehement flame.” The fire of God’s love is so empowering 
that no trial in life can extinguish it. This is what the next verse 
means when it says, “Many waters cannot quench love, nor can 
the floods drown it” (8:7). Waters in the Bible often symbolize 
problems and difficulties that seek to overwhelm and drown 
us. This verse is saying, “There is no opposition great enough 
to quench this love for Jesus that burns in the hearts of God’s 
saints.”

Many saints in the Bible knew 
overwhelming circumstances, 
and many today continue to 
experience deep floods of 
adversity and crisis. But even 
after Satan levels his greatest 
attacks, God’s people come 
through with a deeper, more 
fiery love than ever. Revelation 
12 depicts Satan (the dragon) 
in his last days’ rage, spewing a 
flood from his mouth in order 
to try to drown the church, but 
he’s not successful. The grace of 
God lifts up a standard against 
that flood. When the enemy 
would seek to drown us, the 
Lord kindles a fire within us 
that cannot be extinguished. It’s 
a fiery love for the Lord Jesus. 

In the hour when God’s 
people experience their greatest 
tests, the Lord is reserving 
a revelation of Himself and 
His beauty. He is saying to us, 
“Don’t be afraid or intimidated 
of the dragon’s floods, because 
when I reveal Myself to you, the 

revelation of My love will be stronger than the rage of Satan.” 
God has a fire that will consume the greatest floods — the very 
fire of God Himself.

Do you feel too weak to love Him with this kind of 
extravagant love? Are you aware of your inner wounds, 
emotional handicaps, addictions and proneness to sin? The 
Lord would answer, “The issue is not your weakness but My 
fire! When I release the fire of My love in your heart, everything 
will change. I will awaken in you a love beyond anything you’ve 
ever experienced. You will see My Son!”

Love Him With Everything
Jesus created the human body for crucifixion. At creation, 

when Jesus was fashioning a body for Adam that He Himself 
would one day inhabit, I can imagine the Father saying to Him, 
“Son, are You sure You want to put all those nerve endings in 
the hands like that? That’s where they’re going to put the nails. 
And are You sure You want to put all those nerve endings in 
the feet like that? That’s where they’re going to put the nail.”

I imagine the Son replying, “Yes, Abba, I know. I want to feel 
their sorrows in the depths of My being. I want to feel for them 
in every part of My being.”

How does Jesus feel about you? He feels about You in His 
hands, in His arms, in His shoulders, in His neck, in His face, 
in His scalp, in His back, in His gut, in His legs, in His knees, 
in His feet, in His toes. His love for you runs the full course of 
His entire body, soul and mind. 

And now, this is how we love Him too. No matter the 
troubles; no matter the distractions; or the temptations; or 
discouragements. The cross has awakened us to the greatest 
romantic adventure of the centuries. Love for Jesus runs the 
full course of our entire beings.

Love gets all of me. Worship gets all of me. The cross gets all 
of me. All I want to know is, how can I give more?

Kneel again at His cross today. Give Him your love. Let this 
love grip, shake and take you. Love Him in 2020 with all your 
mind, flesh, soul and strength. May the fire of this love so 
consume you that all is burned away except for one thing — 
love for the face of Jesus Christ.

Pray the dangerous prayer. “Anything. Everything. Whatever 
it takes.” +

Scripture in this article is taken from the New King James 
Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.

 

Bob Sorge is the author 
of more than 20 books 
and is best known for 
“Secrets of the Secret 
Place,” which inspires 
and strengthens believers 
in their secret-place 
relationship with Jesus. 
Visit freemethodistbooks.
com to order this book. 
More of Sorge’s teachings 
can be found on his Oasis 
House Ministries website 
(oasishouse.com) and 
his YouTube channel 
(fmchr.ch/sorgeyt). 

Discuss this article in our new 
Facebook group at fmchr.ch/
conversations
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This month, LIGHT + LIFE becomes even more interactive. Starting January 1, you can 
discuss articles and themes from the magazine while respectfully connecting with other 

readers in a new Facebook group. 

Search the social network for “Light + Life Conversations” and join the discussion. We want 
everyone to engage with our articles and each other, and we will draw from the Facebook 
group’s comments for this new Talking Points section in each issue of the magazine, and your 
comments may inform other sections of the magazine as well.

Different perspectives and readers’ opinions have always been key to this 152-year-old 
magazine. Issues from the 1800s include series of articles discussing and debating key issues 
with different writers responding back and forth to each other. For many decades, readers also 
responded to articles by writing letters to the editor that ran prominently in the magazine. 

These days, many people turn to social media to discuss ideas. According to a Pew Research 
Center survey, 69 percent of U.S. adults use Facebook (fmchr.ch/pewsocial). In 2019, Facebook 
updated its app to focus on groups. PC Magazine quoted Facebook Chief Executive Officer 
Mark Zuckerberg at his company’s developer conference: “Groups are now at the heart of the 
experience just as much as your friends and family are” (fmchr.ch/pcfbg). We want to take 
discussion of LIGHT + LIFE where many people already go for conversations — Facebook 
groups.

Some Facebook groups require an application to join and demand secrecy. Light + Life 
Conversations will be an open group in keeping with our denomination’s longtime position 
that “we abstain from membership in secret societies” that demand a “promise of secrecy or 
a secret password” (fmchr.ch/secrets). Instead of secret groups, we have a vision of “healthy 
biblical communities of holy people.”

While remaining open, we want to ensure the Conversations group does not devolve 
into the bullying, name calling and other abusive behavior prevalent in some other groups. 
Moderators will ensure that discussions stay on appropriate topics and lead to “mutual 
edification” (Romans 14:19), and we may remove group members who post inappropriate 
comments. Let us use this Facebook group to share our different perspectives and to 
“encourage one another and build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 

 One year ago, we launched Illuminate, an online study guide to promote 
group discussion of the magazine and encourage Bible reading. We 
appreciate your support of this resource. With the establishment of 
Light + Life Conversations, we’re ceasing production of Illuminate, 
but you’ll find the same types of discussion questions and relevant 
Scripture passages in the new Facebook group. You will also be able 
to have a group discussion with LIGHT + LIFE magazine readers from 
around the world. +
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Darren Anderson There seems to be a great divide in evangelicalism between heart and mind with most denominations 
and theological institutions taking one side or the other when, in fact, Jesus called us to both! Theological and 
political views have now taken the platform away from the cross and the call of Jesus to holiness in both the heart 
and the mind!

Theophilus Hlungwani To love God simply means to stay away from all wrongdoing (sin). Unfortunately the world is 
sweet in its own way and we love the world more. ... We all have to face the judgment seat of God and we’re going 
to answer why we didn’t follow His command.

Katherine Callahan-Howell Our love for God seems hardly reflected in our culture, since God loves everyone, and 
it seems our current attitude in the U.S. is to choose who is worthy of our love. If we love as God loves, we love all.

Mark Cryderman The best move a Christian could make, is toward the marginalized. Literally move. While it may 
feel uncomfortable, it’s where you might experience Jesus most vividly! If you’re like me, the choice is between fear 
and faith. I’m choosing faith.

Angie Moslander Chute I resonate with my time with the Quakers. Truly believing that “there is that of God in every 
person” helps to bridge the divide.

Dave Pritchard Most people love God through loving people first, rather than loving people through God first. In other 
words, humanism dominates the mindset of most “spiritual” people through the “do unto others” mentality rather than 
the “First and greatest command is this ...” mentality.

Lisa Blake Our pastor recently said that we show love for our Creator by loving others. So we do the second thing 
to fulfill the first thing.

Mark Kehrer We have forgotten or at least weakened in our teaching that this life isn’t about this life on earth. This 
life is about our life in eternity with our Lord and Savior. It’s so easy to just think and teach about the here and now, 
that we, even as faithful followers of Jesus, can fall prey to this instant gratification mentality. And when this happens 
we don’t really have room for the kind of love Jesus is talking about.

Randy Shrum  The love of Christ means nothing apart from the wrath of God.

  January 2020 —  pg. 14



pg. 15 — lightandlifemagazine.com

A focus on prayer and love recently led the Crossing Free Methodist 
Church to turn its vacant parsonage into an emergency shelter for 

people facing homelessness in Shiawassee County, Michigan, and it didn’t take long for 
word to spread. The Crossing’s efforts to establish the House of Hope quickly attracted 
an award from a community group and extensive coverage from regional news media. 

Church leaders weren’t seeking publicity, however. They were just trying to live out 
Matthew 22:35–40, Mark 12:28–34 and Luke 10:27.

“Our key scripture is the two commandments: love God and love your neighbors as 
yourself,” Pastor Lisa Lahring said. “That’s just our total foundation.”

Before the House of Hope even hosted its first resident, the Shiawassee County 
Homeless Coalition presented the shelter with its Building Hope award on Nov. 12. 
The award coincides with Homeless Awareness Month, and the coalition selected the 
House of Hope “in appreciation for supporting the community through recognition 
of need, assessment of situation, and building hope.” The award came as a surprise to 

By Jeff Finley

You are the churchurfm
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members of the small but growing congregation in Durand, 
Michigan. 

“I was kind of stunned because we weren’t even open yet,” 
Lahring said. “We’re humbled. We’re honored. We want to 
serve, but the main thing is just getting the word out that there 
is a need for homeless shelters. There is a need for prevention 
of homelessness.”

The Crossing went through the denomination’s Recalibrate 
process in 2018, and from January to April, Lahring’s sermons 
focused on prayer. Lahring said church members also went 
through a 20-day prayer reset while reading the book “Reset: 
20 Ways to a Consistent Prayer Life” by Bob Sorge (who wrote 
the Connecting Points article in this issue), and, a few months 
later, the Crossing hosted Brett Heintzman of the National 
Prayer Ministry.

“I know prayer is the key absolutely to anything we do,” said 
Lahring, who also emphasized the decision to “take the church 
through confession and repentance.”

Members of the Crossing understand firsthand that 
homelessness isn’t just a problem in big cities. People also 
lose their housing in rural areas and small towns like Durand 
(population 3,400). 

That was true for the Crossing’s John and Dena who 
previously received help from the church after John’s illness 
and job loss resulted in them losing their home. John and 
Dena have housing now, and John will help others who face 
homelessness by overseeing the House of Hope. 

Lahring said the House of Hope is not a typical homeless 
shelter with many beds and multiple staff on-site. The house is 
a temporary emergency shelter.

“It’s like a rental home without us receiving rent,” Lahring 
said. “We’re not going to staff it, but we will be overseeing it.”

The House of Hope isn’t meant to be long-term housing for 
anyone. 

“We want to make sure they are aiming toward permanent 
housing,” said Lahring, who added the House of Hope is for 
people who are actually homeless, not for a person or family 
wanting a nicer place to live. “We want to make sure we get 
somebody who needs the roof over their head.” 

In recent years, the Free Methodist Church – USA 
has highlighted a strategic priority to “partner strong” 
through “mutually beneficial relationships” with “like-
minded ministries.” The Crossing has done exactly that by 
developing a partnership with Light of Faith Fellowship, a 
nondenominational church in Durand that provides financial, 
spiritual and physical support to the House of Hope. 

“Their church people have come over and helped volunteer 
in the house and getting it ready,” Lahring said. 

Light of Faith Pastor Don White and his wife, Debbie, 
serve on the shelter’s committee and are available to provide 
counseling if needed. A social worker from the Crossing also is 
a key part of the House of Hope committee.

“We come together as the body of Christ. It’s not about me. 
It’s not about my overseer,” Lahring said. “It’s about all of us 
together, coming together to be able to help people through the 
love of Jesus Christ.”

The House of Hope is not just about keeping people out of 
the cold. 

“Our vision is to help restore hope in the midst of the chaos 
of homelessness through the love of Jesus Christ,” said Lahring, 
who emphasized that people have physical, mental and spiritual 
needs. “It’s not just about housing but their whole self.”

Along with shelter, homeless people need transportation, 
food and clothing, and they also may need help with overcoming 
addiction, setting goals or learning how to create a budget. 

Area newspapers have covered various stages of the House 
of Hope. The Argus-Press in Owosso, Michigan, provided in-
depth coverage with staff writer Sally York’s Nov. 29 article 
titled “Durand church members see shelter as ministry.” 

Lahring received a call to ministry in the late 1990s. She 
became the Crossing’s associate pastor in 2009 while also 
working bivocationally as a nurse, and she transitioned to lead 
pastor in 2013. Because she already had a house, she didn’t 
need to reside in the parsonage, which made it available for the 
House of Hope.

One of the catalysts for opening the shelter was a ministry 
grant from the East Michigan Conference that helped fund the 
renovation of the parsonage. Lahring expressed appreciation 
for  Superintendent Brad Button’s support.

The Crossing is increasingly becoming an intergenerational 
congregation with people of different ages doing ministry 
together. This past summer, the church hosted a community 
garden that was overseen by two congregants in their late 20s. 

“They would take the produce that we would harvest and 
walk around town with it and drop it off to people,” said 
Lahring, who added that a couple of the produce recipients 
have since started attending the church.

“Even if you think you’re a small church, don’t count yourself 
out. Dale Woods [a Free Methodist pastor and missionary] said 
it best: ‘We don’t see problems. We see opportunities,’” Lahring 
said. “With God, it’s not impossible.” +

You are the churchurfm
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2020 Vision and 20/20 Vision
Twenty-twenty. It’s the year we’ve just begun and it’s also 

one way we describe clarity of vision. When it comes to 
realizing untapped spiritual vitality through prayer, 2020 
can be our year if we get things into 20/20 clarity. 

Perhaps your church has new goals, dreams and vision 
for the coming year. I know of churches that launched 
campaigns as much as two years ago sharing “20/20 
vision for 2020.” What strategies will you implement to 
realize your goals and accomplish your mission? Is prayer 
embedded into all your strategies and plans? 

I’d like us to consider how we embed prayer into all we 
do in the new year by rethinking our preconceived notions 
that might limit our view and practice of praying.

Beware Tunnel Vision
Tunnel vision closes off the panoramic view of what 

is seen, limiting our ability to see and grasp the bigger 
picture. “Vision” for our churches is cultivated in prayer 
where God reveals what we have not previously seen or 
quickens our understanding of what we’ve previously not 
known. There are few things more electric to our spirit 
than receiving new vision directly from the Lord.

By Brett Heintzman

Bishop Linda Adams, 
D.Min., was elected to 
the Board of Bishops at 
General Conference 2019 
after serving 11 years as the 
director of International 
Child Care Ministries. She 
previously served as a pastor 
in New York, Illinois and 
Michigan. As a bishop, she 
oversees Free Methodist 
ministries in the North and 
North Central portions 
of the United States and 
also in Latin America.

Realizing 
Untapped 
Vitality 
Through 
Prayer

Mission
“To create and sustain the passion and 

practice of intercessory prayer for local, 
national and global transformation.”

Vision
“That every Free Methodist Church would 
be a full functioning, biblical House of 

Prayer.”

Leadership Team
E. Kenneth Martin

Estelle Martin

Laura Warth

Carlene Nisley

Annie Madison

Philip Madison

Margie Newton

Doug Newton

Barb Heintzman, co-director

Brett Heintzman, co-director

Free Resources Available:
npmfmc.org/nin/school-of-intercession

Brett Heintzman is the 
co-director of the National 
Prayer Ministry. He also 
serves as the publisher of 
this magazine through 
his role as the Free 
Methodist Church – USA 
communications director.
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After receiving vision, we usually begin planning. 
However, we should not forget prayer as a critical piece of 
our planning. I’m not talking about the quick kind of prayer 
we open meetings with, I’m referring to the kind of praying 
that recognizes God’s vision emerged from spending time 
with Him, so He may not be done talking to us about it! 
He has more to say, more to reveal, more inspiration to 
give, instructions for where to go, who to meet, what to do, 
so prayer is essential to fulfilling our mission and vision, 
because prayer fills our vision full!

Allow me to illustrate:

If you were asked to put water in a glass and given no 
additional instructions, placing a single droplet of water in 
the glass would fulfill the base requirement. However, the 
glass would not be filled full. When it comes to prayer, one 
“droplet” does not fill the situation full. What if your 2020 
vision won’t come into 20/20 vision until you’ve continued 
to seek God for His Living water — drop-by-drop — until it 
was completely filled full?

Doug Newton, my dear friend and mentor, says “We 
must draw a direct line of connection between what we lack 
for ministry and our lack of prayer.” No doubt we all pray. 
But to what degree do we press in, stay in, go back, keep on 
and pray through until the situation is filled full, not just 
fulfilled?

Join me in the exploration of these two stories from 
Scripture. Then, let’s be challenged to think and act 
differently as a result, filling our plans full of prayer. 

Only by Prayer
Mark 9:14–29 tells the story of a boy oppressed by a deaf 

and mute spirit. It throws him to the ground, robs him of 
speech and causes convulsions. The situation is dire and so 
the disciples of Jesus try to drive it out but can’t. When Jesus 
encounters the boy He speaks to the oppressive spirit and 
says, “You deaf and mute spirit, I command you, come out 
of him and never enter him again.” The demon leaves and 
never returns. 

When the action amid the surrounding crowd has 
settled, the disciples — curious as to why their efforts were 
unsuccessful — ask Jesus, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 
Jesus replies, “This kind can come out only by prayer.” 

Great; prayer is the key! On second thought, we see 
something missing in the story. If prayer is so essential 
as far as Jesus is concerned, why didn’t He pray before 
commanding the demon? Read the whole story and you’ll 
discover that Jesus asks questions and makes statements, 
but He does not pray in that moment. What can we presume 

may be at work here? Before we answer that question, let’s 
investigate the second story.

The House of Prayer
You’ll recognize Matthew 21:12–14 as one of the accounts 

where Jesus cleanses the Temple by driving out the animals 
and overturning the tables of the money changers. Amid the 
fray, Jesus declares, “It is written, My house will be called a 
house of prayer, but you are making it a ‘den of robbers.’”

Remember that the location where this story occurs is 
the Temple in Jerusalem. Is Jesus leveling an accusation that 
there is no praying occurring at the Temple? I find it quite 
hard to believe that absolutely no one was praying at that 
time. It is, after all, the Temple. Certainly many prayers were 
taking place. So, if there were prayers being said, then why 
did Jesus view the “house” as not fulfilling its purpose to be 
a “House of Prayer”?

Apart from Jesus … Nothing
Praying – conversational, abiding, seeking, yearning, 

waiting, interceding praying – is what releases the 
“somethings” that Jesus was referring to when He said, “apart 
from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). When it comes to 
fulfilling vision from the Lord, we can’t do it without Him. 
This is not a formula but rather a relational depth that’s 
realized only when we’re all in. Jesus said it this way: “Very 
truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can 
do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever 
the Father does the Son also does” (John 5:19). This should 
cause us to ponder our “doing” and ensure it is absolutely 
aligned with the Father. 

I’ve often wondered, “What about the millions who 
don’t know Jesus and accomplish great things every day?” 
I mean, people start companies, build skyscrapers, invent, 
lead, produce and a myriad of other things, yet do not 
know Jesus as Lord, nor do they abide in Him. Honestly, it 
seems that they do a lot of “somethings” for not being able 
to do anything. Clearly, the things Jesus is speaking of are 
the miraculous healing and deliverance of persons that we 
witnessed in our two stories from Scripture. In the case of 
the demon-possessed boy, Jesus finishes His commentary 

“What about the millions 
who don’t know Jesus 
and accomplish great 

things every day?” 
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about prayer with actions. He drives out a demon, and you 
simply can’t do that without power from God. In the case of 
the Cleansing of the Temple, we read, “The blind and the lame 
came to him at the temple, and he healed them” (Matthew 
21:14). Jesus didn’t pray in that moment, He healed. Jesus 
released healing power, and you simply can’t do that without 
power from God.

Jesus had been praying. A flowing, habitual, continuous 
stream of praying was the rhythm of Jesus’ life. Because He had 
been praying, the demon obeyed. Because praying continually, 
abiding in His Father was Jesus’ lifeblood, the blind and the 
lame could walk and receive their sight. 

Certain demons come out only through prayer, and the 
Temple was supposed to be known as a House of Prayer. Yet, in 
both instances, demonstrations of power followed the teaching 
of Jesus while there is no written record that He prayed. When 
prayer is filled full in the people of God, the power of God is 
filled full in the people. 

The Household of Abiding in Jesus
To be a biblical House of Prayer does not merely require 

a building where a few prayers are said. Biblically speaking, 
“house” is often used to speak of a family tree (i.e. the House 
of David). Interestingly, the same word is used in the New 
Testament to speak both in reference to buildings and family 
lineage. What if Jesus was speaking about His people when 
he uttered the words house of prayer? After all, God Himself 
said, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

So let’s rewind to the story of the cleansing of the Temple 
and unpack it in terms of this understanding: “It is written, 
My house (My people – my family line – the ones I’ve delivered, 
helped and set apart to be my own – My own chosen people) will 
be called a house of prayer (a people who abide in Me – able to 
do what only I can do because My power is in them), but you are 

making it a den of robbers (a people who steal from others the 
healing the freedom they should be receiving from me – replacing 
healing with harm and spirituality with empty religion).”

What a powerful image! Do you see it? Can you imagine the 
entire household of your local church becoming a household 
of abiding in Jesus? Can we even dare to dream of what an 
army of healing people would look like in our communities? 

Yes, we can dream these God-sized dreams. But then there’s 
reality. Where are we regarding abiding in Jesus? What’s the 
temperature of prayer in your church — yes, even in your 
personal life? How do we take the first step toward realizing 
both the abiding and resulting power and vitality? Wherever 
you and your church are regarding prayer, you can take small 
steps that will start you on the path.

Say Goodbye to the Tunnel
Here are some practical things you can do to be free from 

tunnel vision praying and experience the beauty of the whole 
landscape abiding in Jesus.

Identify where prayer is infrequent or missing and fill it full.

Even with the best intentions, prayer can become infrequent 
in the busy life of ministry in the church. And yes, there’s a time 
to pray and a time to get off our knees and into the work of the 
kingdom. However, if prayer is infrequent or even missing in 
a ministry team, leadership team or any group, here are some 
ways to move in the direction of filling it full with prayer.

• How to pray for your church’s vision.

* Volunteer to be part of the answer. In your prayer, 
begin by telling God you will volunteer to be used 
like Philip or Cornelius who received specific 
instruction. Express your willingness to obey if the 
Lord should ask something specific of you.

* Pray for additional insight. Have groups of people 
listening for the Lord’s words and help. Journal 
what you hear and share insights together. I’ve 

“What’s the temperature 
of prayer in your church 

— yes, even in your 
personal life?”
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been blessed to lead teams of people in this kind of 
prayer and the Lord blesses with His presence and 
words every time. 

* Pray on location. Does your vision include 
people of a specific neighborhood, school or other 
location? Go there and pray there! Lay hands on 
buildings, pray for leaders, speak words of life, 
peace and deliverance over troubled areas.

* Pray for the impossible. Ask for your church’s 
household to become a House of Prayer and ask to 
be filled with power to do the Lord’s work that will 
fulfill your vision.

• Add one prayer. When groups gather, they love to 
share life in conversation. One simple way to get 
people praying is to identify a place in the middle of 
the conversation where you can pause and pray for 
anything. Be intentional to do this.

• Invite. There are people in your church who might 
need encouragement to join in prayer. Many people 
are hesitant to speak aloud. They fear they might say 
something “wrong” in their prayer. Encourage a friend 
and disciple them in the direction of prayer.

• Shift gears. Let’s say you have worship team rehearsal 
scheduled. Instead of rehearsing music, worship 
together in prayer. Pray for the church family. Ask 
God to fill your music with His presence and offer 
yourselves as a living sacrifice for use in His service.

Much more could certainly be added to this conversation, 
but I hope you can see that prayer can begin to saturate your 
household to become and be a biblical House of Prayer. 

Look at God!
My dear friend Pastor Kenny Martin says this a lot. When 

something amazing happens that can only be attributed to the 
hand of God, he will exclaim, “Look at God!” 

I don’t know about you, but I’m seeing signs of it throughout 
our church. Vital signs! Each sighting of vitality makes me 
hunger for even more. Perhaps this year you and your church 
will adopt Pastor Kenny’s habit and find yourself saying over 
and over again, “Look at God!”

May the Lord bless your 2020 vision with 20/20 vision and 
may your church be a fully functioning, biblical House of 
Prayer to His glory!

Amen!+
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In more than 20 years of editing and writing for newspapers 
and magazines, I’ve learned it’s hard to predict which articles and 
issues will upset readers. When I expect controversy and outrage, 
the collective response is often silence or enthusiastic agreement. 
Sometimes, however, a seemingly innocuous article or photo gen-
erates unexpected anger. I can tell you from firsthand experience 
that nothing sets newspaper subscribers off like the same cross-
word puzzle inadvertently running two issues in a row.

As I look at LIGHT + LIFE’s 2020 theme list, I expect some 
controversy. The theme of “sanctified sexuality,” for example, may 
cause people to take a second look. This issue’s theme isn’t like that.

After all, wherever you fall on the theological spectrum, nearly 
everyone (except atheists or maybe agnostics) should be able to 
agree with this issue’s theme, “Love God.” Maybe you haven’t agreed 
with every sentence of every article on the preceding pages, but 
I’m guessing LIGHT + LIFE won’t receive any email, snail mail or 
Facebook comments criticizing the overall theme.

If we’re all in agreement that we should love God, then why bother 
with a magazine issue on this theme? If loving God is a given, our 
mission statement could just be “love people and make disciples.”

We may say we’re all for loving God, but is God at the top of our 
love list? When do we say to God, “Have I told you lately that I love 
you? Have I told you there’s no one else above you?”

By Jeff Finley

Jeff Finley is this magazine’s 
executive editor. He also 
serves as a delegate for 
John Wesley Free Methodist 
Church in Indianapolis. He 
joined LIGHT + LIFE in 
2011 after a dozen years 
of reporting and editing 
for Sun-Times Media. 
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OK; perhaps Van Morrison/Rod Stewart song lyrics aren’t 
appropriate here. Let’s look instead at Deuteronomy 6 that 
says to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength” and also to “serve 
him only” with a reminder that “the Lord your God, who is 
among you, is a jealous God.”

Do we put God first? Do I? 

I’m afraid of the answer based on the “screen time” list 
that mysteriously started appearing on my cell phone after 
I ran an update a few months ago. Suddenly, I see where 
my Bible app ranks on the list of my most used apps. It’s 
convicting to see the Bible below apps for my social media 
accounts. 

A different set of priorities are reflected in a box of family 
Bibles stored temporarily at my home while my parents-in-
law move into a new home. As my wife posted on Facebook, 
“I love that these Bibles are literally falling apart. They are 
worn, cracked and used.” She noted that some of her father’s 
Bibles literally are held together by packing tape.

 Please don’t take this article as a case for legalism. We 
shouldn’t make church membership dependent on how 
battered our Bibles are, and I’m not saying church ushers 

should be doing random inspections of phones. I do, 
however, believe that how we spend our time (and our 
money) may reflect more than we care to admit about what 
and whom we love. 

As recorded in Exodus 20, God said, “You shall have 
no other gods before me” and then followed that up with 
another reminder that “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God.”

What are our gods? Politics, shopping, sex, videogames, 
sports, Netflix, music and/or food? These aren’t necessarily 
bad things, but good things and even necessities can become 
gods if we prioritize them before God. 

Sometimes we think we’re loving God if we indulge in 
things with a Christian label — Christian conferences, 
Christian music, Christian dating services, Christian 
movies, Christian cruises, Christian books, Christian 
wrestling (yes, that’s a thing), Christian comedy, Christian 
talk shows and (gulp) Christian magazines. Is it possible for 
parts of our evangelical Christian subculture to become our 
idols? What if some of our so-called Christian things don’t 
truly reflect Christ?

Paul warns the Corinthians, “I am jealous for you with a 
godly jealousy. ... But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived 
by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led 
astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For 
if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than 
the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit 
from the Spirit you received, or a different gospel from 
the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough” (2 
Corinthians 11:2–4).

We must proceed cautiously, because church history 
and today’s Internet offer many examples of Christians 
excessively accusing other Christians of heresy over 
relatively minor theological differences. Still, we need to 
watch our “life and doctrine closely” (1 Timothy 4:16). Are 
we letting our enthusiasm for a particular Christian leader, 
author, teacher, musician or website overshadow what God 
is trying to reveal through the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14), 
Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16) and wise counsel from the 
people who know us best (Proverbs 15:22)? 

Are we willing to seek God first (Matthew 6:33) and pray 
the “dangerous prayer” — “anything, everything, whatever 
it takes” — that ends Bob Sorge’s article in this issue? Will we 
demonstrate our love by taking up our cross and following 
Christ (Matthew 10:38 and 16:24, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23 and 
14:27)? +
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“We may say we’re 
all for loving God, 
but is God at the top 
of our love list?”
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The year 2020 does not just begin a new decade. 
For the Pastors + Leaders Newsletter it marks a 
significant change. Each newsletter throughout the 
year will be centered around a theme that is relational 
to our pastors and leaders. The newsletters will be 
article-based with fewer advertisements. The authors 
of the articles are current or retired Free Methodist 
pastors who have volunteered to write about topics 
that they have personally experienced or have been 
called to write on. Many different perspectives and 
experiences will be shared each month. The articles 
are exclusive to the Pastors + Leaders Newsletter.

If you are a current or retired Free Methodist 
pastor and see a topic and feel called to write on it, 
please contact Karen Kinnaman at karen.kinnaman@
fmcusa.org and she will be happy to provide more 
information on the themes and helpful information 
pertaining to writing the articles. If you have 
unsubscribed from the Pastors + Leaders Newsletter 
distribution list and would like to re-subscribe in time 
to read these well-written and stirring articles, please 
reach out to Karen, and she will assist in getting your 
information added to the distribution list. 

The 
New Pastors + Leaders 
Newsletter
By Pastors, For Pastors
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January

2020 Pastors + Leaders Newsletter Themes

April

October

July

Avoiding Pastoral 
Burnout

Facing Financial 
Challenges in 

Ministry

Community 
Engagement

Bi-vocational and 
Loving It!

February

May

November

August

Discerning Difficult 
Situations

Growing Your 
Church in Christ-

likeness

Leveraging our FM 
Connections

Empowering and 
Leading Amazing 

Volunteers

March

June

December

September

Prayerful Pastors 
Preach with Power

Self-Care and Soul-
Care for Pastors

Discerning Vision 
and Following 

Vision

High-bar 
Discipleship
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new
s

 SAVE $29

 SAVE $35
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bishops

 SAVE $21

 SAVE $18
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Introducing

Ignite Press serves Free Methodist Authors 
through assisted publishing at significantly lower rates 

than other assisted publishers. Are you ready to bring your book to life? 
email publishing@fmcusa.org

BRING YOUR BOOK TO LIFE!

The new assisted publishing
brand from LIGHT + LIFE



  January 2020 —  pg. 28



pg. 29 — lightandlifemagazine.com



  January 2020 —  pg. 30


